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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CUNINGHAM DRAKE, a
citizen of the United States and a re&',ldent of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements'_ in Limb

(Guards or Protectors; and I do hereby de-

clare that the following-is a full, clear, and
exact description of the'invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-

ence being had to the accompanying drawings,

which form a 1:nrb of this specmcatwn and
in which— .

Figure 1 is a perspective view, and Fig. 2
is a side view, of my invention.

The same letters refe1 to the same 1)%1’[8 n

both the figures.
" This invention relates to a supporting de-
vice for bed-clothes or bed-coverings.

In cases of fracture of the limbs, when un-
der medical treatment, and in many other
cases—notably in the latter stages of preg-
nancy and during confinement—it is {requent-
Iy desirable, or even absolutely necessary, to

relieve the patient of the weight ot the bed ;

clothes, which might injariously affect the af-
flicted parts. To effect this result several
contrivances have been designed, all of which,

30 however, have been more or Tess expensive,

and none of which, so far as 1 am aware, have

given entire 5&tlsf%ct10n

The object of this invention is to construect

~a device for the purpose stated which shall

33

40

45

50

be at the same time simple, inexpensive, and

easily adjusted over the limb, member,
other afflicted part; and with these ob]ects in
view my invention consists in the improved
construction and arrangement of parts, which

will be hereinafter fnl]y described, and par-

ticalarly pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings hereto annexed, A A des-
lgnate a series of three or more bows or
fu(-hes, made of wire or other suitable ma-
terial, and connected by means of longitudinal
braces B B. The lower ends or 1en*s of the
bows B B are fitted adjustably in sockets O C,

which latter are provided with set-screws D '-

by means of which the said bows may be re-
tained securely in any -position to which they
may be adjusted. . Thelower ends of the sock-

ets C C of* the fr ont bow are connected by a |
cord or ch"un B, w 111011 will pleveut the de-

or

———

(NO mﬂﬂel )

vice from spmadmg or fwm being displaced

under the weight of the bed- clothes Whlch rest 55

thereon dmmo operation. -
The oper ation of my invention will be read-
ily understood. The bows orarches are sim-

Pply adjusted over and across the bed and
properly adjusted vertically in their sockets, 60

so as to support the bed-clothes the defﬂred
distance above the body of the patient, who

“may thus be warmly covered and at the same

time relieved from the weight of the covering.

I am well aware that frames for supporting 65
mosquito-netting have been made of a series
of bows and eonnectmn - braces, said bows
spanning the bed from sule to side and suit-
ably attached to the bed-frame. 1 do nof,

‘therefore, claim, broadly, an-arched frame of 70

bows and bmees but
What I claim, ‘and desire to seeure by Let-

ters IPatent of the United States, 18—

1. A surgical appliance for holdnw bed .
clothes or coverings over the limb of a patlent 75
consisting of the ‘movable frame formed.of a
series of bows or arches connected by suitable
braces, and having means, substantially as

described, for pr even‘rmo the lower ends of
the arches from spr eadmﬂ* when the appliance 8o

is in use. |

2. In a surgical app]mncu for supporting
bed clothes or-coverings, the combination, with
a series of suitably- conneoted bows or arches
of sockets wherein the said bows or archesare 85
vertically adjustable, and a cord or chain con-
necting the lower ends of the sockets of the -

front {uch, substantially as and for the pur-

pose set forth.

3. The herein-described surgical appliance
fm supporting bed clothes or coveungs the
SAMe conslstmn' of a series of suitably-con-
nected bows or arches, sockets for the same,
provided with set-screws adapted to retain the
said bows or arches in any position to which
they may be vertically adjusted, and a cord or
chain connecting the lower ends of the sockets
of the front bow or arch, substantially as and
for the purpose set fmth |

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as.
my own I have hereunto affixed my Slnlntllle

in presence of two witnesses.
OU\TIN GHAM DRAKD
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Witnesses: |
- LoUuIs BAGG-_JR, -
AUGUST PETERSON.
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