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To all whom it may CORCET: -
Be it known that I, A. M. STEELE, a citizen

of the United States, and aresident of Whites-

borough, inthe county of Grayson and State of
Texas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Cotton-Packers; and 1 do

hereby declare that the following is a full,

I0

15

clear, and exact description of the invention,

which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved machine for packing or conveying cot-

ton from the lint-room of gin-houses to the

press. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sec-

tional view of the same. Fig. 3 is a trans-
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verse vertical section taken on the line # 2 1n
Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on
the line % ¥ 1n Fig. 2.

The same letters refer to the same parts in
all the figures.

This invention relates to an improved ma-

chine having for its object to convey the lint
or cotton from the gin-house to the press, and
to subjeet it to a preliminary compressing or
packing process, the object being to dispense
with the manual labor usually ecalied 1into
requisition for this purpose.
- To this end my invention consists in the im-
proved construction and arrangement of parts
constituting the said machine, as will be here-
inafter fully described, and particularly point-
ed out in the claims. -

In the drawings hereto annexed, A desig-
nates a suitably-constructed box or casing,

which is provided at its lower rear end with
a flue or passage, B, by means of which it is
connected with the press-box C. The latter
contains the follower D, which is provided
with a vertical stem or shaft, E,which may be
operated in anysuitablemanner. Inthedraw-
ings hereto annexed I have shownit provided
with a series of teeth or cogs, ¥ I, engaging
a pinion, G, whichis mounted upon a shaftt, H,
journaled transversely in suitable bearings
upon the upper end of the press-box. The

‘casing A.is provided at its frontend withsult-

able bearings for a transverse shaft, I, having

a pinion, J, engaging a longitudinally-sliding

rack-bar, K, which moves through a perfora-

tion in the front end of the said box ar casing.
The rear or inner end of the said rack-bar car-
ries a follower, L, adapted to fit in the flue or 55
passage B, from the upper side of which cleats
or guides M M extend forwardly to the front
end of the press-box. To the upper edge of
the follower Lis attached oneend of anapron,
N, the rear end of whichisattached toaroller, 6o
O, which is journaled in suitable bearings
near the front end of casing A. P designates
a shield, which is suitably arranged above the
said roller, so that the lint, in entering the
| casing, shall not interfere with the operation 63
of the said apron. The lint-entrance isa slot,
Q, formed transversely in the front end of the
casing A, directly above the shield P, .
The several shafts, as well asthe ends of the
roller Q, are provided with pulleys or band- 4o
wheels R R, connected by means of bands or
‘belts S S in such a manner as to cause them
to revolve in proper direction when motive
power is applied to the machine, which may
be done in any suitable manner. The top of 75
the casing A is provided with an opening, T,
which may be covered with wire netting or
other suitable material. This opening is for
i the escape of dust, and 1t also connects the in-
terior of the device to be inspected during 8o
operation. - _ '
When this device is in operation, the lint
or cotton passing from the gin-house will, on
entering the casing A, pass over the shield P
and down onto the apron attached to the lon- 85
oitudinally-sliding follower. . When the latter
is retracted, the cotton will dump upon the
bottom of the casing. On the forward move-
ment of the follower the latter will serve to
force the contents of the chamber A lnarear- go
ward direction and into the press-box. 1t1s-
evident that by this action of the follower the
cotton or lint receivesa preliminary compress-
ing action, which is more effective than that
which is usually imparted by manual labor. g5
It will also be seen that this device 1s auto-
| matic in its operation, and that, consequent-
ly, the labor of several hands may be dispensed
with. The shield P will prevent the cotton
“which may enter the casing during the rear- 100
| ward movement of the follower from interfer-
ing with the operation of the apron, and the
latter will receive the accumulating lint du-
| ring such forward motion and discharge it
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upon the bottom of the casing when the fol-

lower is withdrawn.
Having thus deseribed myinvention, I claim

and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States—
1. In a device for conveying lint or cotton

from the gin-room to the press, the combina-

fion, Wlth a sultable casing ]1‘1\?1110' a2 horizon-

tal flue connected with the press- box of alon-

gitudinally-sliding follower, substantially as’

~and for the purpose set forth.
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2. In a device for conveying lint from the
gin-room to the press-box, the combination,
with a suitable casing hzwmn* a flue or pas-
sage connected with Lhe press- bo;x_ of a longi-
tudmally sliding follower fitting in the said
flue or passage, and suitable horizontal ﬂmde%
upon the Inner sides of the said casing, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. In a device for conveying lint from the
gin-room to the press-box, the combination of
a suitable casing having a ﬂue Or passage con-

nected with the Press- bo::;: of a houmntally» |

sliding follower the upper edge of which is

eonnec,ted by a flexible apron w1bh a roller ab

the front end of the said casing, substantially

as set forth. |
4. In a device for conveying lint from a cot-

ton-gin to a press-box, the combination, with
a sultablecasing having a longitudinally-slid-

ing follower the upper edge of which is con-
nected by a flexible apron with a roller at the
front. end of said casing, of a shield arranged
above the said roller and below the lint-en-
trance, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. .

5. The combination of the. casing, the longi-
tudinally - sliding follower, a flexible apron
connecting the upper edge of thelatter with a
roller at the front end of the casing, a shield

306,971

arranged above the said roller, a rack-bar or
stem extending forwardly from the said fol-
lower through the front end of the casing, and
a suitably-mounted pinion engaging the said

rack-bar, substantially as and for the PUrpose 45

set forth.

6. In a device for conveying lint from the
oin - house to the press-box, the herein-de-
scribed casing having a horizontal flue or pas-
sage, a follower moving longitudinally in the

said passage, and an upward extension pro-
vided at its upper end with an opening cov-

ered with wire netting or equivalent material,
s0 as to admit of the escape of dust, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set for th.

7. The herein-described device for convey-
ing cotton-lint from the gin-house to the press-
bo*;: the same comprising the herein-described
str 11(313[1.1"6 consisting of a casing, a flue or pas-
sage extellding rearwardly from the same, a
vertical press-box connected to the rear end
of the said flue or passage, a follower movable
vertically in the said press-box, a follower
movable horizountally in the main casing and
in the flue which connects the latter with the
press-box, a flexible apron connecting the up-
per-edge of the latter follower with a roller
at the front end of themain caging,ashield ar-

ranged above the said roller and below the

[ lin- entrance, and suitable operating mechan- 7o
18m, substantially as and for the purpose here-

inshown and. specified.
In testimony that I claim’the 1018001110 as

my own I have hereunto affixed my Sltunuue
In presence of two witnesses.

ASA MAXEY STEELE.

’iVltn CSSCS:
TITOMAS JIEVANS WIULPM:LR..

WILLIAM HALTL.
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