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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that I, THoMAS R. SMITH, 4
citizen of the United States, residing at St.

Johnland, in the county of Suffolk and State .

of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Rowlocks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

ThIS invention relates to that class of row-
locks in which thethole-pinis held in position
by means of a spring-catch; and it consists in
the novel feature of construction hereinafter
described, whereby an article of superior
utility 18 obtained.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a sectional side view of my 10W100k Showmg
it applied to the gunwale of a boat, the linex
z, Fig. 3, mdwatmﬂ the planeof section. Fig.
218 a secblom,l end view thereof, the line y ¥,
Fig. 1, indicating the plane of seetion. Ifig.
3 is 2 horizontal section of the same 1n the
plane z z, Figs. 1 and 2.

Similar lettersindicate corr esponding parts.

In thedrawings, the letter A designates the
rowlock. B is the thole-pin, and O the
bracket by means of which the rowlock 1s se-
cured to the cunwale of a boat. 'This bracket
is provided with a socket, D, into which the
thole-pin of the rowlock fits loosely, 8o that
said rowlock is free to revolve ineitherdirec-
tion. |

In the upper portion of the bracket C 1is
formed & chamber, E, which contains a bolt,

I, and a spring, G, and the thole-pin B 18'

prm ided with a shoulder, a, in such a posi-
tion that when said thole-pin is pressed down
into the socket D the head b of the bolt I en-

oages with said shoulder and retains the row-
JOOL in position without, however 1)1evenb1n0
the same from turning. The Shoulde,r @ 1S
formed by reducing the diameter of the thole-
pin at the proper place, as shown in Fig. 2,
and the head bisrounded or inclined {from the
bottom upward, (see Fig. 2,)so that when the

~thole-pin 38 pressed down into the socket D

45

the bolt is pressed back against the action of
the spring G+ until the shoulder ¢ has passed
beneath the bolt, when the latter is drivenin-
ward by the action of the spring, thereby re-
taining the rowlock in the bracket. On the

| outer end of the bolt F is secured a finger- 50

button, ¢, by means of which said bolt can be

drawn outwwrd so as to release the thole-pin

for the purpose of unshipping the rowlock.
By means of the chamber E formed in the

bracket C the bolt I and itsspring & are fully 55

protected against water or any other impuri-
ties, and the correct action of these parts 1s
not liable to be disturbed.

[am aware that rowlocks have been pro-

vided with spring-catehing devieces for hold- 60

ing the same in place, and I donot claim such,
broadly, as my invention.

I am aware that an oar-lock has hereto-
fore been provided with a circumferentially-.

grooved stem, which 18 retained in a gunwale 65

soeket or plate by means of a spring-pressed

catch or locking device entering the groove in

sald stem; hence I disclaim all broadness of
1nvent10n, and confine myself to the special

~construction .;md arrangements of parts here 70

in shown.
What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, 18— |
1. In a 10wlocL, the combination, with the

thole-pin B, having the annular shoulder a, 75'
- of the bracket C, llwmﬂ* its upper portion

constructed with the htel al chamber E, the

bolt I, arranged to slide longitudinally in said
chambel and having a finger-button, ¢, and

the splmg G arranged 1n the chamber t0 im- 8o |

pel the Dolt inward, substantially as de-

sceribed.,
2. The combination, -with the thole-pin B

having the shoulder a, of the bracket C, con-

structed with the lateral chamber L, the bolt &5

F, arranzed to slide 1011011711(11113,1137 in sald
chambeh and having a finger-button, ¢, and
the spring (i, coiled around the bolt within
the chamber, Substantially as described.

In testlmony whereof I havehereuntoset my go

hand and seal in the presence of two subserib-
Ing witnesses. -

THOMAS R. SMITH. [r.s.]
Witnesses:

W. HAUrr,
0. I, KASTENHUBER.
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