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To all whon it may concern :

Be it known that I, LOUIS PRINCE, a citizen
of the United Hb.ﬂ.te% residing at Nashville,
in the county of Holmes and State of 01110
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Letter or Mail Boxes; and I do

herebv declare the following to be a tull, clear,

and exact description of the invention, such

as will enable othersskilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relatesto improvements in let-
ter or mail boxes, more especially to that class
employed in cities, and which are secured to
lamp-posts or other suitable places; and the
object of my invention 18 to produce a letter
or mail box that will facilitate the collecting
of the mail by the carriers, and in which the
letters are separated from the printed matter;
also, that such printed matter, although of
considerable size or bulk, can be dropped into
the box, and at thesame time cannot be reached
or thLen out of the box by unauthorized per-

sons; furthermore, that such printed matter—

such as newspapers, pamphlets, &e.—can be
kept perfectly dry, and need not be placed on
top of the box, as is now the case with the or-
dinary letter- ‘boxes in use; also, that said
boxes are not liable to get out of order, and
can be produced at a very moderate eosb.

My invention consists i the construction
and arrangement of parts of a letter-box, as

will be more fully described hereinatter, and
more

specifically pointed out in the claims,
referencebeing had tothe accompanying draw-
ings and the letters of reference marked there-
on. '

Like letters indicate similar partsin the dif-
ferent ficures of the drawings, in which—

lunure 1 represents a front view of my im-
pwved letter-box, showing the mail-bag at-
]nn 2 1s an end view of the
same. Iig. 318 a cross-section of the same on
the line =z « of Iig. 1. Ifig. 4 18 an Irregular
18
a horizontal section on the line If1gs. 6
and 7 are enlarged sectional detail views of
the upper part of the mail-bag. |

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-

sents the outer shell or casing, which is di-

vided into two compartments, B and C, the
upper one being intended for the printed mat-
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ment.

bolt of the lock.

3, lﬂci. (No modcel)

ter and the lower one fof_lettefs.’ Theupper
part is covered bya hinged part, b, pivoted to

| the roof or top ¢, and the hinge 18 protecbed_

ﬂunamst rain, &c., by & wmter-shed c.
“In the SIde of the compartment B a hole, d,
isplaced, covered by a pivoted dooror ﬂpr, d’

55

and on the innerside of the hole are arranaed_ |

a series of sharp-ended converging points, d”,
to prevent the possibility of withdrawing any
printed matter dropped through the hoie d,
as a hand inserted would be cauuht if holdmﬂ*
any such matter. These points are préfeb
ably made of steel or any other suitable ma-
terial. The lower compartment, C, has an in-
clined bottom, (Y, so that when &shdmn door,

D, 18 opened by the letter-carrier md hlS

mail-bag has becn attached the letters will fall
into 1t by oravity.
at its upper end with the hmged cover b by

a rod, ¢, which has a hook, ¢, that engages
Wlth a loop 7/, or slotted lug, so that the door
D and cover b can move together, and said
loop can compensate for their co mbined move-
The door moves between a recessed
flange, g, and is provided at one side with a
slotted lug, h,with which the bolt of a spring-

lock, 4, engages andlocks said door in position.
A spring, D is attached to the door D, and

projects into a small casing, &, between whlch

The door D is connected
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and the door it is compressed when the door .

moves upward after being released from the

in a side extension, .

On each side of the casing A-is armnﬂ*ed a
flange, ¢, over which the mail- bag G is sus-
| This mail-bag 18 secured to & metal

top, H, consisting of two hinged plates, { and

pended

ke, of which the 1’)1’1L8 [1s promded with the re-
cessed flanges m, which fit over the flanges q,
by which the bag is then suspended until the
carrier hasremoved the mail.

introduced through a side opening, o, in the

casing, which is protected wamst the in--

clemenmee of the weather by a water- shed, x.

The letter-box can be made of any Smta.ble-

material and of any desired size, and 1t may
be made ornamental or plain, as preferred.
The door D has a knob, », by which 1t ean be

drawn down when it is desired to lock the box.

The cover b 1s provided on ifs sides with

| flanges ¥', to protect it against the rain, &c.

The 10{3]1 18 preferably pheed _

The lettersare -
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The {)pudeu is as follows: The letters are
introduced through the 01;enmﬂ* 0, and the
newspapers and other printed matter through
the hole d. When the carrier arrives, he first
attaches his mail-bag by the flanges m to the
flanges ¢ and opens it. IHe then unlocks the
box, when the door D will rise instantly by
the action of the spring Li, and-at the same
time the cover will be raised by the rod e.
The letters will slide into the bag on account
of the inclined bottom, and the printed mat-

ter can be removed from the upper compart-
When all the mail has |

ment by the carrier. _
been removed, the carrier will pull down the

door D by t-he knob p,which at the same time

closes the cover b, and the spring-lock will
firmly secure the box until it is again to be
opened.

1t will be readily seen that the letter-box is
perfectly protected against the inclemencies
of the weather., It can be opened, emptied,
and closed again much quicker than those
now in nse. It is perfectly safe, and cannot be
tampered with by anauthorized persons, and
1t eannot get out of order.

Having thus described myinvention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
s._..

1. In a mail-box having an upper andlower
compartment, a sliding door and hinged cover
connected and operated together in the man-
11(31* shown, and for the purpose specified.

. In a mail-box having an upperand lower
(,ompdrtment the latter provided with an in-
clined bottom and closed by a sliding door,
connected by a rod to a hinged cover of the
upper compartment, and both opened by the
action of a spring, substantially as set fortl.

. In amail-box having an upper and lower
compartment, the former provided with ahole,
d, protected by converging points to prevent
the abstraction of printed matter, as specified.

4. In amail-box having an upper and lower
compartment, ithe former provided with a
hinged cover, 0, whose hinge is protected by a
water-shed, ¢, substfmtnlly as set forth.

b. The combmatum of an upper compart-

~ment, I, having hinged cover 6 and opening

«, protected by converging points d’, with the
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- erated with the cover
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lower compartmentprovided with an inclined
bottom, and a sliding door, 1D, connected to
sald cover b, and a spring, Ii, arrangedas and
for the purpose specified.

6. A mail-box having an upper and lower
compartment, the latter provided with an in-
clined bottom and a sliding door, D, con-
nected by arod, ¢, to a loop, 7, on the hinged

cover b of the upper compartment, and both

opened by the action of a spring, 1%, when un-
locked, substantially as c~1“Jnew[‘*11u&4£l fmd for the
jmi pose describedl.

. A matl-box having upper and lower com-
1}al*tmont the latter provided with an inclined
bottom, a sliding door connected to a hinged
cover of the upper compartment, and ihnﬂes
a, forattachmentofl the mail-bag, %ub&‘mntmlh
Qs ‘“md for the purpose %p(,uhed

. The mail-hox herein described, havinge
uppel and lower compartment, the founel hay-
1Ine an opeuning, d, protected by points d”, andl
a hmn*ed cover, b, and the lower compartment
pr m*lded with an opening, o, an inclined hot-
tom, and a sliding door connected to and op-
i the manner shown

and get forth.

9. The upper compartment, B, of a ma,i]

. box, having hinged cover b, a water-shed, ¢,

over said hmrre, and a loop, 7, for ’Itt’lthlﬂellt
of-a rod, ¢, connected to a Sh(ll]]“ door,
a Jlower (:t)]lll;-qltnmm C, with spring I, in-
clined bottom (', an mt(‘n%lﬂn I, for a spring-
lock, and flanges «, for attachment of & mnail-
hag, as and for thg purpose specified.

10. A mail-box having upper and lower
compartments, provided with hinged cover b
and sliding door D', connected and operated
as speclfied, and the upper compartment hav-
ing an opening, d, cover d, and protected by
converging points d”, and the lower compart-

ment ]}m’mg an opening, o, with water-shed

) n, and an inclined bottom, ', all arranged
- substantially as and for the pmp(}&,@ set forth.

In testimony whereof I her chy aflfix my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.
HOUIS PRINOE,
Witnesses:
GUY L. DE Morre,
ATLEX. SIMOX,
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