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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FRANK H. MORSE, &

citizen of the United States, residing at New

Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State of
Louisiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Sectional Houses; and 1
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the-invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to sectional buildings,
and has for its object to provide a house con-
sisting of sections which may be readily put
together without the use of either nails or
screws, and which, when the parts or sections

-~ are properly adjusted and locked,form a sub-

b2
)
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)

stantial,commodious,and serviceable building,
adapted to all uses for which sectional build-
ings are constructed. When desired, the vari-
ous sections may be separated without injury
to any of the parts, which may be packed
within a small compass, as a matter of con-
venience, either for storage or transportation.
[ accomplish this object in the manner herein-
after described, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings and letters of reference : -

marked thereon, which form a part or this

specification.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18
a side elevation of my sectional house; Fig. 2,

aperspective of floor; Fig. 3, asection through

line ¢ v of Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a side elevation of a
section of one of the studs or stiles; Fig. 5, an
edge view of same; Fig. 6, a sectlon through
line w w of Fig. 4; I'ig. 7,’a section through
line x # of Fig. 4; Fig. §, a horizontal section
through one of the corners; Fig. 9, a sectlon
through line v » of Fig. 1; Ilig. 10, a detail
section through roof on line z z of Fig. 13; Ifigs.
11 and 12, detail views of metallic lock; Jig.
13, aside view of a section of oneof the rafters,
showing means of securing roof-strips and ribs.
I'ig. 14 is a perspective view of one of the sec-

tional floor-frames detached, showing groove.

and locking-plates. Tig. 15 is a detall side
view showing one of the corner-posts detached.

The uprights of the building, which form
the frame-work for the panels constituting the
walls of the building, are each composed of

two longitudinal sections, one of which 1s

shown in Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawings. One

locked.

of the uprights is also shown in cross-section
in Figs. 6 and 7. Each section is provided
along one of its faces with a longitudinal dove-
tail groove, a, adapted to receive a dovetailed
tongue, b, formed along the edge of the panels,
and its opposite or meetingside provided with
a longitudinal groove and beveled tongue or

one of its sides, ¢, narrower than the oppo-

i siteside, the side of thegroove next to the nar-

rower edge being beveled from its outer edge
inwardly, asshown. At suitableintervalsthe
narrower side of the grooveis cut away, form-
ing the recess or opening B3, at one end of
which a locking-plate,of iron or other metal, 1s
secured, preferably by means of lugs or pro-
jections cast npon the under surface of the
plate and adapted to enter theside of the up-

right.. The inner face, d, of the locking-plate

is beveled, as shown. The opposite or corre-
sponding section of the uprightisacounterpart

of the first, having a similar recess, B, and a

locking-plate, C, the position of the locking-
plate being reversed or at opposite ends 1n
the corresponding sections. |
In adjusting the sections the tenon e of
either section enters the corresponding groove
in the opposite section, and by an endwise

| movement the locking-plates C C are forced to

pass each other across their ends and slide one
upon the other with their beveled faces d d 1n
contact, and the sections are thus securely
Upon the inner side at the base of
the upright is attached a metallic sleeve, I,
adapted to receive the bolt D, which is passed

metallic keeper or stationary nut G, which
is secured to the main sill of the building.
The upright is thus held securely in position.
The panel-sill L is provided upon its inner
cdge with an upwardly-inclined flange, against
which the inner edge of the base of the panel
fits, and the lower outer edge is extended
downward, forming a shoulder adapted to bear
against the outer edge of the flooring. Ie-
tween the sill Land the floor O a rubber pack-
ing, /i, 18 1nserted.

The corners of the building are constructed
as shown in Fig. 8.  The corner-post & may
be either round, square, or -octagonal, and is
provided upon two of its sides with longitudi-

ange adapted tointerlock, the groovehaving
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responding grooves in the sections of the up-
rights A A, and are secured therein by means
(Jt locking- pl‘ltes in the manner heretofore de-
seribed of securing she corresponding scctions
of uprights. The panels H are made, prefer-
ably, of tongued and grooved beaded ceiling,
dovetailed at either end, as-shown in IFigs. 6
and 7. The outer shoulder of the tongue is
beveled downward and outwardly, as shown
at f, F'igs. o and 9, thus preventing water {rom
cntering the joints., The lower surface of the
window-sill J is provided with a longitudinal
groove adapted to receive the upper edge of
15 the panel which is extended above the t0p of
the uprights, and thus serves the purpose of
securing the sill in position. The upper sur-
face of the window-sill is beveled downward
and outwardly, and the lower outer edge of the
window-sash is provided with the ﬂnp Sh I
7, as shown, :

In constructing the gable the cross-timber
V, extending across the end of the building
alonﬂ the-upper edge of the lower panels, 1s
1)1‘,‘0'@*1{16(] u p(m its under side with a longitudi-
nal groove, ¢, adapted to receive the upper
edoe of the panel, which 1s extended above
the top of the uprights. Angular openings u
are countersunk at suitable intervals in the
groove, for the reception of the heads of the
bolts 7, used 1n securing the gable-sill to the
cross-piece. The gable-sill W, which 1s at-

n

IC

I
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tached to the CTOSS- piece ¥V Dby means of the

bolt #, 1s provided upon its inner edge with an
111)\1*:.11(1 inclined flange or 5110111(101‘ and 1ts
lower outer edge is extended downward, form-
1Img a Hange or shoulder which bears against
the outer face of the cross- timber \f , a8 shown
m Ifig. 9.

The floor is constrncted in HLCLIOI]b COLTe-
sponding in number and width with the num-
ber and width of the panels of the building,
excepting the end sections, which are slightly
narrower, and in consequence the correspond.-
ing joints may not be in the same line, each
of the sections being composed of a rectangu-

lar frame, as shown in Fig. 14, provided with
CrOSS- ]msts\ to which ihe ﬂom g 1s secured.

The adjoining edges of the SOCthH’ﬂ fioor-
frames are pr ovided with the nut-lock joint P2
(), provided with locking-plates C, in all re-
spects similar to the joints and locks used in
securing the sectional uprights. One of the
cndsections of the flooris provided with spirit-
levels & &, one being at the outer side and one
at the end of the section, and by their use the
building may be Ieveled perfectly. Although
I have shown the levels as setin the floor, thw
may, if desired, be attached to the sills at the
side and end of one of the sections.

Therooi-covering consists of aseries of longi-
tudinally grooved or ribbed strips, »# n, ar-
ranged so as to extend from the ridge to the
caves, each alternate strip being placed with
635 the corru gated face downward and in such o

3y
Iy
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nal beveled tongues adapted to enter the cor-

grooved parts, the ends
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CLap the strips upon either side, and the tongue

or bead extending along its cdges upon The
under side shall interlock with the groove or
corrugation upon the upper surﬁlces ol the
adjoining strips.. The roof-covering rests up-
on a series of ¢ross pieees or 11135,:«1131;1 18 seeured
thereto in the following manner. Ifach rool-
ing-strip, having the corrugated face down-
ward, is provided at intervals along 1ts under
surface with metallic tongues o, adapted to en-
cage from the upper side with the hole in a
metallic keeper, », secured to the rib. L'he
keeper » is preferably provided with shoul-
ders &, extending from the.upper edge ol the
rib and abutting
along the lower edge of roofing-strips upon
cither side of the keeper. L'he rib U is se-

cured to the main rafters of the building by

an ordinary barrel bolf, {, which is attached
to the side of the rafter in such a position as
to enable the bolt, when fomod out, to enter the
hole # 1n the 1'113». . -

In case the house is intended for use 1n win-

ter or in cold countries, the inside of the pan-

cls I may be lined with felt-paper and an 1n-
side ceiling of lamber used, the inside celling

. being so construeted as to have the boards run
up and down the panels or in an opposite di-

rection to the grain of the panel-boards.

It isevident that houses of this kind may bc
ornamented as elaborately as desired, by the
use of scroll-worlk, &c., making avery attract-
1ve and handsome building.

belng the only tool necessary for use 1m adjust-
ing Lhu various sections. |

The house may be of any style or size, and
contain any number of roowms desired, the par-
titions being constructed in the manner de-
seribed for constructing the outside walls.

Verandas or galleries may be attached by
the use of tongues and keepers similar to those
used 1n attaching the roof-covering to the ribs.

Buildings have heretofore been constructed

panels composed of tongued and
of the panels being
formed with dovetailed tongues fitting in cor-
responding grooves in uprights.

Having thus described my invention, what
I ¢laim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

1. The upright of a sectional house, com-
posed of two parts formed on their meeting
faces with interlocking beveled flanges, and

having

provided with lochmg -plates “1LL_1.pL(,Ll to in-

terlock with each other, substantially as de-
seribed. |

2. The upright for a sectional house, com-
posod of. ‘mo pa.l*t& fornmd o1 ﬂlBll‘ lll(l'etlllf_j
1)1*01*1(1(3(1 wﬂ,h 1_00131113 platus ".ldﬂlkit{_:[l to in-
terlock with each other, and having dovetailed
agrooves formed 1n their opposite faces, sul-
stantially as described.

3. 'he corner-post ofahouse, having tongues

position tlmi: the edges of the strip shall over- | and locking-plates on itss 1(105. in cmubt{mtmn

ngainst a groove running

No mnails or
screws are used in its construction, a wrench
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the passage of a clamping-bolt.

and grooved, and provided with & locking-

“to 1ts upper fa,ce substantially as and for the
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with uprights having correspouding tongues |
and locking-plates engaging the tongues and
locking-plates of the corner-post.

4. A double upright for a sectional house,
formed with interlocking tongues and grooves,
and provided on its exterior with a sleeve for

5. A panel for a sectional house, composed
of a series of tongued and grooved parts, the
meeting faces of said parts being beveled
downwardly and outwardly, and the ends of
said panels formed with dovetm]ed tongues,
substantially as described.

6. The combination,with an upright formed
with a dovetailed ﬂ*roove of a panel comgosed |
of a series of 1nrts hwmﬂ their meeting faces
tongued and grooved and beveled downwmd]y
and outwardly, and formed on its outer edges
with a dovetailed tongue adapted to fit 1n the
corresponding groove of the upright. -

7. Anupright for a seetional house, tongued

plate having a beveled. face, substantially as |
and for the purposes described. |
S. An upright for a scectional house, com-
posed of two parts, each part prowded with
a plate having a beveled face adapted to en-

oage with cach other and lock the two parts
teﬂether substantially as described. |

9. A sectional floor composed of a scries of
frames formed along adjacent sides with a
longl udinal tongue “and with locking-plates,
whereby one section may be 1]]1}@1100116‘51 with
another section, substantially as described.

10. A frame for a sectional floor, having
two sides formed with a ]onfﬂtudmal tougm |
and with locking-plates and flooring secured

PUrpose descrlbed . |
11. A floor composed of a frame having
flooring secured to one face, and provided with
a4 spirit-level upon two of its sides, substan- |
tially as described.
- 12, A roof composed of a series of separable
strips secured to a cross-piece by means of
tongues on the strips entering openings in
kkeepers sceured to said cross-pieces.

ends composed of a

A rool composed ol & series ol 111)1)@{1
mid nlooved strips intermeshing with each
other each alternate strip being provided up-
! 1tq under surface with a 10015.11]0 -tongue, 1n
combination with a cross-piece formed w1th Q
keeper,with which the saidlocking-tongue en-
cages to lock the series of strips tmether andl
hold them in place, substantially as deseribed.
- 14. The roof-strip ribbed and provided with
10@1».111{‘1 tongue, substantially as described.
The couﬂnmtlon of the sill M, sill N,

- 5111 L, floor O, interposed packing £, the pan-

¢ls H, the upuﬂht provided with the sleeve I,
the 11ut G, sccured to the sill M, and the bolt
passed throunh the sleeve and floor 1nto smd
nut, sul)st’mtlallv as deseribed.

16. The combination of the upper and lower
panels I, cross-timber V, the sill W, inter-
posed betn een sald cross- tlmbm a,nd upper
panel, and the bolt v, passed through said sill
and timber, Subsmmnl]; as and for the pur-
pose descri ned

17. The locking-plate C, having a beveled
face, and promded with pins 1)1*OJect111g {rom
1£S cndes, substantially as deseribed.

18. A sectional house having its sides and
series of mnels having
tongued and grooved connection, with up-
rights formed in two parts, which are inter-
locked with each other by means of tongues
and locking-plates, a floor composed of a se-
ries of frames interlocking with each other by
means of tongues and 100111110 plates, each sec-
tional fmme having ﬂoormn secured to 1its
upper face, and a roof composed of a series of
intermeshing strips, one series of said strips
being prmnded with tongues on their und.r

' ffweﬂs which engage with Leepew attached to

cross-pieces, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. :

FRANK H. MORSI.

-

Witnesses:
L. DEVELLE,
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