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Be it known that I, JAMES M. RICKETTS, of
Charleston, in the county of Coles and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and Improved
Screw-Driver, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description. | |

The object of my invention is to provide a |
Screw-driver with an attachment for holding
screws upon the end of the same.

My invention consists in = pair of jaws
formed at the ends of two arms held to slide
longitudinally on the blade of a serew-driver
and attached at their inner ends fo a frame
adapted to slide upon the shank of the blade.

My invention farther consists in a guide-
frame for the arms of the jaws adapted to be
placed.upon the outer end part of the blade
of the serew-driver, - | - |

My invention further consistsina U-shaped
lever adapted to be pivoted to the handle of |
the ferrule, and having
1ts free ends connected by bars with the slidin o

My invention also consists in springs at-
tached at their inner ends to the pivots of the
U-shaped lever, and at-their onter ends to the
frame carrying the Jaws, all as will be here- .
mafter fully deseribed, and pointed outin the
claims. o

“Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part ofthis specification, in
1cate cor-

responding parts in all the figures. _
Figure 1 is an edge elevation of a SCrew -
driver provided with my scerew-holding at-
tachment, parts being broken away. Iig. 2-
Is a side elevation of the same, parts being
broken away and others shown in section,
Fig. 3is a section on the line z x of Fig. 1,
showing the guide; and Fig. 4 is a plan view
of the frame to which the jaws are attached.
A-rectangular frame, A, adapted to fit over
and slide easily upon the shank B of SCrew-
driverblade, C, hasattached at each longerside
by a steel or other arm, D, jaws T, adapted to fit
under the head of g wood-screw, . A rect-
angular frame, &, adapted to be placed upon
the tapering outer end partof the secrew-driver
blade, so as to remain in place thereon, has
formed in or upon its longer sides guide-slots

pivoted to the lower P

| jaws towardl the point

g for the arms D. These arms ) are bent out-
ward, as shown, at about their middle, and
the guide-slots ¢ in the frame ( are corre-
spondingly inclined outward from the blade
of the screw-driver, whereby, when the frame
A 18 moved downward with the arms D, the
Jaws will be moved outward as weidl as down-
ward from the point of the screw-driver blade.
A U-shaped lever, H, having a finger-piece,
h, formed upon its cross-bar, is adapted to be 6o
art of the handle I of
the screw-driver above the ferryle by tacks or
small nails 4, driven through holes near the
center of the said lever, or a pin can be passed
through the handle. Short connecting-bars
J are pivoted to the free ends of the lever H,
and to the shorter sides of the frame A spiral
springs I{ are attached at one end to the piv-
Ots connecting the bars J to the frame A, and
are adapted to have their other ends connect-
ed to the pivots of the lever I, A tack or
other pin, j, is to be driven into the handle I
beneath the finger-piece 4 for a stop to limit
the inward movement of that end of the lever
H, so that the pivots of the said lever and of 75
the connecting-bars J cannot be brought quite
Into line, to insure the return movement of the
of the serew-driver by
the springs K aftersaid jawshave been pushed
downward and outward to receive the head of 8o
a screw by theinward movement of the finger-
plece of the lever H. ~The frames A and (,
with the attached Jaws, U -shaped lever,
springs, &c., are passed over and upon the
screw-driverbladeand handle. The U -shaped
lever is then secared to the handle by the tacks
¢, which tacks are also passed through loops
on the free ends of the springs, the stop-tack
18 driven intothe handle, and the secrew-driver
18 ready for use. | |

In use the finger-piece H 18 pressed inward
or toward the handle, which throws the Jaws
I downward and outward from the point of
the screw-driver. A serew, Iy is then placed
in the jaws and the lever I released, whereby g3
the jaws are drawn inward and upward by the
action of the springs K, the slot in the head
of the serew-driver passed uapon the point of.
irmly
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the serew-driver, and the screw held
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any desired place without | of the screw-driver, 2 U-shaped lever pivoted
fhe usual manner. When

upon the handle of the serew-driver and con- 40

the screw is nearly driven home, or SO_45 to | nected with the sliding frame, and of retract-
be firmly fixed in the wood, the lever Il can ing-springs, substantially as specified.

5 be again depressed, whereby the serew-driver 3. The combination, with a serew-driver, ot
can be removed from the head of the serew. ljaws D E, attached to a frame, A, adapted to
Upon releasing the lever the springs K draw | slideupon theshank of theserew-driver blade, 45
the jaws It inward upon the serew-driver blade | the ouide G, having outwardly-inelined slots,
into sueh position that the point of the blade through which the outwardly-bent lower ends

1o projects beyond the jaws sufficiently to per- of the arms of the jaws pass, a lever mechan-

" nit the driver to be used to drive fhe serew | ism for moving the sald Jaws. longitudinally
home, or by a quick, sudden jerk upon the and outwardly, and of springs for retracting 50
serew-driver the jaws will be detached from | the said jaws, substantially as specified.
ihe head of the serew. The springs will then 4. The combination, with the serew-driver

15 draw back the jaws beyond the point of the ' T C, of the U-shaped lever H, the frame A,
serew-driver, as before described. This at- connected to the lever I, the jaws D L, se-
tochment can be made in different sizes for | cured to the frame A, the guide G, and the 35
different sizes of screw-drivers. spring I8, substantially as specified.

T do not limit myself to the exact detalls of | 5. The combination, with the screw-driver

-0 construction and arrangement as shown and | I G, of the Jever H, the frame A, the jaws D
described, as the same may he varied within | B, attached to ihe said frame A, the. arms D
the scope of my invention. . -~ of the jaws being bent ontwardly, the guide G, 60

Having thus fully described my invention, having ontwardly-inclined slois ¢, the springs
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters | I, and the connecting-bars J, substantially
25 Patent— - as specified. -' .
1. In an attachment for holding SCrews up- 1 6. The combination, with the serew-driver
on the point of a cerew-driver, a rectangular |1 C, of the U-sbaped lever M, pivoted to the 65

frame adapted to be placed upon the lower or
the said frame
cuide-slots for the
outwardly-bent lower arms of the jaws of said

point end of a serew-driver,

30 having outwardly-inclined

attachment, substantially as specified.

9.. The combination, with a serew-driver,
o frame adapted to slide uponthe blade of the |
serew-driver, jaws attached to the said frame
and bent outwardly ab thelr lower ends,
outwardly-inclined slots |
and adapted to be placed upon the lower end

33

guide-frame having

“handle I, the stop-pin 4 in said handle, the
frame A, the bars J, the springs 1K, connect-
ed to the pivots of the lever H and to the
frame A, the jaws D I3, and the guide G, pro-
vided with the guide-slots g, substantially as 70

of | specified.

TAMES M. RICKETTS.

Witnesses:
1. WINTER,
L E, WINTER.
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