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To all whom it may concermn:

e 1t known that I, MARGARET K. KNIGHT,
a cltizen of the United States, residing at Ash-
land, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Clasps for Robes and Textile
Fabries, of which the following is a slaeciﬁca--

My invention relates to an improved device
for Cl‘lSplDD‘ one or more thicknesses of robes
or textile fabrie for the purpose of holding
the same in any required position, either as a
detached clasp for uniting the otherwise free
edges of said robe or sheet of fabric or as a
means of attachment from the end of a flexible
connection to & fixed point, or from said con-
nection provided with means for securing its
other end. |

Myinventionis fullyillustrated in the a’econ’_r-
panying drawings, in which Figure 1 shows my
1nvention applied as a means of securing a robe
or blanket to a vehicle and around the person
of an occupant. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
1 sideelevation of my device,having therefrom
a flexible connection; and Fig. 3 isa partial see-
t1on of the same, showing the jaws grasping a
single sheef of textile fabric.

A B are Spring opposing jaws, consisting of
lcops lying in the same or parallel planes When
1n an operative position, and adapted to have
the outer perimeter of one constitute a bind-
ing-surface with the inner edge of the other of
corre:‘:.pondmn conhfrumtlou, and adapted to
have onc received within the other to inclose
one or more layers of a flexible sheet, to bind
the same between the corresponding clamp-
ing-edges of the jaws, and to cause the con-
pressed sheet or sheets to form a bight over
the loop of the larger jaw. InTFig. 2 said jaws
are shown removed, and in Ifig. 3 the same are

‘shown in operative position.

a b arec arms from the loop-jaws A L? and
adapted to permit the one, A, to be received
within the one, I.

C is a cross-head uniting the arms « 6. T'he
arm & 1s rigidly secured at ¢ to the head C, and
1S Pr 010110(,4;1 to form in rear of said head an
eye, d, mld a binding -spring, #. The ceross-
head is formed of two walls, between which,
and intermediate to the arwms a b, plays the
binding -spring 4. One-end of arm « 15 ful-
crumed between the walls of head (€, and is

| provided, in contact with spring b, with an

angular cam, ¢, adapted, in connection with the
bll:ldlnﬂ-Sprme,, to cause the jaw A. to be held 35
widely distended or thrown from a certain
point of distention to be held 1n & closed POS1-
tion, as seen in Fig. 3, where If represents a
single thickness of fabnc held between the
ehmp -Jaws. 60
¢ ¢ are serrated edges upon the jaws A B,
oiving said jaws an increased holding-power.

It is immaterial to the spirit of my inven-
tion which of the opposing jaws is recelved
within the other, as either the movable or the 65
fixed one may be the larger, or how the bind-
ing-spring, operating in conjunction with the
momble ]fmr is constructed or arranged, the
essential feature oftheinventionbeing a hlnﬂ ed
Sprmmaetmted loop-jaw adapted to opemte 70
in combination with a fixed loop-jaw, for the
purpose described.

The clasp thus provided forms an exceed-
inely strong easily-operated means of securing
a horse-cover under the animal’s neck or to 75
any part of the harness, as well as a clasp
eminently useful in numerous other instances
where a tletaehed clamp 18 needed.

In Fig. 2 a portion of a flexible connection,
I, 1S shown attached to the eye d, by means of 8o
which the clasp may be permanently secured
to any object, to have through said connection
any required latitude of movement.

In Fig. 1 a flexible connection, H, is shown
fixed m a buggy, to have the (‘:hSp upon 1ts 385
free end hold the robe upon one side of a per-
son driving, a clasp similarly arranged serv-
Ing to secure the other side of S&ld robe, to
leave it smoothly spread over the person to
require no part of the attention. QO

By making the connection H also elastic a
freedom of movement will be given the per-
son inclosed by a carriage-robe without a dls-
phcement of the same.

Now, having descnbed my invention, what 95
1 clfum 18-— |

1. The within- LIGSCIIDLd clasp for ho]dmn
robes or fabries, consisting of two spring-op-
posed jaws in the form of loops adapted to be
| received one within the other, to lie, when 8o 100
closed, in the same or contiguous approxi-
mately parallel planes, two arms having said
loops for their frec ends and arranged there-
with to permit onc loop to pass within the
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other, as deseribed, a spring formed upon the
prolongation of said arms from their loop ends,
and operating in a direction to hold the loops
upon the other ends of said arms together, and
a hinge combined and arranged with said jaw-
actuating spring and adapted to permit said
jaws to be m4nually distended, all combined
and operating as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The improved clasp for robes and textile
fabrics, consisting of two opposing loop-jaws
adapted to have one received within the other,
as set forth, provided with contiguous serrated
edges, and having one fixed and one* pivoted
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jaw, and means, substantially as described,

for operating the pivoted jaw. I5
3. The improved clasp for robes and textile

fabries, consisting of looped interlocking jaws

A B3, arms ¢ b, cross-head C, cam ¢, binding-

spring h, and eye d, as a means of attachment,

to a flexible connection, all combined and op- 20

erating as and for the purpose described.
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