(No Model.)

E. L. SPRAGUE.

BOOT OR SHOE.

-+

Patented Oct. 14, 1884,

No. 306,655.

L l.
I|I.I|I.|.|I“...-_=....1....1 I||.
e ey e, R '

N. PETERS. Photo-Lithographer, Washington, D, C.




10

IS5

20

23

39

~vided at its inner side with a stay, d" to which

40

45

_50

. -
Al
-
3
-

ton- boot embodymn my 11]V611t10]] Fig, 2,
‘right-hand or heel end view of Fig. 1 and Fw
> 3, a Section of Fig.

UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

EDWIN L.

SPRAGUE, OF BOSTON,

MASSACHUSETTS,

BOOT OR SHOE.

Shek

Application filed March 10, 1884,

BCIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 306,655, dated October 14,1884,

(No model.)

To all whom tt may concern : ]

Be it known that I, EDWIN L. SPRAGUE, of
Boston, county of Sutfolh, and State of Massa-
chusetts have invented an Improvement in
Boots and Shoes, of which the following de-
seription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like letterson
the dmmnws representing like parts.

My 111vent1011 consists, essentially, in a gait-
er-boot the top part of WhlGh above the quar-
ter and back of the ankle- Jomt 18 composed
of elastic goring, while the fore part of the top,
or that covering the instep, and the side flap
or flaps to cover the sides of the foot back to
at or near,the ankle-joint, are composed of
leather or cloth or of goring, with a button or
fastening flap of other material, the buttons or
other fastemnbs being attached to the elastic
goring in the rear p‘bt‘t of the shoe, the latter
yieldino about the tendon of the heel as the
shoe is being buttoned or otherwise fastened,
or when the said goring is strained, as durmw
walking. As heremshown the top part back:
of the ankle 13 composed of a single seamless
piece of elastic goring, and there are side ﬂeLps
at both sides of the foot | |

Figure 1, in side elevation, represents a but |

2 on the dotted line z «,
I‘1§3 2, part of the fore part of the boot bemg
broken off to save space on the drawings.

The sole ¢, vamp b, and quarter ¢ are and
may be all as “usual, Therear partofthe top of
the boot, as herein shown, is composed of an
ankle- covermg portion, d, 'made of elastic gor-
ing stitched to the part c, as indicated, adapted
to 5131 etch about the rear of the a,nkle and pro-

18 attached the pulling-on strap d°. The an-
kle-covering portion d will preferably be bound
at 1ts edge. by an elastic braid, as at ¢, the same
being woven or braided and cont‘umnﬂ* elastic
warp-threads, and, as herein shown, the sa1d
part d 18 provided ‘at each side the foot with a
row of buttons, as shown at f, which are at-
tached to the elastic goring d back of the an-
kle-joint, a stay-piece or strip’(shown in dot-
ted lines, I'ig. 1) being preferably placed at
the inner Slde of the goring opposite the point
where the shanks of the bubtons are attached
thereto. By attaching the buttons to the gor- |

gether at #* and to the vamp at 7°.

ing, as stated, the latter may stretch, and will

“then contract in the direction of the Arrows 2

3, respectively, when the shoe is in use or is 55
being fastened, the button-holes or devices of
the side flaps, f* ¢/, forming, preferably, inte-

gral parts of the instep-covering portions 7 of

the top, the latter portions belng united t0 |
| 60
The fastenings, herein shown as buttons 7,
are attached directly to the elastic goring, so
that the latter is {free to yield to the strain ex-
erted thereon by the ankle when walking, and
yet fit the ankle snugly, and being provided 65
with side flaps at both sides, the shoe can be
opened at either side, mceordmcr to the desn’e

of the wearer.

If desired, the shoe may be opened at but
one side; or one of the flaps, /', may be omit- 70
ted, and instead of it I may employa piece of
elastic goring or fabric to close and complete
that side of the butten-boot, and in the latter
case I may use an elastic gorihg or fabric for
the 1nstep-piece at the side that 18 open.

I am aware that the back portion of a boot
or shoe has contained elastic goring; but I
am not aware that the said elastic goring has
had buttons applied to it in such manner that
strain npon the buttons of the boot, when but-
toned or in the process of buttoning, causes
the elastic goring of the said top portion about
the heel to expand.

I elaim— |

1. In a boot or shoe, a quarter and a heel
covering or embracing portion, d, above and
connected with it, the said portion being com-
posed of or containing elastic goring or fabric,
and having secured to the elastic portion fast-
enings to connect the said part d with the in-
step-covering portion of the shoe, the portion
d, by the strain upon the fastenings attached
to 1t, being free to stretch about the heel or
leg of the wearer of the shoe at and about the
ank]e substantially as described.

2. In a galter-boot, the sole and quarter and
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the portion d, compo_sed of or confaining elas-

tic goring or fabric attached to the quarter
and extended to ornear the upper edge of the.
top, and having buttons or other fastenings
attached thereto, combined with a vamp, 1n-
step-covering portion, and aside flap connect-
ed with or forming part of the said instep-cov-

100

ering portion of the said boot, the said side
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 flap being adapted to be confined in place

10

about the ankle and with relation to the por-

tion d by means of the said fastenings, sub-

stantially as described.
3. The quarter and the attached top portion,

d, composed of elastic goring or material ex-
tended about the heel, and provided at oppo-
site sides of the foot, near the ankle-bone,with
rows of buttons or fasteningudevices, combined
with two flaps, ' ¢/, attached to opposite sides
of the boot, either su:le of the latter being thus
adapted to be opened to take off or put on the
boot, substantially as desecribed.

4. In a boot or shoe, the combination, with
elastic goring, of an elastic binding to bind 15
the same and stretch in unison w:Lth the said
goring, substantially as described. |

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification inthe presence of two sub-

SCY ibing witnesses.
EDWIN L. SPRAGUE.

Witnesses:
G. W. GREGORY,
VW. H. SIGSTON.
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