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To all w]wm z,zﬁ My concern:
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER L. BRYAN,

a citizen of the Umted States, residing atr

Edgewood, in the county of De Kalb and State
of Georgia, have invented new and useful Im-

| provements in A nimal-Traps, of which the fol

lowing 1s a spemﬁcatmn

MV invention relates to animal: tl "LpS and_
_has for its object to providesimpleand efficient

means for operating a falling trapping device,

which is set free: either by the weight of the
animal or by his tampering with the bait,and
to combine therewith means for relléle]:*lmnF the
trigger more or less sensitive, asthe welght of

the animal caught or other clreu:mst‘mces may

require.

T'o this end, thmefme my mventlon con&sts_ |

in the seveml novel. features of construction
and combinations of parts, hereinafter de-
seribed, and pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the dla,wmﬂs Figurelisa cen-:i
tral vertieal section taken “from end to end of

a trap embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a

-Similar section 1llustratmﬂ' 2 modlﬁed form of
Fig.3is a plzm view of the base .

portion shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 isa detail of

the locking device for securing the trigger af-
ter the trap isset, in order that it may be Te-
moved fmm p]ace to place without springing
5 is a detail perSpectwe of part of

it, g,
the trlpplnn mechanisni. |

In said dmwmws, the letter A designates
the body of - a trap of any suitable form, and

- provided with avertically-sliding drop or door
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B, at either end, or, if desired, at both ends
These doors I]de he_ made of sheet metal,or of

other material, and are arranged to slide in
guideways a a, their weight being such as to
insure their nnmedlate descent When the trig-

ger 1s operated. ‘Uponthe top of the trap, and
1111111@(111‘{@13 in front of the door, is phced an

upright, C, having an eye or nobeh ¢, in its
end, ‘rhrouuh which is led = cord, b having
‘one. end fttta(*hefl to the top.of the doorB A

friction-roll may, if required, be journaled in

‘the upright; but for all {)rdmaw purposes

the construction shown will prove sufficient:

Upon the top of the tl'ap._. and at a convenient

point between its ends, is placed a standard,
D,and upon ahorizontal axis therein is mmmt~
od a, disk, I, having a notch, e. Above said

‘weight of the door as long- as the trigger is in
'.engaﬂement with the notch ¢ in the disk.
the end of the trigger I is attached a trip- -
“ping-cord, f’, which drops Veltleally through .
| the roof of the cage to an elemted ﬂ001 -Sec-

placed a bait-post, I, of any suitable construc-
tion—such, for example, as that Shown——upon
| which the bait may be impaled.

trap is set- by raising the .door, carrying the
~cord /' through the loop or Std_‘[)l(} G, hooking

ing attracted by the bait enters the cage, and
in diseng;: wmg it from the post L thereby
-causes suf

f,‘ﬁn o modu].)
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‘which is rula]_:)ted to engage mth the notch e.
Upon the side of the disk B 0pp081te this

notch are formed hooks or catches ¢ ¢’, and 55.-

‘the gate-cord b; which is led from the eye ¢ of -

the upright b through a staple or loop, Gr,

‘below, passes thence tO the hook or catch ¢/,

with Whl(’h it engages by means of a loop

formed upon the end of the cord, or a ring at- 60
| tached thereto.
‘trap is set the trigger I will hold the disk E

It will be seen that When the

against . rotation, “and thereby - sustain the

To '65j -
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ca,ne Neal 1ts centml portmn are plaeed sta- 70
p]es h 1, through which the cord J" passes, its S

end being secured to a staple, H', in the floor.
Between the tripping lever or trigger I' and
the roof of the cageis placed an ordinaryarm,
1, pivoted to the &tandmd D, and to thisarm 7 5
'the tripping-cord f' is attached.

W indicates a weight, which is adj usfnble

'upon said arm towmd 'md ﬁom 1t:;~, plvotal

point. |
In front Of the 1}1&?0ted

...... "l

00r- Se@blon H is

80 :.' |

The operation of the parts described is as
follows: The bait being properly arranged, the

its end over 1]10 catch ¢, and engaging the |
notch ¢ with the trigger F. The animal be-
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icient tension of the cord f* to trip
the. trigger F and drop the door B. By ad-
Justing the weight W upon the arm I the trip- -
ping mechanlsm may he made more sensitive,
so that a small weight upon the pivoted sec-
tion H will: opemte it.. YWhen a door is used
upon both ends of the trap, the cord 14 sup-
porting the second door, is-passed from its

loop G’ beueath the dlsL, 1 and connected 100

with the hook ¢% in the mannershown in Figs.
1 and 5. Aconvenient manner of making this
e{mnectlon 1s to notch the point of the lwok |

f]]SL is aumwed a tuggm T hzwmg a toe, f, | ¢, zmd knot the end of ﬂlG cord whmh lies in
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the notceh, the knot being too lar ﬂ'e to pass | handle, X, of any eonvement f01m may be ‘Lp 5O

‘through. In this manner both doors may be
oper ated by the same tripping device.
A modified form of device is shown in Fig.
2, wherein I propose.to support the whole
_body of the trapupon a central standard. In
- said figure the letter M designates the base of
the tlELp from which r1ses a central upright,
M.
10 disk, N, having a hook, Ty formed 1n its edge,
. and ‘l series of not(,hes w'.  Upon the t0p of
-the trap drop or body O 18 a loop, m, which-
“engages with the noteh #/, and above the disk
N is pwoted a trigeer, P, having a toe w hich

Ln |

‘holds the trap-body suspended above its base.
To the end of the trigger Pis attached a trip-
ping-cord, p, passing down through the roof of
the cage and attached toanarm, R, pivoted to
the upright M, alittle above its base.
this arm is mounted a bait hook or holder,
8, and surrounding the same, but arranged
" nearer the base, is a plate or stllp 8, h&v1ntr'

its.ends supported upon pivots s.  The (,ord

25 p 18 carried from the arm IR to the central
point of this strip and fastened thereto. In
‘securing the bait the animal is almost sure to
step upon this strip, and thereby trip the trig-
~ger and drop the cage. The same result also
attends tampering with the bait.
ting the arm R, I provide a scale-beam, T,
upon which a wewht W, .may be ad]usted
whereby the wel ﬂ*ht necessary to trip the trlﬂ
~ger P may be 1egu]a,ted |

35 - As 1t i1s frequently desirable to set the trap
- and thenlocate it, I provide a locking device
by which the tri 1gﬂel may be secured until the
- trap is placed and adj] usted.
sists of a pawl, {, mounted on the heel of the
trigger and en ﬂ'acrmn with notches ¢" in the up-
right. When the trap 18 placed, thl& pawl 18
_turned back out of engagement.
~ Inthe modified form of construction shown
_ '111 Fig. 2 I place in the standard M’ a spring
m, whlch allows the trap to pass downward
Ibut springs outward after it has passed, and
prevents it being lifted. - A door, V, may also
be placed in the side of the trap.

- Ffor convenience in ‘rlansljol ting the tr ap a
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-Near the top of the latter is pivoted a |

engages with any one Ot the notches n and
-provided with a locking- pawl upon its heel

and engaging with the notched stand‘u d, sub-.

the pivoted foot- plate, the cord connecting the
said lever and plate, the notched disk, and

Upon

By split-_
_tmlly as described.

This device con-

plied to the upper end of the St"mdald D.
szmg thug described my inv entlon Wh’hﬁ
I claim is— '

1. Inan animal-trap, the combmabwn with

a drop falling by gravity, of means _fm Sus- 55
tmnmg said d1 op, a t11 cger releasing the same,

a tripping-cord Conuected with the trigeerand
with a pivoted arm having an adjustable
weight, substantially as described.

9. The combination, with a*drop falling by
oravity, of a SHSt’lll‘llnﬂ‘ cord, a disk hawng_
hooks engaging with said cmd a trigger en-
gaging with a notch in the dmk, and mechan-
ism for tripping the same, said trigger being

60

Stalltlally as desermed |
3. Thecombination, with the tuppmg -lever, -

7C
means connecting it with a drop, of an inter.

nediate lever-arm connected with said cord
and having an‘adjustable weight, substantmllv_- .

as deser 1bed

- 4. The combination, with thetl ipping-lever, 75
the notched disk, the dmp, and means for con-
necting it with the disk, of the pivoted lever-
arm carrying the bait- holdel the pivoted foot-
plate, and the cord connectmo the tripping-
lever, the lever-arm, and foot- plate substan- 8o

5. The combination of the base M, the up-

right M/, the notched disk N, the trlggel P,

pivoted arm R, the cord connecbmﬂ‘ sald arm
and trigger, the drop, and the spring m’, sub- 85
stantially as described.

6. The combination, with the s:andard M,
the drop and trlppmﬂ* mechanism, of the piv-
oted lever-arm R, split to form a scale beam,

T, and the ad] ustable Welﬂ‘ht "W" Subsmntlally 90

as described.
In testimony: whereof I have ]Lereunto set

-my. hand in the presence of two subscribing

W 1tnesseq

ALL\AVDDR L. BRYAX.

Wltnessm S
H. C. JONES,
- JoHN B. STEWARD.
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