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To all whotn it maly CONCErT:

Beit known that I, FREDERICK SCHWATKA,
of Vancouver Barracks,in the county of Clarke
and Territory of Washington, have invented
a new and Improved Folding Skeleton Gun-
Stock, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description. | |

This invention consists in a skeleton folding
gun-stock or gun-stock extension pivoted to
swing upon a smaller stock of a gun or pistol—
as, for instance, on the grip part of the pistol—
and arranged so that when closed it fits under-

neath the stock or body part of the gun, thus
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securing great compactness, and providing for

a large extension of the gun-stock.

Tt also consists in a spiral articulated con-
struction of said skeleton folding gun-stock,

‘and In a combination,with said stock, of fast-

" enings for securing the same when closed and
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- gun or
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 drawings, forming part of this specification, in
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when extended. - .. | |
' differs from a

Said invention essentially
pistol stock in which a solid butt por-
tion is hinged to the frame of the weaponin rear
of its barrel, also from a pistol provided with
a stick-like or solid extension stock arranged

toglide through or upon the handle of the pistol.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 represents a side view of a fire-arm.

having my invention applied, and showing, by
full and dotted lines, respectively, the folding
stock as extended and as closed. - Fig. 21s a
transverse section through the smaller or fixed

stock of the ““arm?’ with means for the adjust-

ment and securing of the upper part of the
folding stock. | - | |

A is the ““grip’’ of the pistol or fire-arm,
and B C D D’ bars of which the folding skele-
ton stock is composed. The bar B, which oc-

cupies the lowermost portion when the stock 1s.

extended, is hinged or pivoted, as at @, to the

back part of the grip of the pistol, and the
per bar, C, is jointed gt its inner end, ¢/, to-

up
a slide, b, fitted to work within & longitudinal
slot, ¢, in the tang d of the pistol-grip, and pro-
vided with a thumb-screw or snap or other
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ing stock when closed. The bars or plates D
I, which fornm the butt of the extending and

folding stock, are pivoted to each other, as at

g, and at h &’ to the outer endsof the bars BU. 55

The shape of these several bars will vary with
the shape of the smaller fixed stock or portion

of the arm they are designed.to fold against,.

or style of the fire-arm to which the folding
skeleton stock is applied. In closing the fold-
ing stock, the slide b moves from the position

shown for it by full lines in Fig. 1 to that oc--
‘cupied by it in dotted lines, same figure, and

when the skeleton stock is folded 1t assumes
the position shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1.
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The bars B C are of such waved configuration

as that,when the skeleton stock is folded, they

will close one intothe other and hug the lower
side of the fixed or smaller stock of the gun,

and the butt-bars D D’ fold within them. The
bars B C, when the folding stock is extended

from « to &’ and from « to h, connected by the
butt plates or bars jointed, as at g,correspond,
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extended. A similar or other suitable fasten- so
ing, as at f, is provided for holding the fold-

varying, however, in shape with the style of -~ .

oun. The nearer the portion of the gun from
¢ to f approaches a straight line the nearer
will the bars B Capproach a straight configu-
ration. The butt plate or plates D D', hinged
together, as at g, fold inward or backward
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against the inner sides of the outer portions of 8o

the bars B C, as the extended folding stock is
swung around on the pivot a to close or fold it.
If said plates D D/, which should be of thesame
shape, or nearly so, as the portions of the bars
B C against which they fit when closed, are
not made arched inward or hollow, then said

| portions of the bars B C should be made so,

and a corresponding alteration from.f to the
left be made in the under side of the thimble-
stock. | S |

'When the stock is extended ready for use,

of the upper and lower bars B C near each

other, and at these points struts or braces G G,

hinged to one bar and snapping into the other,
may be used to strengthen the skeleton stock
and giveit a truss-like construction. These

fastening, e, to hold said bar in position when ! hinged struts should have the same configu-

QO

its waved configuration will bring certain parts N
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“ration, or thereabout, as the
bars B C against which they close when re-

portitms of the

- leased. -

- At either one of the two joints or portions
h I 18 aring, 4, large enough to insert the fore-
finger, to facilitate

of the stock. To fold the stock;
¢ 18 released, which admits of the slide b work-

Ing down within or along the groove ¢ for the
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stock to swing upon the hinge or pivot @, and

after the stock has been folded, as shown by
dotted lines in Fig. 1, it is secured by the

~ fastening f. |

- extension pivoted to swing
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- Havingthus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. Afoldingskeleton gun-stock or gun-stock
upon a smaller
stock or body part of the gun, and arranged

to fold beneath the same, Su bstantially as speei- |

fied.

.

the folding and extending.
the fastening

]

2. Thearticulated fﬂlding skeleton gun-stock |

305,537

in ﬁ_i.v_eted and jointed and sliding connection
with a smaller stock or body part of the oun,

‘and arranged for operation in relation there-

with essentially as described. _

o. Ina folding skeleton gun-stock, the com-
bination of the waved or irregular-shaped bars
B G, the jointed butt-plates D I, the fixed

pivot a, and slide b, with its pivot « and the

fastenings e f, all arranged for operation in

is -

relation with each other and the smaller stock

or body part of the gun, substantially as and

for the purposes specified.

4. In anarticulated folding skeleton gun-

stock, arranged for operation as deseribed, 35

the combination, with the bars B C, of one or
more pivoted struts or braces, G, essentially

-as and for the purpose herein set forth.

| FREDERICK SCHWATEKA.
- Witnesses: |

- AL S, KIMBALL,

- CHARLES F. WESsT.
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