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7o all whom it may concerw : |

Be it known that I, JouN R. BECHTEL, a
citizen of the United States, resident at the
city of Reading, county of Berks State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and usefal Tm-

provement in Tailors’ Measures, of Whleh the-
followiug is a specification.

- T'his mventlon pertains more pa,l twuler]y
to that class of measures intended to be ap-
plied to the body preliminary to the measure-

~ment of the same with the usual tape- line.

The object of the invention is to Slmpllfy

the art of cutting and fitting of dressesor suits

15
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by the use of the measure herein described
as a base for the usual tape-measurements,
subsequently transferring the same from the
measure upon the goods to be made up, the

“whole operation being so simple that any tai-

lor acquainted with the mode of application
and measurement cannot fell In every 1nstance
of securing a good fit.

The drawings accompanying this specifica-

~ tion and forming a part of the same fully dis-
- close the nature of my improvement, like let-

s
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tersand figuresindicating llke partsand points
ﬂ]lOIIﬂ’]lOllt
l“lgule 1 is a back view of a person, show-

ing the application of the measure to estab--

lish the first points. Fig, 2 is a front view

showing the measure secured around the body

to eSt‘LbllS]l the front side or breast mark.
I‘w 3 18 a rear view showing the establish-

‘ment of the back or scye mark. TFig. 4 shows

the measurements from the collar-seam to the
scye or back mark and from the back to the
front or side breast-mark. Fig. 5 shows the
measurements from the shoulder-seam to the
front or side breast-mark. Fig. 6 is an e]e
vation of the measure.

A represents the blade of the measure; A/,

“a buckle, and A’a strap attached to the same

B, an arm at right angles with the blade; B"
a plumb-line marked thereon C,acurved con-
nection between the arm and’ upper end of the
blade; ¢/, a central notch in the outer edge of
same; D 2} tmenﬂuhr ftperture, and K a llght

plumb bob.

The measure may be constructed of eny hoht
and flexible material that will admit of _1ts
easy application to the body, and may have

inches or any arbitrary marks upon its edges.

R
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A buekle at one end of the blade and a strap -
at the other provide for its retention around
the body, and the plumb-line, (marked upon

the arm B, ) in connection with the plumb-bob, == o

insures the proper location of the b1 cast and'
back marks or points. |

' The use of the invention is a8 follows The

person to be measured stands, coat buttoned,

‘In his natural position, with his back toward go '
the operator, who applies the measure withits
‘plain edge on a line with the back- seam, the

head of the blade at the collar-seam and i 1n a
perpendicular position. Placing hisleft hand -

upon and firmly holding the same in place, he ¢ 5 o

marks with his right hfmd the points 1 at the
collar, and 2, 3, end 4 upon the shoulder-seam.
He then edvanees to the front of the person,
and buckling the measure around his body i in

angled short blade B ag ainst the person’s arm,

and shifting the p051t10n of the measure so es |
to conie close up to the armpits, and with the
line B’ upon the short arm of the measure co-
incident with the line of the plumb- bob, the 75
point 5, at the Intersection of theshort andlo:un -

| armin the triangular aperture, is marked upon

the coat; then, pessmf:- again behind. the per-
son, the p0111t 6 18 mar ked upon the back-seam

‘the position show:a in Fig. 2, with the right- 7.5 .

ebove the blade A, or across, if wearing asack- 8o

| coat without a seam. The above six pomts be-

ing marked, the measure is unbuckled and laid
a&nde.. The -operator now takes his tape in -

‘hand and first measures the line 7 on the back-
-seam from 1 to 6, and from there down as 85

far as fashion chetetes for the length of the

coat. He then measures the line 8 from the

point 6 on the back to the point 5 on the front
or breast, and line 9 from 2 at the shoulde:x—ﬂ

shoulder-seam 3 to the front breast-mark, b,
and the line 11 from 4 to 5.

As deseribed, the measure has been apphed
to one side of the body (the right) alone. It

will be understood that the measure is alike 05 .

on both sides, and is simply reversed, and the
same operation gone through with on the op-

posite (or lett) suile of the body, which will es- |

tablish two breast-marks, number 5, and mak-
ing the measurement on line 12 between the roo
same, and, dividing by two, will give the cen-

ter 1111e Of the GO"Lt or vest ’lt the fr ont,

~seam to b at the breast, the line 10 from the go )




By this System of measurement and use of [ the upper end of A measure'd'lupon' 1ts front

my invention it is a matter-of indifference as
to the form of the person to be fitted, and

- whether the person be stooped, hump-backed,
5 or narrow back and full-breasted. Thepoints
1 to 6 having been established, and the tape-
~measurements correctly made and then by the
Instrument transferred to the material; these

things insure that where fullness, or the re--

1o verse, is required it will be given, and the fit

will be, when completed, all that the most

- fastidious could ask for.

I am aware that measures somewhat similar.

in form to my invention have been used by

- . I 5 tailors; but they have not been, as far as I am
- aware, used for the establishment of certain-

fixed points from and to which all the other

~ measurements are tributary in securing agood
fitting suit, nor were they adapted to such pur-

20 pose. The same system is applicable to the
- measurement for vest and pantaloons, and its

~ application will be understood by an expert.
I find a convenient size for the measure to

‘be as follows: blade A, thirty-four inches lon o |

25 by two and one-half inches wide; arm B, pro-
jecting seven and one-halfinches from the back:

of the blade A and at a point six inches from |

unobstructed edge, the back edge of the blade -

at the upper end being one-half inch higher ;o

than the front edge. About three-fourths of an
inch is left standing at right angles with the
lower outer edge of the arm B, and from this
point, and intersecting the back rise of the
blade at the upper end, a circular arcisstruck ss
with a radius of about eighteen inches, which
torms the concave guide for the shoulder-seam.
Having shown the use and advantages of
my improved system of measuring and cut-

ting and the invention whereby it is made 40 .

practicable, I desire to claim as follows: _
A tailor’s measure composed of a flexible

‘blade, A, strap A’ buckle A’ or its equiva-
lent, short arm B, plumb-line B, curved con-
nection C, having a notech, C', and triangular 15

aperture D, in combination with a plumb-bob,
B, or its equivalent, the whole adapted to be

applied to the person to be measured and to

the material to be cut, in the manner and for
the purpose specified. . I
o JOHN R. BECHTEL.
Witnesses: = o S
- THOMAS P. KINSEY,
F. PEIRCE HUMMEL.,
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