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~ lings, of which the following is a speci
reference being had thelem to the accompany-
~ | economically replaced.
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(No model. )

Be it known that I, WINFIDLD S. SHANA-
HAN, a citizen of the "United States, residing
at East Chatham, in the county of Columbm
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Impr Ovements in Thill-Coup-
ication,

ing drawings.
My mveutwn 1elates to certain improve-

ment in thill-couplings, and is designed to pre-

bracing and secured to the axle.

vent all wear of the shaft-iron on the draft

side of the eye of the clip.

Tn describing the device reference will be
made tothe accompanying drawings, in which
Figure 1 represents partly a side and partly a
Sectlonal view of the invention, and Fig. 2 a
detail plan view of a portion of the shaft iron
with my improvements attached thereto.

- A represents that portion of -the clip em-
On one side

- of the said clip is an enlargement, B, annular
- in shape and forming the eye of the chp The
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B Shown
than the eye, is compressed in order to enter |
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enlargement 18 pr 0v1ded with an opening,

to receive the cross-bar on the end of the shaft
iron. Contained in the eye is the rubber block
D, provided with a 1ectangu1&1 recess or slot,
E, and surrounded by thespring metallic band

_I‘ the ends of which are inserted in the open-

ing B, reaching to the bottom of the same, as
‘This spring F, by being made larger

the same, and by its tension presses against

the sides of the opening I and assists in ex-
panding it and keeping it tight in the eye.
To the shaft is connected the shaft- iron (x, pro-
vided with two wings, H, adapted to emblace
the enlargement B on t’he clip. Situated be-
tween the wings 1s the bar I, adapted to enter
the opening in the enlargement having first
had secured around it the ecovering K, prefera-
bly of rawhide, though it may be "of leather or
othersuitable materlal ThlS when the shaft-

lS-—-—*

presence of two witnesses.

ey

iron is proper]y placed in pOSItmn in the ellp, D
will form a bearing-surface against the inner 45
wall of the enlarﬂ'ement aud so prevent all -~
wear of the same, that would otherwise occm o
when the two metal surfaces come in contact.
- The peculiar tenacity and toughness of raw- =
hide will cause it to wear for a long time, and szo -
should it ever become worn it is qulckl'y and Lo

It has been found to be 1lecessa1y in this
class of thill-couplings to provide some means =
of preventing dirt or other foreign matter en- 55
tering the opening in the enlar gement and to
overcome this difficulty, which would result
in the qulck destruction of the rawhide and -

the spring, on the proper place on the wings

H isriveted, soldered, or formed integral Wlth 60
them fLStl"llJ L, so that when in posﬂ;lon the
opening 18 eompletely covered. 'This strip
does not at all interfere with the removal of
the shaft-iron from the clip. It is only when
theimprovementsherein described areapplied 65
to the thill-coupling that it becomes perfect in - -~
all its parts and forms a true ‘‘anti-rattier.””
‘Having desm ibed theinvention, what 1 claam

" As an article of manufactur e, a thill- eoup 705 ,

ling composed of a clip having a slotted eye,

in which rests a spring-surrounded recessed
block, and a shaft-iron having two wings, and
a cross-bar, which 1s surrounded by raw]nde -
or its eqmv&len’c the wings having secured to 7 5'
and extending between them a metallic strip, .-
which in normal position covers the slot in the

eye, the entire device operating substantmlly

as and for the purpose set forth. e
- In testimony whereof Laffix my signaturein 8o

WVINFIELD S SHANAHAN
Witnesses:

WiLLIAM C. DALEY,
GEO. E. PATTON.
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