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~admit of the pivoting between said plates of a

¢. One side of the plate B is left open—that
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hook.

| hook turned down to allow of the removal of |
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To all whom it may concern: ' ’

- Be it known that we, WILLIAM M. SMITHER
and SUE E. SMITHER, citizens of the United
States, residing at Keene, in the county of
Jessamine and State of Kentucky, have in- |
vented a new and useful Trace-Carrier, of
which the following 1s a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings.

Our invention relates to an improvement in
trace-carriers; and 1t has for its object to pro-
vide a device of this character which shall be
simple in its construction, durable in its use,
and which the draft-chain may - be 1ead11y |
attached to or detached from.

A further object of the invention provides
for the retention of the chain upon the trace-

With these ends in view the inv entwn con-
Slstb in the improved construction and com-
binations of parts hereinafter fully desecribed,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a pelspec{ne |
view of our 1mp10ved trace-carrier, showing
a pmtlon of the draft-chain attached ‘thereto,
Ifig. 2 18 a side elevation showing the trace-

the chain. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal vertical
section, and Fig. 1 is a transverse section on
the line #  of Fig. 2.

In the accompanying drawings, in which

1ng parts in all the figures, A represents the
trace, which is provided a short distance from
1ts rear end with a loop, A’, which is secured
thereto preferably by bewmg This loop A’
passes through a slot in the front end of a
leather strip or plate, B, and secures the for-
ward end of the same in place.

B’ represents a plate secured to the upper
side of the plate B by means of rivets a, or
other equivalent fastening.

Upon the rivets q, between the plates B and
and B', are ;int.erposed washers 0, so that said
plate B’ is somewhat raised from the plate B,
and does not come in contact with said plate.
This raising or elevating of the plate I’ is to

plate, €, having its end bent to form a hook,

15, there 1s no rivet at that point—thus allow-
ing said plate C to be turned down to the po-
sition shown in I1g, 2. The other side of the
plate B', however, is closed by the rivet and

washer; thus 1111111311]0 the npward movement of
the 1)1.:1136 C farther than that pﬂmt |

To the plate B, at the forward end thereof,

18 secured a guard, D, which is on a vertical
plane with the front edge of the plate B'. This

guard I is for the purpose of retaining the

chaln upon the hook, as when said hook is in

.the position shown in Fig. 1 all possibility of
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the chain becoming detached 1s avoided, the

open end of said hook resting within the guard.
Moreover, by the use of this guard the liabil-
1ty of the reins to catch upon the 11001{ 1S OVer-
come.

down to the position shown in Fig. 2 and the
chain attached thereto. The plate is then
pushed in under the guard, and when draft is

‘applied the tendency will be to draw the hook
up against the rivet, which preventsits farther
1t will thus be seen that

upward movement.
the chain is held firmly and securely in place,
and its detachment prevented.

The nnplwement above described is cheap

6% :

Inoperation the hook Cisturned or dmpped N
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and simple, and is also readily attached and .

18 thoroughly efficient.

Having fully described our invention, what

we claim.as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, ls~—-—-
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1. The cembmatwn with a trace, of a strip

or plate, I3, secured theleto a plate, B" secured

to plate B, and a hook pivoted between said
plates, as set forth.

2. The combination, with a trace having a
loop, A’, of a strip or plate, B, secured tosaid
loop, a 1)1ate B3’, secured to plate B, and.a hook
pivoted bem een said phtes subst‘mtlally as
set forth.

3. The conﬂnmtmu with atmce of aplate,
B, a plate, B, secur ed to plate B, 2 hook Piv-

oted between said plates, and a guald D, as set

forth.

4. The combmatlon with a maee having a
1001)?_ A’, of a strip or pl.-;tte., B, secured there-
to, a plate:, B, secured to plm;e B, a hook piv-
oted between said plates, and a guard, D, hav-

ing an open and a closed side, substantially as
. 100

set forth. o
In testimony that we claim the foregoing as

'om own we have hereto atiixed our sig nthm es

11 presence of two witnesses,

M. SMITHER.
SMITHER.

XVM.
SULL 1.

- Witnesses:
M. C. SMITH,
GRrRANT (3. K\IIGHT
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