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o &ll whom it may concern -

Be it known that I, JAMES JENKT NSON, of
the city of Brooklyn, in the county of K1nD°S
and State of New Ym]{ have invented an Im-

proved Combined Hoc:»p Skirt and Bustle; and

I hereby declare the following to Dbe a ful]
clear, and exact description thereof reference
bemﬂ' had to the accompanying dmwmos
which form a part of this SpeGIﬁCELEI(}I]

This invention relates to 1111pr0vements in

hoop-skirts and bustles; and its object is to
construct the same in Such manner that by a
ready and easily-made adjustment either the
skirt or the bustle can be worn separately, or
both can be worn at the shme time.

The invention consists in the combination,

..w1th a hoop-skirt and a bustle, of a series of
- &traps attached to and dependmg Irom the
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-bustle., and each having a buckle or other fast-

ening deviceatits 10we1 end, and a correspond-

1ng series of straps attdched to the skirt, of
wfﬁcmnt length to extend to the waist of the
wearer, and provided with loops at their up-

per ends to receive a cord or band, the whole
being constructed, as hereinafter paz ticularly
descubed so that the skirt can be detached

- from the bustle, and when detached ecan be
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worn separately by being suspended from the
said cord or band, which latter in that case is
passed through the 100133 and tled ELIOLIIld the
waist.

Inthe accompanying dr awmgs, Figure lrep-
resents a front view of the skirt and bustle
connected; Fig. 2, a side view of the same.

Ifig. 3 1s af:onb Vlew of the skirt detached }

from the bustle as it appears when worn with-
out the bustle, and Fig. 4 is a detail view on a,
larger scale and herei nafter referred to ’111d ex-
plained.

Similar letters of referenceindicate the same
parts in all the several figures.

A representsthe bustle, and B the hoop-skirt.
The rear portion of the pustle A i is formed with

‘the ordinary hoops or ribs, « a a, and the front

portion thereof is of knitted or woven mate-
rial, open up its center, and the edges of the
openmﬂ adapted to be f%tened or drawn to-
gether with a lace or cord, b, and said bustle

- 18 provided with a band, e, which 18 fastened
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around the waist of the. w f;au er,

("‘\“"0 model.}
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sald bustle are straps d and % d, the former at

‘the center ofthe back,and the httel oneoneach

sideatthat partther eof where the ribs or hoops

a @ a terminate. Bach of these straps extends
shnht]y above the upper edge of the band ¢,

and is provided with m]oop n, through which

a cord or band, e, is passed, by means “ofwhich
itis fastened ar ouud the waist of the wearer,and

55

the lowerends of said-straps extend slwhtly be-

low the lower edge of the bustle, and are each
provided with a bucL]e or other fastenrng de-
vice, f. The skirt B IS formed with the ordi-
nary ribs or hoops, ¢ ', except at the front
portion thereof, ‘Wthh latter will presently be
descr 1bed Atuached to the skirt are straps m
m and m’ m’ w/, each of which is of sufficient
length to reach to the Walsb of the wearer, and
is provided with aloop, #/, atits end to receive
the cord or band by whichit is tied around the
walst when worn without the bustle.
the sLnt fmd the bustle are worn together,the
straps m’ m’ m’ are attached to the Stl apPs 4 d
d’ on the bustle by means of thebucklesor fast-
ing devices f, and the straps m m are drawn up
to the walst, and thelr loops n passed over the
cord or band ¢, as shown most plainly in the
detail FKig. 4, and when the skirt 18 worn alone
or w1thout the bustle the upper ends of all of

said strapsm and m’ are drawnup to the waist

of the wearer and passed over said cord or
band e, as shown in Fig. 3. 'When the bustle

When
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18 worn alone,the straps m m are disconnected

from the cord or band ¢, and m' m' m' are dis-
connected fromd &' d'.

In the drawings I have shown an improve-
mentinthe eonstrucmono ‘the front oftheskirt,
which said improvement I ordinarily use in
connection withtheinvention above described,

{ but which I do not claim as part of my Said

invention. In thisimprovementtheribsa’ o,

85

Q0

instead of being extended across the front, are

made to ter mlnate at some distance therefrom,

and the intermediate portion or front, »,of the
skirt 18 of knitted or woven material, and is
divided by an opening, r, up its center, and
the sides of this opening are provided ‘with
eyelets s,to receive a cord or lace, ¢, by means
of which the parts are drawn togethel By
means of this construction greater elasticity is
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Attached to | obtained, as any portion of the front that may 10




be subjected to undue pressure (as, for in-
stance, in ascending stairs) will yield under
the pressure and resume its normal posulon
as soon as the pressure 1s removed.

I may state that the whole of the skirt and
also of the bustle is usually covered with a

~ knitted fabric; but thisis omitted in the draw-
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1ngs, to avoid crowding the same, except in

those portions which consist of knitted or

woven fabric only.
I am aware that a hoop- sk1rt has been made

with an open space or spaces to accommodate

the feet in walking,as shown in the Patent No.
31,876, to T. B3. De Tforest; also, that a hoop-
Skut has been made in whwh the lower hoops
are inserted in a detachable cloth band, said

‘hoops being continued entirely around the |

304,935

skirt, as shown in Patent No. 57,169 to E. L.
Morris, and I do not ¢claim either of these con-
structions, but hereby disclaim the same.

What I claim as my invention is—

In combination with thebustle A andhoop-
skirt B, the straps d and &' d', attached to said
bustle, and provided with buckles f at their
lower ends, and the straps m m and m' m’ m/,
attached to the skirt B, and provided with
loops »" at their free ends, the whole construet-
ed and arranged substantially ashereinshown
and described, for the purpose set forth.

JAMES JENKINSON.
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W*ltnesses
M. H. TOPPING,
- JOHN S. THOR’\I’lON.'
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