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-~ To all whom it may concern :
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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

CARL J. SKAT,

O RACINE, WISCONSIN.

FOLDING COT.

@PECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 304, 282 dated August 26, 1884.

Apnrlication ﬁled Oeteher 31, 1883,

(Model.)

Be 1t known that I, CARL J. SKAU, a citizen
of the United St%tes residing at R-’teme in
the county of Racine and State of VVISCOHSIH
haveinvented certainnew and useful Impr ove
ments in Folding Cots; and I do hereby de-
clare the followmfr to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the 1nvent10u such as will
enable others skilled in the art t0 which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying dmwmﬂs, and.
to the letters or figures of reference marked
thereon, whlch form 3! p.:;ut of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to that class of fold-
ing cot-beds desceribed in United States Letters
Patent No. 232 ,418, granted to me on the 21st
day of September 1880.

The object of this invention isto provide a
cot-bed that may be readily set up for use or
folded into a small compass when not in use,
and that, while possessing the quality of e\f
treme I'lﬂldlty,Wﬂl beat the same time so light
as to be easily moved {from place to place.

To this end the invention consists of cer-
tain novel features of construction and com-
bination of parts, which will be fully de-
scribed in the ensuing specification, and par-
ticularly pointed out in theclaims at the close
thereol. |

For a full understanding of my invention
reference should be had to the accompanying
drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 1sa vertical longitudinal section of |
my 1mproved cot. Iig. 2 1s a planview there-
of, part of the upholstering heing removed.
Fig. 3 18 an end elevation of the same. Fig.
4 18 a detail section on the line X X, Fig, 2
Figs. b, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 are details.

The same letters of reference are used in
all the figures in the designation.of identical
parts.

To the side bars, A, of the fmme are Se- |
cured the 10110*1131161111&1 edges of the webbing
B, of canvas or other Slllt‘tb]e material, upon
which the mattress or upholstering is Sup-
ported. Upon the inner face of the bars A,
near each end, is secured a metal plate, A“',
provided With a horizontally-arranged key-

(? and form bearings therefor.

' of the end sections.

hole slot, ’. (Shownin detail in Fw‘ 4.)

crossing at the center, and pivoted together
by a bolt, C°. The mdjaeent faces of the legs
’LI‘(-‘; provided at the crossing-point with plates
¢ ¢, (shown in Figs. 6 and 7,) provided aft the
center with perfomtions to receive the bolb
" The phte ¢ 1S
1s .provided with a segmental slot, ¢, ar-

ranged concentrically with relation to the cen-

tral perforation ef sald plate and projecting

from the plate ¢’ is a stud, ¢/, adapted to en-
gage with sald slot ¢° to limit the movement

of the legs. To the upperends of the legsare
secured plates provided with dovetailed pro-
jections ¢, adapted to be received and secured
within the key-holeslots ¢’ of the plate A’, and

53

60

the side bars, A, and cro_ss-legs form the end

1rame proper.

Between the plates A’and the ends of the
side bars are fulecrumed hook-bars D, the
hooks d at the inner ends of which are ‘ld“lpt-

ed to engage the npper ends of the legs C C"

to lock the projections ¢* in the: nal"row ends
of the key-hole slot «'. The outer ends of
these hook-bars are bent to form inwardly-
projecting hooks ', to receive and support the
the side rails, I and 1%, of the folding head
and foot sections B and B'. These side rails
are pivoted ab their inner ends on .the ful-

crum-bolt of the hook-bars D, and are, near

their outer ends, provided with studs e, on
which are pivoted the curved adjusting-bars
These adjusting-bars
I are provided at one edge with rack-teeth f,
adapted to engage mth studs d* projecting

from the outer ends of the hook-bars D, oppo-.

site the hooks ¢/, and the free ends of said
bars are curved in such a manner as to abut
against the hubs of the hook-bars when the
end sections are adjusted to their lowermost
positions, thus furnishing a support for said

| end sections in addition to that plevided by

the hooks d’. Gravitating latehes ¢ are piv-

oted to the sides of the ]egs C (' near the top,

to swing under the hooks d and prevent the
accidental disengagement of said hook from
the legs of the cot; and, to give additional
rigidity to the structure, braces & are secured
at one end to the side- bars, A, said braces
being provided at their eppoSlte ends with
hooks or other suitable devices, by means of

The 1eﬂS C " of the cot are made in pairs, | which they may be secured to the base of the
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legs CC'. The canvas B is permanently se-
cured to the side bars, A, and to the side rails
of the head and foot bect10us K ' but aloose
flap, b, extends beyond the end of the head-

qectlon for the purpose to be llel‘ellmfter ex-
p]mnud The extension-pieces ¢’ are secured
to the inner faces of the side rails, I¥*, of the
head-section E by guide-loops or other suit-
able means, in such manner that they may be
drawn out to project beyond the side rails, I&

and form an extension of the head- Sectlon or
pushed in to bring their outer ends flush with
the outer ends of the side rails of the head-
section. When drawn out, these extension-
pieces may be prevented fwm slipping by
their frictional contact with the side rails of

the head-section or otherwise. Detween the

ends of the extension-pieces is a cross-rail, ¢,
so secured that it may be readily removed and
replaced, and to the under side of the canvas
B, at the head end of the cot, is secured a loop,
V', adapted toreceive the cross-rail . Another
and similar loop, §°, is secured to the under
Side of the flap 6. When the extension-pieces
¢ are not drawn out, the cross-rail ¢* is passed
through the loop 0/, and the flap b hangs over
sald rail; but when these pieces ¢ are in the
1}051131011 SI]OVE n in the drawings the cross-rail
is passed throuagh the loop 07, to support the
canvas and flap against later al pressure above
the point where the canvas is secured to the
side rails of the head-section. |

It will be observed that by means of the
toothed adjusting bars I and stud ¢* the end
sections may be adjusted to and supported at
any desired degree of inclination; and 1t will
also be seen that the cot may be readily folded
by detaching and folding the legs, removing
the cross-rails of the end sections, folding the
end sections over the body of the. cot, and se-
curing the whole of these parts in a compact

“roll.
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One purpose of rendering the end sections of |
this cot adjustable in height is to enable a

user of the cot to have his head in a higher

‘orlower position without the necessity of using

pillows or a pillow-support. A turther pur-
pose is to enable a user to assume a half-re-
clining position, the end section supporting
his back and being adjusted higher or lower
to render the position easy and comifortable.
It will sometimes occur that a cot of this char-
acter will be set up, one end near a window

~and the other end near a gas-bracket. In this
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case a user of this cot could elevate either end

section, so that he could assume a reclining
position at either end of the cof, to protect
his eyes from a glare of light, and need not
have thecotturn ed around. Insome instances
the user of the cot will be so tall that when
in a reclining position his head will project
beyond the end of the end section and have
no support. To avoid this difficulty I have

made. the head-section of my cot extensible,

as hereinbefore described. The covering of

omll

cured to the side rails E°, and will always be
retained in position whatever may be the ad-
justment of the head-section; but without
some additional support the end of the cover 7o
or canvas would be apt to sag a little at the
center, and for this reason 1 Thave provided

‘the removable cross-bar ¢’. The flap b of the

canvas is, however, not secured to the exten-
sion-rails of the head- -section, and would, 1f 75
not secured to the cross - rail ¢, slip down
toward the body of the cot. I have therefore
secured a separate-loop to the under side of
the flap, S0 let it may be sustained in proper
position. 80

T have heretofore stated that the extension-.
pieces may be lheld in any position by fric-
tion or otherwise. I deem the frictional sup-
port sufficient, as the pressure upon these ex-
tension-pieces is exerted transversely, so that 83
inereased pressure would cause increased fric-
tional resistance. Were the pressure exerted
upon the extension-pieces in a longitudinal
direction, it would be of course necessary to
nse some means to prevent said pieces from go
slipping, and any of the well-known mechani-
cal devices employed for a similar purpose
might be used in this structure; but under
existing circumstances I do not regard the use
of any such means as essential. 05

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18—

1. In a folding cot, the combmamon, sub-
stantially as before set forth, of the side bars
having horizontal key-hole slots, the cross- 1co
legs provided at thelir upper ends with dove-
tailed projections, the hook-bars tulcrumed to

the side bars and engaging the legs with their

inner hooked ends, and devices to retain said
hooks in engagement with the legs. 105

2. In a folding cot, the combmatmn sub-
'Stantl&lly as before set forth, of the 51(16 bars
having horizontal key-hole slots, the cross-
legs provided at their upper ends with dove-
tailed projections, the hook-bars fulcrumed 110
to the sides and engaging the legs with their
hooked innerends, and the ﬂl"ELVltEbtll]thtCheS
pivoted to the 1egs

3. In a folding cot, the COHll)ln’ttIOD, sub-
stantially as befm e set forth, of the bed-framne, 115
the hook-bars centrally pivoted to the Side
bar, and provided at their inner ends with
hooks for engaging the legs of the bed-frame,
and at their outer ends with inwardly-pro-
jecting hooks and outwardly-projecting studs, 120
the end sections pivoted on the fulerum- bolts
of the hook-bars, and the toothed adjusting-
bars pivoted tosaid end section, and supported
as set forth. |

4. In a folding cot, the combination, with 125
the bed-frame, the hook-bars having their in-
ner ends extended to project beneath the legs
of the bed-frame, and outwardly-projecting
studs at their outer ends, and the end sections
pivoted on the fulerum-bolts of the hook-bars, 130
of the toothed adjusting-bars, curved at one

the head-section proper is permanently se- 1 end and pivoted at the other end to the side
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rails of the end sections at a distance from | with an end flap having a loop on its under 10
said fulerum-bolts nearly equal to the length | side, and the loops secured to the under side
of said adjusting-bars. | | of thecanvas, substantially as before set forth.
O. In a folding cot, the combination, with | Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
5 the bed-frame, of the head-section, the exten- | presence of two witnesses.

sion-pieces secured to slide upon the side rails ~ CARL J. SKAU.
of the head-section, the cross-rail removably | Witnesses:
secured between the exténsion-pieces, the can- | CHARLES H. LEE,

~vas secured to the bed-frame, and provided M. J. SMOLLEN.
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