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To all whom it may concern :

Be it knownthat I, WM. BOURKE, of Broolk-
lyn, county of Kings, and State of New York,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Adjustable Buttons, of which the
following 1s a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon. |

- My invention has relation to that class of
buttons wherein the base piece or shoe and the
top piece are made movable with respect to
each other, to facilitate insertion in or removal
from the button-hole. These are ordinarily
known under the name of ‘‘adjustable but-

~ tons,”” and are applied in euﬂs, collars, and

- sition to enter and pass through the button-
hole it willlie in the prolongatlon of the shank,
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othel sibuations.

The object of my invention is to produce a
simple, cheap, durable, and easily-operating
button of the class named, wherein the mova-
ble part shall be hinged upon the shank in
such manner that 1t cannot be detached there-
from; and so that when turned downor in po-

and when turned back upon its hinge will re-
main in a position at right angles to the shank,
which then projects from its centlal part, the
parts being arranged in such manner that in
order to open or close the button it is only
necessary to turn the hinged part upon the
shank, no sliding or other adjustment being
required. To accomplish this my improve-
ments involve certain novel and useful pecu-
liarities of construction, relative arrangements

‘or combinations of parts, and principles of

operation, all of which will be herein first fully
described, and then pointed out in the claims.
Inthec ‘wcompmnymw drawings,forming part
of this specification, Figure 1 is a. side eleva-
tion of the top part of the button with the base
or shoe detaehed showing the edge of the
shank; and Fig. 2, a similar view ShOWlDU‘ the
face of the shank., Fig. 3 represents in sec-
tion the several parts of which the base-piece
1s composed, and Fig. 4 represents the same
parts in ]_Jlan the pmts being separated from
each other. TIig. 51isa 131&11 of the top of the

~ button, and Fig. 6 a plan of the same reversed,

the shank secured thereon.
of the shank is inclined with respect to the-

with respectto the top when the base is turned
up or closed. Iig. 7 is a side elevation, and

| Fig. § a vertical section, of the complete but-

ton,showing the base-piece turned up orclosed. -

‘Fig. 9 18 a vertical section, and Fig. 10 a side

elevatlon of the complete button, showmﬂ the
base- plece turned down ready to be inserted
through the button-hole.

Tn all these ficures like letters of reference
wherever they occur mdlmte corresponding

parts.

1 have shown the base-piece as the p‘ut
hinged upon the shank; but obviously the top
mwht be hinged, if ﬁlefelled or one or both
par ts huwed, as W]]Gl] the 1 1n1p1 ovement is ap-
plied upon or in connection with links, (com-
monly known as “]1111{ buttons’’ or *‘cuff-
links.”’)

A represents the top of the button, and B
The lower part

upper part, as shown, the two parts forming
an angle with each other of degree proper o
admit the hinged part to occupy the positions
referred to hereinafter.

C 18 the shell of the base-piece; D, an in-
terior plate, slotted as shown in Fig. 4; L, a
spring, and I the cap or:cover.

Upon the lower end of the shank B are two

projections, « a, which, when in place beneath
plate D, ride under the bearings b b.
prongs c ¢ of spring I bear upon the ledges d
d of the shank, while the end e of the Spring
18 passed under the detent formed by cutting
and slightly bending plate D. These parts
being in place they are secured by the cap-
plate or cover F, which is located in the top
shell, C, and held by beading or bending the
ed'ge of the shell. The slot ¢ /in the cap-plate

18 located so as to register with the notch 7 1in.

the shell, the two forming the opening within
which the shank may move, and a tang, 4,
upon plate D enters a notch, %, in the cap-
plate and prevents the parts from becoming
disarranged. Whether turned up or turned
down, the spring operates to hold the base or
the movable part in the position to which ad-
justed. The axis of the hinge is located at
about midway between the center and circum-
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‘through the button - hole.

end of the shank.

2 304,257

the base. When the base is turned up, the
upper part of the shank projects from its cen-

tral part, and the top and base are centrally |

disposed one with respect totheother. When

the base is turned down, it swings upon the

hinge formed at the end of the shank, and this

‘end being removed from the center of the
base a sufficient distance, the movement will

compel the base to assume a position in the
prolongation of the straight or upper part of
the shank, as indicated in Figs. 9 and 10.
This leaves ample room for passing the base
part entirely through the button-hole, and for
turning the base on its hinge (either for lock-

ing or unlocking the button) without inter-

ference with the material in which the but-

ton-hole is formed.
proved button differs from the ordinary hinged

buttons, which necessitate that the base lie |

along the side of the shank when turned down,
and the improved button differs from those
requiring various adjustments of the base
partin the simplicity of construction and ease
of operation. The base is smooth upon both
sides, and offers no obstruction to being passed
The projeetions
upon the shank forming the axis of the hinge

being located upon the end of the shank and |
made to turn in bearings beneath the 1nterior |

plate of the shoe brings the hinge in close
proximity to the bottom part of the shell of
the shoe, and thus enables me to make the
shoe more nearly flat than would be possible
if the axis of the hingewere located above the
Further, by making the
spring to bear down upon theshank from points
above the axis of the hinge, the shank 1s

pressed toward the bottom plate of the shoe, |

and ample room is afforded for all the neces-
sary movements of the spring above the hinge-
axis, which spring, in the position indicated
and operating as set forth, obviates all undue
wearing of the hinge, and is easily adjusted

or assembled with the other parts for use.

The improved button is found in practice |

to admirably answer the purpose or object of

~ the invention, as previously set forth.
Having now fully deseribed my invention, ! -

In this respect the 1m-

| what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |
1. In a button of the character herein set
forth, the shank inclined at its lower end, hav-
ing the projections a a at bottom and ledges
dd above said projections, the slotted interior
plate of the base part, and the forked spring
arranged to bear upon the tops of the ledges
| on the shank, these parts being combined and
| arranged substantially as shown and described.
2. In combination with the shank inclined
at its lower end and having a base-plece or
movable part hinged at the lower extremity
of the shank, the spring bearing upon the
shank at points above the axis of the hinge
and moving in the space above said axis, sub-
stantially in the manner and for the purposes
explained. o
3. The combination of the shell of the mov-
able base part, the interior plate having bear-
ings or recesses which accommodate the pro-
r'. jections on the extreniity of the bent shank,
‘the spring secured upon and above said 1n-
terior plate and bearing down upon the shank
at points above the axis of the hinge, and the
slotted cap-plate, all combined with the shank
of the button, substantially in the manner and
for the purposes. set forth.

sl

‘an interior plate slotted and indented to re-
ceive the projections @ @ upon the extremity

the tang eupon the end of the spring, forming,
with said shank, a hinge located at one side of
the center and within the base part, and the
| spring located above said plate and bearing
down upon the shank at points above the

‘stantially as and for the purposes set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

- 4. In a button of the character herein set
forth, the movable base part, provided with

50

S

6D

70

80

of the bent shank, and also slotted to receive -
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hinge-axis, all combined and arranged sub-

‘have hereunto set my hand in the presence of go

‘two witnesses. o
- WILLIAM BOURKE.

Witnesses:
JOHN BUCKLER,
WoRrRTH OSGOOD.
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