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To all whonv it may concern:
- Beit known that I, IcNAZ BERGMAN, a citi-

- zen of the United St&tes .residing at Fort
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Madison, 1n the county of Lee and State of-

lowa, have 1nvented a new and useful De-
vice for Holding and Guiding the Fingers in
Writing, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the : accompanying
drmw1nns

This invention relates to devices for holding

~and guiding the fingers in writing, and is an

improvement on Letters Patent No. 282,948,
granted to me August 14, 1883.

The object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an improved device for the use of experi-
enced penmen, and also for the use of those
beginning the study of penmanship, said de-
vice eradicating the habit of allowing the hand
to roll over too much on one mde and also
preventing the habit of doubling undel the
third and fourth fingers, thereby insuring an
easy and correct 1’)081131011 of the hand while
writing.

My 1mp1=0vements con81st, first, 1n provid-
inﬂ a ball or other suitable contrivance at the
upper end of therod, to preventthesliding ring
trom slipping oif the said rod, and thus bemﬂ

lost; second, 1n swiveling or prOtlI]ﬂ‘ the 11ng'

at the lower end of the rod, S0 as to permit
the third and fourth fingers t{) have a free and
easy movement; third, in providing a ball at
the lower extended end of the rod, to serve as
a light support and permit the hand to have a
free sliding motion over the paper, this ball
being designed to be used by experienced pen-

men.

It {further consists in celt’un details -of con-
struetion and combination of parts, as herein-
after set forth, and particularly pointed out
in the claims. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my improvement applied
to the hand of a penman. Ifig. 218 a perspec-

tive view of the device detached. Ttig. 3 is a

vertical sectional view of the same. Fig. 4 is
a bottom view of a hand, showing the demce
used by beginners apphed thereto.

Like letters of reference are used toindicate |

corresponding parts in the several figures.
Referring tothe drawings, A designatesarod,

I or other suitable material, and preferably

formed about two inches longer than the width

of the hand, said rod passing under the hand

at the point shown in the drawings, and pro- 55
vided at the lower portion, about one inch from
the lower end, with a ring or loop, B, which
encireles the fourth finger, and is swiveled to
the rod, so as to allow the fr ee motion of said
finger.

G designates the sliding finger loop or ring

formed or provided with a cylmducal exten-

60

“ston, ¢, through which the rod A is passed,

said extension being shaped to conform to the
general shape of the rod, which i1s likewise
cylmdmcml The ring or 1001} C encircles the
forefinger, and by means of the cylindrical
extension fitbing around the rod a loose slid-
ing attachment 1s formed, which will permit

“the adjustment of the device to hands of dif- 7o

ferent sizes, and also permit free movement of
the fingers, so thab the hand mll nob become
cramped in writing.

At the end of the extended portlon Ii of the .
rod A is fitted a ferrule, G, provided with a 75
serew-threaded extenswn, H, to receive a cap,
ball, or other contrivance, I said cap or ball
serving to prevent the ring C from sliding off
the rod, and thus accidental dlsplaeement of
the same will be avoided. At the lower end, 8o
D, of the rod A is fitted a similar ferrule, J;
having a similar threaded extension, K, to
receive a ball, I, the latter resting on the pa-

‘per or desk and arranged to permit the free

sliding movement of the hand while writing.
This ball is specially designed to be used by
experienced penmen, and may be swiveled to
the lower end of the rod, as found desirable,
and serves as a light support for the hand;
which will become less tired, and remain ¢on? go
stantly in the correct elevated position.
In Fig.4 1 have shown the device when ar-
ranged and adapted to be used by beginners
n the study of penmanship, the lower ex-
tended end, D, of the rod A being pointed, as g5
shown, to catch in'the paper or desk, 1t the
writer becomes careless, and thus cause him

| to assume the proper position.

The operation of myinvention will'bereadily
understood from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the annexed dr & W~

100

eonstructed of metal, wory, bone, pear] Wood | ings, and Wlth my aforesaid patent.
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In adjusting my device for use the first and

fourth fingers are inserted through the ring C

B, respectively, the second and third ﬁngers
occupymo* the space between the two rings,
the ends of the rod extending out, as shown

at D E. The lower end, D with its ball,
forms a rest for the hand in wmtmg, the pen

or pencil resting on the upper end of the
rod, between the said end and the 1ing C.
When used b y beginners and pointed asshown,

the end D will not obstruct the free use of the -

hand, so long as a correct position 1S main-
tamed bhut “when the hand is turned too
much to the right the extremity of said end,

catching 1n the table or desk, will cause the |
front of the hand to be elevated or lifted from.
~ the

paper. Of course, the penman cannot
write until he has assumed the proper posi-
tion of the hand, and thus all tendency to care-
lessness on the part of the pupil will be
avoided. When the ball 1s used at the lower
end of the rod, it does not catch in the desk
or ‘paper, but serves as a light support for
the hand, to retain the latter in correct posi-

tion.

- I do not-confine myself to the use of a ball
atthe upper end of the rod to prevent the ring

C from accidentally slipping off, as a cap or

any suitable headed contrivance may be em-
ployed to effect the same end.

My improved device is simple, inexpensive,
and efficient, and will prove of great utility for
the purposes intended.. It does not clamp or
bind the fingers, similar to other devices of
this class, while the loose connection of the
parts permits the free use of the hand and fin-

- gers, sothat the latter will not become cr amped

40

by constant writing.
The device may be constructed of any suit-
able material or combination of materials, or-

namented, nickel-plated, or othérwise finished |

304,255

to present an attractive appearance to suit the

fancy of the writer.
It will be apparent that various modifica-

tions may be made in the foregoing without 45

departing from the spirit.or scope of my in-
vention. TFor instance, the lower extended
end of the rod may be cmved as found desir-
able.

Having described mv invention, I claim—

1. In a device for holding and guldlng the
fingers in writing, a rod prowded with a swiv-
eled ring and a sliding ring, and a ball at the
lower end adapted to rest on the paper, as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. In a device for holding and’ guiding the
fingers in writing, the rod A, having a ring
swiveled thereon to receive one of the fingers,

said ring turning in various directions to ac-’

commodate itself to the position of the ﬁngerS
in writing, as set forth.

3. In a device for holding and guiding the
ﬁngers in writing, a rod provided w1th a slid-
ing ring and. a swiveled ring, as and for the

purpose set forth.

4. In a device for holding a,nd ﬂ‘llldll]g the
fingers in writing, a rod prowded with a slid-
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ing ring and aswiveled ring,and a headed cap -

or ball at the upper end of the od, as set forth.
5. In a device for holding and wuldmg the
fingers in writing, a rod provided with a slid-

'mﬂ ring and aswiveled ring, and a headed cap

or ball at the upper end of the rod, and a ball

at the lower end, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

-my own I have hereto athixed my swnatme in
| 1}1 esence of two witnesses.

IGNA/ BDRG\I AN.

Witnesses:
- JOHN BARTH,
NETTIE DOERR.
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