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To all whonv 1t may Conceri:

Be it known that I, CHARLIE Ii. KENYON,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-

cago, in the county of Cook and State of I1l1-
= nois, have invented an Improvementin Pessa-

vies, of which the following is a fall, clear, and

exact deseription, rveference being had to the
accompanying drawings, making part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of o pessary
constructed in accordance with my invention,
a portion of the stem being broken away to
show the stiffening material within. Tig. 218
a longitndinal vertical section through the
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5 illustrating the method of introducing the stift-

ening-core within the hollow stem of the pes-
SATY. | | - | |

Pessaries have been constructed in which

»o the stem has beencomposed of solt valeanized

rubber, having embedded within 1t a colled-

wire spring to render it sufficiently stiff to

support the uterus, and at the same fime elas-
tic to enable it to accommodate itself to the
movements of the wearer. The employment
of a metallic spring within the stem 1s, how-
ever, exceedingly objectionable, for the rea-

son that, should the rubber composing the
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stem crack or break, as sometimes occurs, the

metal will be exposed and become corroded by
the secretions, thus rendering the pessary un-

fit for further use, asthe corrosion of the metal

would injuriously affect the parts with which

it eame into contact.

My invention has for its object to overcome
this difficulty; and it consists inthe combina-
tion, with a pessary composed of vuleanized
rubber and provided with a hollow stem, of a
stiffening-core composed of catgub or rawhide
introduced within the said stem after vileani-
zation, and secured in place therein by a plug
or other suitable means, by which construc-
tion sufficient elasticity is given to the stem to
enable it to accommodate itself freely to the
45 various movements of the wearer, while at the
same time it possesses sufficient stifiness to
perfectly support the nterus, and inthe event
of therubberstem becoming cracked or broken
the catzut or rawhidewill notin any way irri-
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o tate or injuriously affect the patient, theselr

1 substances possessing characteristics which
| especially

center of the same, Tig. 3 isasimilarsection

| aperture f is provided with an

|

| permanently bent

it them for this purpose, as they
are non-corrosive, lighter than metal, cheap,
exceedingly durable, and sr ‘Hieiently stiff and
elastic to accomplish the desired results.

In the said drawings, A represents a Soft
vuleanized-rubber pessary, having a cup, 0, of
ordinary form, providea with the usnal per-
forations, ¢, and a stem, d, made integral there-
with. This stem d is during the vuleanizing 60
process made hollow, as seen in Figs. 2 and o,
a longitudinal chamber, 5, being thus formed,
which opens at its lower end into the -usual
transverse apeiture, f, of the stem, through
which pass the ordinary tubular elastic con-
nections, 6, leading to the waistband. (Not
shown.) The portion 8 of the stem below the
nerfure or
passage, ¢, extending centrally and longitudi-
nally throngh it in line with the chamber 5
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above. After the pessary has been vulcan-
ized, a stiffening-core, e, composed of catgut
or rawhide of suitable diameter to snugly fit
within the hollow portion of the stem d, 18 n-
troduced within the aperture g, asseenin Ifig.
3, and forced, by means of a suitable rod or
wire, up into the chamber 5, as seen 1n Tig.
9. the length of the core being slightly less
than that of the chamber, after which a small
rubber plug, &, Fig. 2, is inserted beneath the
end of the stiffening-core and secured in place
by cement, thus completely concealing the
end of the core ¢ and making a neat finish, the
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operation of introducing the stiffening-core

within the chamber b being greatly facilitated
by providing the lower end of the stem ¢ with
the apertureor passageg. Ly thus providing
the stem of the pessary with a stiffening-core
composed of catgut or rawhide, 28 described,
it is rendered sufficiently stiff to properly sup-
port the uterns under all conditions, and will
ot the same time Dbend freely to any desired
curve to suit the movements or position ot the
wearer, and on account of 1fs resiliency will
always retain its original form and not become
out of shape, while, besides
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thege advantages, 16 pOSSesses the very impor-
' tant one of avoiding all possibility of the flesh

| 311 contact therewith being irritated orinju-
iously affected in the event of the rubber be- 100
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coming cracked or broken away, so as to ex-
pose thestiffening material within the stem,no
substance other than cateut or rawhide with
which Iam acquainted combiningall of the ad-
vantagesaboveenumerated,whichrender them
so particularly applicable for the purpose for
which they are employed.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is— |
1. A vulcanized-rubber pessary having a
hollow stem, d, provided with a stiffening-core,

¢, composed of catgut or rawhide introduced !

after the vulcanization of the rubber, substan-
tially in the manner and for the purpose set

15 forth. |
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2. The combination, with a pessary com-
posed of vulcanized rubberand provided with

| a hollow stem, d, of a stiffening-core, ¢, com-

posed of catgut or rawhide introduced within

the said stem after vuleanization, and secured 20

In place therein by a cemented plug, 5, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose deseribed.

Witness my hand this 27th day of Novem-
ber, A. D. 1883. -

CHARLIE E. KENYON.
In presence of— ' H |

ABRAM C. VANDERBURGH,
- ARTHUR L. SLEEPER.
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