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To all whom 6 may concerw :

Be 1t known that we, ELMER RIDGE and
HowARD RIDGT, of Frankford, city and coun-
ty of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and Improved IFlying Target, of
which the following 1s a full, clear, and exact
deseription.

The object of our inv entmn 1s to provu]e a
new and improved flying target which is sim-

10 ple in construction, can be folded very coms-
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pactly, and 1s not apt to break by handling or-
by being thrown from the trap.
The invention consists in a flying target

-fouﬂed of & flat ring in which a bulb is held

which ean be mﬂated to give the target body.

The bulb is secured to the inner end of a tube i

passed radially through the ring, and 18 re-
tained by wires or ‘bands of suitable material
pilvoted n the ring, as hereinaiter described.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
1 which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts-in all the figures.

Figure 1 18 a side view of our improved tar-
oot 5]10\111’1#’ 1t folded.
the same, Shewmﬁ'_ 1t expanded 4for use, and
Ifig. 3 1s a cross-sectional elevation of the same
on the line xz x, Iig. 1.

A tube, A, made of lead or other soft metal,
1S passed rfu]mlly through the rim of a ﬂ%t--
ring, B, of pasteboard, wmd, ‘metal, or any
other desired suitable material, the said tube
projecting from the outer and inner edge of
the ring. A thin rubber ball, C, or a bulb of
paper or other air-tight flexible matberial is
secured on the inner end of the fube. Two

semigireular wires or bands, D, having end

pivots, D’ are held at right angles to each other
on the inner edge of the ring, the end pivots
of the wires or bfmds D p‘ISSHlﬂ‘ into the in-
ner edge of the ring, and thus permitting of
swinging the wires or bands D outward from
the surface of the ring, so that the planes of
the wires or bands will be at right angles to
the surfaces of thering, the planes of the wires

D crossing each other when the wiresor bands |

Fig. 21s side view of

| are swung out, as Sh{m'n in Fig. 2. Air is
then forced into the bulb C thr {mﬂh thre tube
A, whereby the bulb C is mﬂa,tul and ex-
| pfmded and fits closely against the wires or
bands D, which form a cage, and prevent it
from expﬂudmﬂ too far and bursting, The
| tube A is thén closed by pressing it mn‘ethm
at the outer end to prevent the escape of air
irom the distended bulb. If the air is foreced
into the bulb from the lungs, the end of the
tube A is closed by pressing it together by
means of the teeth. The ﬂv Ing target is
thrown into the air either bv hand or by
means of- a trap.

tating the flight of a pigeon very elﬁsely

The ‘rfuﬂets can be packed compactly, as
they can be folded to be perfectly flat, and
they can be adjusted for use very rapidly.

Having thus deseribed our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A flylng target consisting of an inflat-
able bulb held within a flat ring, snubstantially
as herein shown and descrﬂ)ed

2. A flying target consisting of an infiat-
able bulb held in a flat ring plmnded with
swinging wires or bands for forming a ecage
for preventmn the bulb from bmsbuw, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described.

3. In a flying target, the combination, with
a flat ring, of & tube passed through the sanie
and of a bulb on the inner end (}f the tube,
substantially as herein shown and desceribed.

4. In a flying target, the combination, with
a flat ring, of the tube A, the bulb C 011 the
inner end of the same, and the semicircular
wires or bands D, having end parts, D', in the
mner edge of the ring Sub%fmbl‘ﬂ]y as huun
shown and described. |

ELMER RIDGE.
IIOWARD RIDGE,
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50

33

It can be seen dlstmcth, 6o
i and floats well and flies swiftly in the air, imi-
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