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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES W. J OHNSGN, a

eitizen of the United States, and a resident of
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Ottawa, in the county of Franklin and State
of Kansas, have'invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Braces; and 1 do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying
which form a part of this specification, and in

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved

‘brace. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view

of the same. Fig. 3182 cross-sectional view
taken on line # #, Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a detail
view of the lever or eccentric by which the
clamping-jaws are locked in their closed posi-
tion, and Fig. b is a similar view of the clamp-
11g-Jaws. | |

> Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in all the ficures.

My invention relates to that class of braces

or bit-stocks in which a pivoted eccentric pro--
vided with a suitable bandle is adapted to

lock the auger or drill which is being used 1n
its operative position in the brace; and 1t con-

sists in the improved construetion and combi-

30

40

50

55

nation of parts of a brace of the above-men-
tioned class, as will be hereinatter more fully
described and claimed. -
In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the main portion or body of the brace,
which is provided with a longitudinal recess,
A’, which diminishes in width as it enters in-
to the body A. -
In one side of the wall of the recess A/, and
communicating with the same, 1s a second and
smaller recess, A", for the purpose hereinat-

ter specified.  One side of the body A 18 pro-
vided with a slot, B, communicating with the

longitudinal recess A’, the said slot being
preferably made on that side of the body A

‘which is opposite to the side 1n which the

smaller recess A” is eut. Within this slot
is pivotally secured the eccentric B, which is
provided with a suitable handle, B, which
lies close against the side of the brace when
the drill or other tool is locked in 1ts oper-
ative position within the same. .
¢ indicates the removable clamping-Jaws,
which are shown in detail in Fig. 5 of the

drawings, the said Jaws being suitably re-

cessed upon their inner sides or faces at ¢ for

drawings,

| _d escribed.

| the reception of the 111)1)@_611(1 of the drill or

-

other tool which it is desired to eniploy.
These jaws are hinged together ag their upper

endsat (', one of them—the larger or thicker—-

being provided with a lug or projection, €7,
adapted to fit within the smaller recess A"

while the other jaw is beveled or cub away

upon its outer side. -
To operate my improved brace, the handle

T of the eccentric B is thrown out into the po-

sition shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2 ot the
drawings, when the thinner clamping-jaw can
be swung into its open position and the up-

per end of the tool readily inserted, when by

pressing the handle of the eccentric back into
its closed position the tool will be firmly locked
within the brace, the lug or projection C" on
the thicker clamping-jaw serving

ecoontric or from being pulled out by the tool.
The upper end of the body ot the brace 1s pro-

vided with a snitable screw-threaded aperture,
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to prevent
the jaws from being forced oub by the locking-
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D, which admits of the Lrace being readily

attached to any ordinary brace-stock or drill-
StOCk'. | | N | - | | |
From the foregoing description, taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings,

the construction and operation of my Impro ved
brace will readily be understood without re-
quiring further explanation.

S0

It will be seen that my improved brace is

simple in construction, and is therefore not
liable to Lreak or get out of order, while by
constructing the clamping-jaws in the manner
described they can, when worn through use,
be readily removed and a new pair substi-
tuted, as will readily be understood.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I elaim

and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States— o |

* As an improvement in braces, the combina-
tion of the brace-body A, provided with &

“serew-threaded aperture, 1, Jongitudinal re-

cess A’, smaller recess A”, and slot B, ec-
centric B, having an operating-handle, B, and
hinged clamping-jaws C, one of which 18 pro-
vided with a lag or projection, C; all con-
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structed and arranged to operate substmitiall y

‘1 the manner and for the purpose shown and

JAMES WILLIAM JOHNSON.

Witnesses: |
- Gro. D. STINEBAUGH,
J. C. BARRICKMAN,
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