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Be it known that I, JAMES D. CULP, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at dan Fe
lipe, Santa Clara county, California, have in-
vented an Improvement in the Art of Treat-
ing Cigars, of which the following 1s-a full,

The objeet of my invention is to improve ¢i-
oars, both 1n respeet to flavor and burning
¢uality, as indicated by their color or appear-
ance; also, to render the wrapper more flexible
and tc‘mﬂh and prevent drying out of the filler.

dressing consisting of paraftine “dissolved in
naphtha, the proportions being preferably
twenty parts to one, by measurement.

It 1s well known that in the manufacture of
cigars much larger unbroken pieces of tobacco-
leaf must be 1)1‘0V1ded to form the wrapper
than is requisite for the filling or insides. In
ordinary crops of tobacco, when cured and
ready for the market, there is a difference in
the “‘burning?’’ quality and its indicative color
of the leaves that are suitable for wrappers;
hence several grades of cigars are made from
them. DBy means of my compound of paraf-
fine dissolved in naphtha, the quality and color

can be improved, so that an incereased propor-
tion of really good cigars can be made from a
tobacco crop—i. e., cigars with good fillers
and wrappers tlnt were orlﬂmmlly light col-
ored. The bestproportions forsaid compound
are twenty parts, by measurement, of the or-

of naphtha, the two being well mixed in any
snitable receptacle. The mixing 18 more read-
ily performed if the parafiine is melted, but
this may be dispensed with. The compound
may be conveniently applied to cigars by rub-
bing them with a sponge moistened with it.

The mphthfm serves as asolvent of the parafiine |

to convey it into the pores of the leaf, and

- of its presence, either in taste or odor.

quickly evaporates without leaving any trace j

Par-
affine alone or undissolved I have found will not
thus enter the leaf, and is hence nearly value-
less for the purpose I have in view.

The following are the chief advantages at-
tained by my invention: The cigars dressed

with the compound do not dry quickly, but

are much better preserved, especially 1n warm
dry climates. Thewr appel s are also rendered
more flexible and tough, so that they are less
liable to split or crack or show abr asion, 1n
consequence of friction with each other or thc
sides of the box during long transit, (which
most, frequently occurs in Shlpment by rail. )
The flavor and burning qualities of the outside
part or wrapper are greatly improved, so that
tobacco-leaves may be advantageously used for
the wrappers which would otherwise be un-
suitable, the filler being of strong tobacco and
the wrappers, which were originally light 1n
color, being improved 1n respect to inlamma-
bility, which is mainly indicated by deepen-
ing the color. In other words, the depthand
brilliancy of colorare improved 1n correspond-
ence with the quality as to flavor and burn-
ing.

In further definition of my invention, 1 will
state that a solution of paraffine alone and
of .shellac in alcohol or ether (but in differ-
ent proportions) has been employed for an-
other purpose, to wit: for rendering cigarette-
paper impervious to saliva.

What I claim is—

The herein-described improvement in the
art, of treating eigars, which consists in apply-
ing to them a coating or dressing composed of
paraffine and naphtha, of substantially the pro-
portions described, and for the purpose set
forth.

| JAMES DARIUS CULP.

Witnesses: . | |
M. A. WHEATON,
V. B. ISAACS.
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