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1o all whom it may concern: | | at another time. In the use of the ball it 1s,
" Be it known that I, JAMES B. N IOIIOLS of after it has been thrown from the trap and

- the city of Detroit, Wavne county, Mlch]nan | fired upon, to be picked up and the shot-marks
haveinvented a new and useful Impr ovement thercon noted and distinguished by a peneil-

-5 in FlyingTarget-Balls for Trap-Shooting; and | stroke, (see Fig. 3,) or by pasting over each 553
I do hereby declare that the following is a full | of them a sticker or bit of gummed paper,
and exact descuptlon thereof, reference being | which may be colored to render it more ap-

~ had to the accompanying drawings, and to the parent. The ball may then be used for asec-
- letters of reference marked thercon, making | ond time as a target, and the marks produced
10 a part of this specification. | thereon be in turn noted with a pencil, (see 60
- My invention relates to an improvement { Fig. 3,) or by stickers of a different color to
“upon the ordinmy olass balls used for trap- dlstmnmsh them from the previous marks.
shooting. These balls admit of being used | In this manner the ball may be used over again

~ but once, and, as they are destroyed by the | several times, and its surface will furnish a

15 shot, afford no indications as to the manner in record of the accur acy and character of the 65
which they are struck. shooting. When the marksbecome too namer-

- The object of my invention is to prowde a'| ous, a {resh coating of paper or its equivalent
flying target-ball which admits of being used | may be applied fmd fixed over the first, and
: with economy many times, and which will | for this purpose the paper or. other material |
- 20 show the exact number of pellets by whichit | for resurfacing the ball may be furnished in 7¢
| was struck, and permit of arecord of thenum- | segmental forms, (see B’ ', Iig. 3,) gummed
“ber of shot ledﬂed 1n the ball by each marks- | or.otherwise 1e’tdy to be qmchh and easﬂ y
nman. applied and fixed to the ball.
. It consists in constructing a compar a,tlvely Instead of wood the solid ball may be made
25 indestructible ball for trap-shooting, adapted | of leather or papier-maché, or other materials 75
. to receive and retain the pellets of shot &e., | orcompounds which shall be sufficiently hard
by which it may be struck, or otherwi lbe to be and tenacious to make a solid ball and yet will
so indented or marked theleby as to furnish a | allow the shot to entel without fmctmmn* or
record thereof, and in providing means. for | destroying it. .
30 .resurfacing the ball to secure a nmew record | As an equivalent for a solid ball, A, I con- 8o
thereon and whenever a fresh-surface may be | template 113111g a hollow shell, D of metal,
- desired. i (see Fig. 4,) as a core or nucleua, upon which
Figure 1 18 an elevation of myimprovedtar- | is laid a eovering, I, of a soft tenacious char-
. get- ball Fig. 2, a diametric section thereof; | acter, and of suitable thickness, within which
.35 I‘ln* 3, an elevation of the ball, 111118t13t1ng the shot may embed themselves, or which may 83
the same after it has been str ucL by shot, and | be so indented thereby as to produce clearly
~ of the covers prepared therefor. - Fig. 4 is a | an index of the number of shot by which 1t 18
diametric section illustrating 1modlﬁeat1on in | struck when fired at, and this compound ball
| the construction of the ball. | ' may be resurfaced, as hereinbefore described,

10  In simplest form myimproved target-ball is as often as used, or as may be required,: b\ Q0.
constructed of a solid sphere, A, of wood soft | nieans of the ready made covers B’ B'. -
enough to be readily indented by the shot or |+ Although I deem a Spheuml ball preferable
to permit the pellets to embed themselves | in target-shooting, my invention is applicable

therein, and which is covered with paper or | to a ﬂymn* target which may be cubical or ' .
- 45 other Subsmnce, B, permanently fixed thereto, | otherwise polyangular in form. 95
and which may be readily indented or perfo -1 am aware that target-balls of wood have

~rated to indicate the fact of the contaect of | been used inclosed between two detachable -

the shot therewith, and will admit of being | shells of paper held in place by an elastic

- marked, so as to distinguish the shot-marks | band and charged with fulminate, which, by
- 50 produced thereon at one time from those made | its mploswn when hit, will detach the fahells 100
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and release the ball with a puff of smoke; but
these balls do not register the number of shot
by which they are Sbluck, and my invention
differs therefrom 1in that my ball is covered |
with a covering which, as often as renewed,
becomes 111te<’rml therewith, and affords a per-

manent 1@001{1 of the 1]1111_11}(31"' of shot which

hit the ball.

I claim as my invention—

L. A target-ball for trap-shooting, con-
structed, substantially as described, with a
solid bodg,, A, and a yielding coveunfr -Sur-
face, I3, permanently fixed thereto to become
111t001f11 thercewith for the pmpose of receiv-
mg and retaining or otherwise indicating the
number of shot by which the ball may be
struck.

2 ' 303,315

2. The combination, with a target-ball for
trap-shooting, having a yielding tenacious sur-
face adapted to receive and retain the shot by
which 1t may be struck, of ready-made cover-
ing-pieces B’ BB, gummed on the inner side,
and ther eby adapted to be readily affixed £
the ball to re-cover the same and provide an
indicating - surface thereon, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

Intestimony whereof -1 have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

JAMES B. NICHOLS.

Witn CSSES:
TITEo. SCIULTE,
1]'1 NRY A. SCHULTI.
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