(No Model.)

. ~J. W. NIEBEL,
~ HAMMER FOR HOLDING AND DRIVING TACKS, &o. .
- No. 303,230. _ R Patented Aug B, 1884

| P Wu;% ) o % INVENTOR
o . W. Nawbel
i G el

N, PETERS, Photo-Lithographer. Wishington. . C.




IO

-

~ Unrtep StaTes PaTeNT OFFICE.

~ JOHN W. NIEBEL, OF TIFFIN, OHIO.

'HAMMER FOR HOLDING AND DRIVING TACKS, &o.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 303,230, dated August 5, 1884.
| App]iﬁﬂtiﬂn filed June 18, 1884, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern: |

- Be it known that I, JouNn W. NIEBEL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Tiffin,
in the county of Seneca and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Hammers or Tools for Driving
Nails, Tacks, or Spikes, of which the follow-
ing i8 a specification,
therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to improvements in

hammers, and is designed to produce an im-

plement that shall obviate the necessity of |

holding a tack or nail to be driven in the

- hand, and thus prevent smashed fingers.
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The improvement consists in a tack or nail :

holding deviece sitnated in the head of a ham-
mer. | | o
In describing the device reference will be

had to the annexed drmvings, in which PFig- |

ure 1 represents a perspeective of the hammer,
and Kig. 2 a plan view of the head of the same.

A designates the head of a hammer. Inthe |

—

sufficient play in its free end by the angular
slot or recess F. : -
It is evident that a tack placed in the head,

as shown in Ifig. 2, may be ‘‘started’’ easily

by a light blow, and then being “pulled

| away’’ from the tack in a direction parallel
with the plane of the handle and the head 4

|

reference being had | reversed, the said tack or nail be driven home.
As the tack is not held when driven, the fin-
gers escape inyjury, and the consequent evils

attending such an accident are obviated.
Having described the device, what I claim
1. A hammer having a head provided near
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one end with a lateral recess for holding a nail-

head, a slot leading into the said recess, a
shoulder formed by the said slot and recess,
and a spring having a restricted lateral play
in the slot, the said spring holding the shank
of a nail or tack against the shoulder while
the same is being started. |

2. A hammer having a head provided near

n

back of the head is a slot, B, rectangular in | one end with a lateral recess for receiving the -

general shape, and a little to one side of the
center. Within this slot is adapted to play

the free curved end of a flat spring, C. The

slot B opens into a recess, D, deeper than the |

nail-head, 2 slot leading into the said recess,

‘ a shoulder formed by the said slot and recess,

an angular recess leading from the lateral re-
cess into the body of the head, and a flat me-

sald slot, and extending through the greater | tallic spring secured in the said angular re-
part of the width of the head, forming, in con- | cess, and having its free end

slightly eurved,

30 junction with the slot B, a shoulder, E, against | the said end having lateral play 1 the slot in
one cdge of which the spring C normally rests, | the end of the hammer-head, the parts oper-

~and against which the shank of
1s pressed by the spring preparatory to driv- |
‘1ng the said tack or nail, the head projecting
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into the recess D, the farther side of the same

preventing too much longitudinal movement

of the tack when driven. One end of the
spring is fixed in the head, and is allowed

a tack or nail | ating substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses. |
| JOHN W. NIEBEL.
Witnesses:
A. U, BARBOUR,
H. ¥. WoDNAN.
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