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To all whony it may concern: _

Be it known that I, WirriaMm T. SALTER, of
New York city, in the county and Stafe of New
York, have invented certain new aud usetul
Improvements in Bedsteads, ot which the fol-
lowing is a specification. |

The accompanying drawings form 2 part of

- this specification and represent what 1 consider
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the best means of carrying out the invention.
‘TFigure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

proved bedstead in condition for use. TFig. 2

shows a central vertical section, and Fig. 3 a
side view showing the bedstead in its folded
condition. Tie. 4 isa section on a larger scale.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

~ sponding parts in all the figures.
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A is a stationary stand, certain portions be-
ing designated, when necessary, by additional
marks, as A/, A% &e. It has a sufficiently

wide base to rest firmly on-the foor, an over-

hanging journal, A’, on each side at the top,
an eye, A% on a bolt or arm reaching down-
ward in the middle, and an eye, A’ on a bolt
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orarm reaching npward on each sideat thetop. |

B is the framing of the bedstead, certain por-
tions being designated, when necessary, by ad-

- ditional marks, as B/, B, &c.
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B’ are bearings which rest on and embrace
‘the journals A’, respectively, and form joints

on which the bedstead may be tarned up and
down, as required.
B are bearings near the opposite end of the

~ framing B, receiving similar, but smaller, jour-
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nals, C%,-extending from a cross-bar, C, having
legs C'.
ing downward from the turning-bar G, is con-
nected by a light but rigid link, D, with the
eye A’. This connecting-link D serves to keep

- the legs O always parallel to the correspond-
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ing legs or uprights of the framing B. .

B are eyes supported on bolts or arms ex-

tending upward from the head of the frame B.

They receive journals ¥, formed on the turned-

out ends of a head-board, E, which may be a
light frame of metal, as shown. 5

E? are pivots, welded or otherwise firmly
fixed, extending out beyond the sides of the
head-board E. They are connected Dy links
G with the eyes A% When the {rame B 1s 1n

‘An eye, C*, on a bolt or arm extend-

the springs.

5o the horizontal position for use, the links G |

hold the head-board or head-frame K in a
nearly upright position for use. Asthe frame

‘B is raised, the head-board E is, by the influ-

ence of the links G, kept nearly parallel to the
upright stand A, and thus folded out of the
way.

verse bar at the head-frame I, and are pro-
vided with loops H', adapted to receive and
strongly snpport a weight, L A series of
stout hooks, B, are provided, extending In-

ward from the head and foot of the framing
‘RB. They support cylindrieal transverse bars
-J. Thesupport for the person or persons us-
ing the bedisobtained by long metallic springs

M, certain porfions of which will be desig-
nated, when necessary, by additional marks, as
M’ M. | |

M’ is the central and main portion. It ex-
tends nearly straight a great portion of the

length of the interior of the frame B. Xach

end is peculiarly secured. 1618 coiled one or
more times around the bar J, as indicated at
M2, and then a considerable proj ecting end ex-

tends farther with a tendeney to an upward di-

rection. The springs M are kept at the prop-
er distance apart by transverse wires N, en-
aged with the springs M. Fach wire N con-

o
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H H are straps which embrace the trans-
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nects two springs, M, and allows an easy joint,

<o that the springs M may each yield inde-
pendently, the transverse wires N forming
flexible and not rigid connections. ‘They.

serve to maintain the central portions of the

springs M at about uniform distances apart

under all conditions.

" K K are transverse bars of steel or other
suitable material, sufficiently thick to afford
the requisite rigidity. The ends are received
in shallow notches formed on the under side

of brackets L, which aresecured on the frame

B by removable fastenings, as screws I/ .
Under the body of each bracket L, and be-
tween it and the frame B, I1nsert one or more
shimming-pieces, P, by removing or exchang-
ing which the height of the brackets 1, and
consequently the height of the rigid trans-
verse bar K, may be changed. The bars K
press strongly on the projecting ends M of
The effect 1s to greatly increase
the supporting-power of the springs to sus-
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'_'  ta,m -t:he'wéigh_t of -'-t-he person- or - persons |
- oceupying the bed. |
. -the cross-bars K modifies the action of the
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~ ments can be made at first or any time, so as
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- 18 of great convenience in case of repairing or

- entire cress-bar J, with its attached

‘ 0

~ be retained, if desired. The
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~porting the bolster and pillows.
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1f some have previously been employed, more

M, the bars K may be readily

ster against displacement laterally. |

‘;:I .' ' ’
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Raising or lowering

springs M, lowering K, stitffening the springs,
and raising K, relaxing the springs. There
I a tendency in springs to lose a portion of
their clasticity by use. When the bedstead is
overhauled after having been some time in
use; shimming-pieces P should be put in, or,
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or thicker should be applied. The resetting
of the screws 1/ after the shimming-pieces are
inserted or made thicker will hold the cross.
bars K lower, and by throwing up the central.
portions of the springs M higher compen-
sate for the loss of elasticity. These adjust-

to afford just the desired degree of elasticity.
When there is noload resting on the springs
| removed from
underthe brackets L and replaced again. This
renewing a Spring. - -
To replace a spring which is broken or has
otherwise failed, the defective spring may be
filed off, and the cross-bars K, being detached
from their positions under the brackets L, the
_ . Springs,
may be raised out of the hooks B* and the
springs shifted together to take the place of
the remot ed one, a new spring introduced by
applying :t on the ends of the bars K, and the
whole aguin returned to place. The eyes B’ |
by being held up a considerable space above

the frame B, allow a considerable thickness for |

matiress, bed-clothes, pillows, or the like to
C straps H with
their loops H' avoid the necessity for boring
holes or otherwise weakening or marring the
appearance of the frame B. -

What I have termed the ‘““head-board’’ is '

adapted to serve its usual functions of sup-
The links D,
1n addition to their function of supporting the
head-board and causing it to fold and unfold
as the bed is raised and lowered, serve also
a usetul end in supporting the pillows and bol-

| - I claim as my invention—

‘and springs M’ M* M?, arranged to acdjust the
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- Modifications may be made in the forms and
proportions within wide limits. T can use 50
round wires of steel or other suitable material |
in place of the flabt springs M. When round
wires are employed, two of the springs M may
be conveniently made from the same length of
wire, the two being connected at one end, as 55
indicated by m. There may be one or more
brackets or adjustable supports to hold down
the central portions of the transverse bars K.
Stops may be provided, one of which should
be removable, to preventthe weight I from be-
coming displaced endwise. - ' |

"My bed may be used with or without amat-
tress. Inmany cases a thick blanket is all that
1s necessary over the springs.

1. In a folding bedstead, the hinged head-
board I, in combination with the frame B,
lhnk G, and fixed stand A, all arranged for
joint operation, substantially as herein spect-
fied. | — | : | '

2. In a folding bedstead, the series of metal
springs M, formed in one or more ¢oils at the
points M in combination with the frame B,
transverse cylindrical bars J, and transverse
bars or stops K, arranged to serve as herein
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‘specified.

3. The changeable brackets L and suitable
Tastening means, I, in combination with the
frame B, transverse removable bars J and K
80

stiffness of the springs, substantially as herein
specified. .

4. Inafolding bedstead, the transverse con-
necting-wires N, in combination with the longi-
tudinal metallic springs M, the frame B, and
means, as J K I, for holding the sprin s at the
ends, all substantially as herein specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto seof
my hand, at New York city, this 14th day of
May, 1883, in the presence of two subscribiong

wituesses,

QO

CWILLTAM T. SATLTER.

 Witnesses: |
W. L. BENNEM,
B. K. D. STAFFORD.
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