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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT L. LOCKHART,
of Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex,
State of Massachusetts, have invented a cer-

tain new and useful Improvementin Kmbalm-
ing-Tables, of which the following is a de-

scription sufficiently full, clear, and exact to

enable any person skilled in the art or science

to which said invention appertains to make

and use the same, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this specification, in which— |
TFigure 1 is an isometrical view represent-

storage or transportation; Fig. 2, a like view
representing it open in position for use, and

Fig. 3 a vertical longitudinal section showing
“the canopy erected.

Like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures of the
drawings. | |

- My invention relates to that class of em-

balming-boards which are portable, oradapted

to be folded for storage or transportation; and
1t consists in a novel construction and ar-

rangement of the parts, as hereinafter more

fully set forth and claimed, by which a more

effective device of this character is produced
than is now in ordinary use.

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following
explanation, its extreme simplicity rendering
an elaborate description unnecessary. The
body of the board is constructed in two sec-
tions of equal size, rectangular in form, and
hinged together at their inner ends, as shown
at @. The section A is composed of the side
rails m m and end rails d f. The section B

1s composed of the side rails # » and end
- rails{ g, each of the sections being provided
with a reticulated covering, C.

The section
A, which forms the head of the board, is sup-
ported on the pivoted cross-legs D T, the legs

D being jointed at % to the rails m, and the

legs B pivoted at their upper or inner ends

by means of thestudsq, which work in grooves
- p, formed in the inner sides of the rails m.
- These grooves open outwardly at w, and are
50 curved af their inner ends, as shown at 2, o
that when the studs 7 are inserted at w and:

— .

passed along the grooves in erecting the legs
the stud ¢ will enter the short groove r, after
passing the curvez, and thereby lock the legs
In an erect position. The section B, which

forms the foot of the board, is supported on the.

pivoted cross-legs G H, the legs G being j ointed
at ¢ to the rails n, and the legs H provided at
their upper or inner ends with studs v, which
work in grooves ¢, in substantially the same

manner as_ the stud < works in the groove p.

When the board is in position for use, the sec-
tions are opened outwardly, as shown in Fig.
2, the legs E D being longer than the legs G
H, so that when the legs are erected the head
of the board will be higher than its foot, as
best shown in Fig. 3, and so that the process
of embalming may be more eifectively per-
formed. A head-rest consisting of the metal-

lic ring J, provided with the standard g, is ar-

ranged horizontally at the head of section A,
the standard being fitted to work vertically
1 a hole, b, in the end rail d, and made ad-
Justable therein by the set-serew ¢/, or by any
sultable means for that purpose. A button,
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¢, 1s attached to the end rail d of section A -

as shown in Fig. 1, and when the board is
packed for transportation or storage the head-

rest 1s removed and the standard ¢ inserted in

the hole % in the rail ¢ of section B, thestand-
ard being pushedin toits fullest extent, or un-
til the ring J 18 brought into contact with the
rails g d, when the button is turned, thereby

locking the sections A B together, as shown
1in Fig. 1.

Disposed in holes I in the rails m
m, and rendered vertically adjustable therein
by means of the set-screws m’ m/, or other suit-
able means, are two rods or standards, L; pro-
vided at their upper ends with the curved pro-
Jections M, these parts M L forming arm-rests.
Kach of the sections A B is provided with a
canopy support or frame, P, consisting of the
rods j j,which are connected at their outer or
upper ends by the cross-bars S, and provided
with the knobs «, the rods j 4 being fitted to
slide longitudinally in proper holes or open-
ings, T, formed in the rails# », so that when

the supports are not in use they may be housed,

as shown in Iig. 1, the end rails ¢ d being
grooved, as shown at F, to receive the bars S
flush with their surfaces.
rail g 18 formed mear its edge, or below the
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groove T in gaid rail, so that when the canopy

supports are housed and the standard « 18 1n-
serted in said hole and pushed in to bring the

ring J into contact with the rails g & and the
button ¢ turned both of the canopy-supporis
will be secured in position by the ring, which
is of such a size as to extend over the bars S
of the supports and lock them in position, as
shown in Fig. 1.

Inthe use of my improvement, the board be-
ing closed, as shown in Fig. 1, the button e 18

turned down the standald a and ring J with-

drawn from the rail g, and the bmrd opened

~and erected on its legs, as shown in Kig. 2, the

stud ¢ being inserted in the groove p at w, and
passed around the curve zinto the short groove
r, and the stud v inserted in the groove ¢ and

passed into the groove Q, as shown in Fig. 3.

The standard «, carrying the ring J, 1s then
inserted in the hole b in the rail d and ad-

~ justed by the screw ¢’ as desired. The body

or cadaver to be embalmed is then placed upon
the board,with the head resting on the ring J,

- and the arm-rests erected by inserting the
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standards L in the holes I in the side rails e,
and properly adjusted by the screws m/, the
arms of the cadaver being placed on the pro

jections M, atter which the process of embalm--

~ ing may be conducted in the usual manner.

30

A canopy, N, is used with the board, when-
required, as shown in Fig. 3, beilng sustained-

on the supports P, which are erected at the

-head and foot of the board by inserting the

- rods 4in the holes y,formed in the upper sides
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of the rails m n. 'The knobs or pulls % serve
to prevent the canopy from slipping from the
supports when in the position shown in Fig.

- 3, and also to assist In withdrawing the sup-
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pmts when housed, as shown in Fw 1.
It will be understood that in packmo' the
board for transportation the studs ¢ v are

 withdrawn from the grooves p ¢ through the
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openings w, thus enablmg the legs ED G H

to be folded down within their respective sec-

tions A B.

~T'he canopy, and also the arm-rests and

serews & m', when not in use, may be packed

within the body of the board when the sections

~are closed, as shown 1n Fig. 1
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In embalming-boards of the mdmary con- o

struction no provision is made for supporting
the arms or head of the cadaver, the arms be-
ing usually folded across the breast in such a

manner that the liquids used in embalming
will not properly penetrate these portions of =«
the body. To obviate this difficulty, I make
use of the-adjustable arm and head rests,con-
structed andarranged to operate as described,
by means of which the arms and head may be

readily placed and held in the best positions 6o '
for embalming.

Having thus explamed my invention, what
I claim is— )

1. The combination, with an embalmmg
board, of an adjustable head-rest- and adjusta- 65
ble arm-rests at the sides of the board, near
the head thereof, substantially as described.

2. The 'combination, with an embalming-

‘board provided with vertical slots or sockets

near its ends, and with horizontal end slots 70
and tla,nsvelse oTo0oves between the latter, of .

! canopy - supportmn* frames constructed. - sub-

stantially as described, whereby they are
adapted to be supported in said vertical slots
when in use, and to be stowed away in the
horizontal slotsand grooves,flush with the ends
of the board,when not in use, substantially as
described. o
3. The combination of the hmged Sectwns |

forming an embalming - board when folded
outward, the outer end of the sections being
provided, respectively, with a central hole or
slot, and with a fastening device or button,
folding frames for supporting said sections,
and a head-rest composed of a rod or standard 85
and a ring fixed to one end thereof, said head-
rest being adapted to serve as alockmﬂ* device
when the sections are closed by the msertlon

of the standard in said central slot, and the
buttoning of the fastening device over said go
ring, Substfmtlally as descmbed
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ALBERT E. LOCKHART.

Witnesses:
C. A. BHEHAW,
L. J. WHITE.
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