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Yo all whom it may concern -

Be 1t known that we, SAMUEL D. SARGENT
and EDMUND A. SCHADE, both of New Britain,
in the county of Hartford and State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Opera-Chairs, of which the
following 18 a specification. o

Our invention relates to improvements in
opera-chairs. Inourimproved chairtheframe
that carries the seat and back is pivoted atone
end to a standard by the side of said seat and
back, and, also, novel features of construction
are employed, as hereinafter specified; and

~the objects of our invention are to facilitate
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the passage throngh thehouse inany direetion;

to provide asimple and inexpensive tilting ar-

rangement; to lock the back firmly in place
when the seat 18 turned down, and to so con-
struct the several parts that they shall be sim-
ple and convenient to use, and can be made at
asmall cost. We attain these objects by the
mechanism illustrated in the accompanying

- drawings, in which—
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Figure 118 a front view of our opera-chair
and two standards, the same being represented
with the seat turned up. Fig. 21isalike view
of the same parts, but represented with the

- seatand back,together with the frame on which
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they are mounted, swung around to make a
passage-way between the standards. TFig. 3is’
a rearelevation of the same parts, represeiited
in the same position as in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a
side elevation of our opera-chair and one
standard; the same being represented with
the seat turned down and the back tilted
slightly backward. Fig. 5 is a vertical sec-
tion of the same, represented in the same po-
sition, the plane of section being through the
middle of the back and seat. Fig. 6isa plan

view of the same parts as in Fig. 1, and repre-

sented in the same position, while the broken
lines indicate the position of the seat and back
which isrepresentedin Fig. 2. TFie. 7 isaside
clevation of one side of the standard, and Fig.
S1s a side elevation of the opposite side of the
same. | |

A designates the standard, having a lug, «,
upon one side, by which to pivot one end of
the seat-frame I3, and a lug, b, npon the oppo-
site sidefor supporting the free end of the seat-
frame B when two or morestandardsare placed
side by side with a seat between each two ad-

1 Joining standards, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3,

and 6. The frame B is pivoted to the lug «
by means of a pin, ¢, secured to the frame at
the front corner near one end, and entering a
hole or socket formed in said lug. If desired,

however, the pin might be secured to thelug,

and 1ts receiving hole or socket be formed in
the frame. | o
- Near each end of the frame B there is an
upwardly-projecting lug, d, to the highest part
of which and toward the rear side the back C
18 pivoted by the pins e, Figs. 2 and 4, and to
frons side of which lug, at a point lower down,
the seat D is pivoted by the pins f, Figs. 2
and 4. The lower ends of the back C extend

downward in the rear of that part of the geat

D in which the pin f is situated. The upper
rear corners of the seat D are. substantially
right -angular corners, whereby they form
cams ¢, which, when the scab is raised from

-the position shown in Fig. 4 to that shown in
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Fig. 2, act upon the lower ends of the back to -

throw them backward, and thereby to tilt the

main portion of the back forward a little, so

as to bring it nearly into a vertical position.
A pin, &, or other suitable stop or projection

on the frame, prevents the back from being.

thus tilted beyond a certain point,

In the middle of thelower end of the back
C there is a downwardly-projecting arm, %,
and in the middle of the rear part of the seat
18 a hooked arm, m. When the seat is turned
down from the position shown in Iig. 2tothat
shown in IFig. 4, the hooked arm m will engage
the lower end of the arm %k and throw said
arm forward, thereby tilting the back back-
ward, when the lower end of the baeck at each
side comes in contact with the seat, as shown
in I'ig. 4, and locks the back against being
moved 1n one direction, while the hooked arm
and arm k£ engage, as shown in Fig. 5, andlock
the back against being moved in the opposite
direction so long as the seat is turned down
into position foruse. The hooked arm m, com-
ing under the end of arm k,also acts as a stop
to limit the downward movement of the seat.

It 18 our intention to place the standards in
rows side by side, and with a seat between
each two adjoining standards, the rows being
far enough apart to form an aisle or passage-
way from right to left in the ordinary manner

of placing opera-chairs. By the construetion
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hereinshown and described the turned-up seat | ent shows an opera-chair having a hook upon’

and tilted back, together with the frame upon
which they are mounted, cover but little Hoor-
space, as shown in Fig. 6. When thus turned

and swung to one side on the pin ¢,as8 indicated
in broken lines in Fig. 6, a passage-way 1S
formed through the row without disturbing or
moving any other seat,so that a personin enter-
ingor going from the room can, by turning un-
occupied seats, passthrough therows wherever
hemay desire. TForabroadaisle,orinorder to
seat the usunal aisle after the body of the house

~is full, the standards by the sides of said aisle
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may be provided with thelugs ¢, with sockets,
andright and left hand sedts may be brought

in and hung by their vertical pins to said lugs, |

while the free end of the seat-frame may be

provided with a downwardly-projecting stand-

ard to rest upon the floor, so that the aisle
may be seated solid; and when it 1s desired to
clear the aisle, the seats can be turned up and
swung around to the right and left.

We are aware of the patent to Bailey and

Schade,No. 264,216,September 12, 1882, which
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shows a swinging frame with pivoted back

and seat mounted thereon, and our present |

- invention is considered as an lmprovement;
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thereon, although it has embodied in 1t sub-
stantially the improvement patented in said

patent. We are also aware that a prior pat- |

the seat which engages the lower end of the
back, and prevents the upper end from work-

ing forward when the seat is down, and the
' . .35

same is hereby disclaimed. -
- We claim as our invention— | |
1. In a folding opera-chair,the combination
of the fixed standard A, having the lug ¢, the
frame B, hinged by one corner to saidlug, and

adapted to swing horizontally thereon, the 40

back C, and seat D, pivoted to said frame B,
and means for supporting the outer end of
said swinging frame, substantially as shown,

as described, and for the object specified.

2. The combination of the standa-rd.hmfing 45

the pivotal lug upon one side and the sup-

porting-lug upon its opposite side, the chair-

supporting frame, the vertical pivot which
connects said supporting-frame to the pivotal
lug of said standard, the back pivoted tosaid
supporting-frame near its lower end, and the
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seat pivoted to the same frame at a point below
the pivots of the back, and provided with the -

rear upper corners, ¢, substantially as de-
scribed, and for the purpose specified. '

o SAMUEL D. SARGENT.
EDMUND A. SCHADE.

Witnesses:
- JAMES SHEPARD,

JOHN EDWARDS, Jr.
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