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To il whom it may . concern:

Be it known that I, JUDSON L. THOMSON,
of Syracuse in the county of Onondaga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improv’ements in Shoe-Clasps, of which
the following, taken in connection with the

accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and

exact description..

This invention consists in a novel construc-
tion and combination of the component parts
of a spring-clasp and its interlocking plate,
which possesses superior stability and dura-
bility, and can be manufactured expeditiously
and cheaply.

The invention is fully illustrated in the an-
nexed drawings, wherein Figure 1 1s an edge

view of my lmproved shoe-clasp with the

parts interlocked. Figs. 2 and 3 are plan

viewsof the parts detached. Fig. 4 is a trans- |
verse section on line x z, Fig. 2. Fig.

51s a
detached perspective view of the tongue; and
Iigs. 6 and 7 are plan views of the blanks
from which the main plate and splmo* of the
clasp aré formed. -

Similar letters of refereuce 1ndlcate corre-
spondm parts. "

A is a metal plate, deswned to be attached
to one of the quarters of an overshoe, said
plate being provided with a series of trans-
Verse slots a a, for adjustably connecting it
with the tonﬂ‘ue C, which is hinged on a main
plate, B, ampted to be secured to the other
- This plate B is
formed from a metal blank, having an exten-
sion, ¢, as shown in Fig. 7 of the drawings,
said extension being of sufficient length to al-

low 1t to be rolled up to embrace a hinge-pin,.
b, as represented by dotted lines in said fig-
ure, and leave rabbets ¢ ¢ back of the pintle
The tongue C is hung on said |

pin, and provided at the under side thereof
gith a cam, d. Upon the main plate, and
contignous 'thereteo, lies a thin sheet of steel,
D, whieh is riveted thereto at its rear end
and h‘zs its forward end formed with exten-
sions ¢ ¢, as shown in Iig. 6 of the drawings,
said extensions being strained over the rab-

beted portions of the main plate B, and ex- !

~ tended under the cam d of the tonfrue to act
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as a spring for holding the tono*ue in its in-
terlocked position, as repr eseﬂted in Fig. 1 of

the drawings, and also in its raised- 13081131011 +

for entermcr 113 into one of the slots « of the
plate A, or dlsemmeetmrr said parts.

Although the plates A and B are curved |

| for the purpose of httmg

them to the instep
of the foot, yet the shape of different persons’
feet varies, so that it is impossible to always
make the aforesaid plates fit as desired, and
in case of a misfit the plate A, owing to 1S
weakness across the ends of the slots a @, fre-
quently becomes either str alghtened or unduly
bent by the tensile strain it is subjected to.

6o

To overcome said defects I re-enforce the plate

A by longitudinal ribs » r, struek up or
pressed out of the marginal portion of the

" plate, and forming bmccs &(*10&3 the ends ot

the respective &Jots a a.

I am aware that it 18 a common 11‘16(311‘1111(“11
expedient to stiffen metal plates by ribs or
corrugations, and I therefore do not claim the
same broadly

The plate B and itssu pu‘m cumbent S pl ing-
plate D, I provide with a transverse slot, 2,
near the hinge of the tongue G, through w]uch
slot the usual %mchmn strip passes. Ly malk-

ing the slot in the positmn aforesaid, undue

pr Q]B(JJIOII of the plate B on the (111“111:61 of the
shoe is obviated and a more secure thtaJ(_.h

_ ment 18 obtained.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In combmatwn with the slotted inter-

locking plate, a clasp counsisting of a main

plate, provided at its forward end with a

hmﬂ(, -pin and with rabbets back of said pin,
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a tonuue hung on the hinge-pin and provided

with a cam uudel neath the same, and a Spring-

plate lying contiguous to the main plate, riv-

eted thereto at th(, rear end, and having 1ts
forward end extended over the rabbeted por-
tions of the main plate and under the cam of
the tongue, substanbm]ly as described and
shown.

9. In combination with the interlocking
member of the clasp. the plate A, pmmded
with transverse slots ¢ a, and with longitudi-
nal ribs »#, struck up from the marginal por-

tion of the plate across the ends of the slots

thereof, substantially as specified and shown.
Intestimony whereof I have hereuntosigned
my name and affixed my seal, in the presence

of two attesting witnesses, at Syl acuse, in the

county of Onond aga, in the State of New Yor kk,

this 22d day of February, 1884.

JUDSON L. TlIOMSON

\VItHGS’%OS | |
-C. H. DUELL,
F. H. GIBES.

(L. 8.]
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