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To all whom it may concers : |
Be 1t known that I, FRANKLIN GII‘FORD of
the city of Splllwﬁeld county of Clark, and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Impr ovements in Hitehing-Blocks; and
I do hereby declare the fol]owmﬂ* to be a fu]l |

~ clear, and exact description theleof referenee- '

bemu‘ had to the accompanying drawmﬂ's and
the lettels of reference marked theleon |
This invention has relationto hitching-posts

for horses; and it consists in the constr uctmn”
and arrangement of parts, as will be hereinaf- |

- ter described, and par tleulally pomted out in
~ the claims.

15 In the aecompa,nymc- dr awings, Flgure 1 18

post. Fig. 218 a transverse section ther eof.
. Fig. 3 18 a view of the casing with the front
- plate removed, showing the device locked.
20
to apply the strap thereto. TFig. 5 is a view
of the casing with the plate havmcr the pro-
jection for closmg the slots of -the front and
~ back ]_Jl&te
25 Fig. 818 a view of the key, and Fig. 9is a lon-
- n*1tud1n%1 view of the spindle.
~ The letter A designates.my improved hltch
~ing-post, provided Wwith inclined ribs at the
| sndes front, and rear thereof, the rear one of
which 18 not shown.

30
the post is provided with a base, A’, secured

to a curbstone or other support in any suait-
‘Onthe top portion of this post,

- able manner.
- and recessed therein, is acylindrical easing, B,
35 provided with a statmnmy back plate, .0,

mg, m. On the inner surface of the casing are

secured lugs or projections ¢ d, the pur poses

of which Wlll be hereinafter descmbed
40
having on its upper surface a projection, H'; a
centml circular opening, ¢, square openings ¢’
¢!, eommunicating with ‘the central opening,

and below said central opening a lug, f, while

the bottom portionisprovided withapin, 1/, to
which is pivoted a tumbler-plate, I, prowded
~.on one side with a tumbler, 7, havmg a slot, 4,

45

and a catch, K. The other sule of this pla,te_

H,toward the uppel pOI‘bIOH is pr 0v1ded with
50 @& Swe]l, q.

a perspective view of my 1mproved hitehing-

Fig. 4 is a snmleu view with device unlocked

Kigs. 6 and 7 are detail views.

" The bottom portion of |

1 as such inclinations or tapermc-*s will not ad-
having a slot, b, and a central circular open-

Krepresents a plate seated in the casing, and

e

© 1 The lettel N denotes a coiled spring, 19313“1“’

| on the top of the tumbler-plate H.  One end
of this spring engages the notch orslot ¢ in the
tumbler, its other end engaging a 81m11&1 notch
in the ]uﬂ‘ ¢ of the casing. -

Ois the Spmdle, ex_tendmg thr ough the cas-
1ng and seated in the circularopening m of the
back plate, and it is provided with a slot, ¢’,
extending through the body thereof fr om 1ts
center to 1ts top portion. The top portlon at 60
one Slde of theslot, is provided with aprojec-

tion, 9. This S];)md]e 18 also provided with a
pin, p, which extends transversely across the
slot «’, and has its bearing in the sides of the -
,Spmdle It 18 further prowded with a lug, p’, 6 5
at one side thereof.

B’ is the front plate of the casing, hav:mﬂ* a
slot, b*, corresponding in shape to the Slot of
the back plate, and communicating therewith

35

‘back. Tt is also provided with a central cir-.
cular opening, °, and has a slot, a*, communi-
cating with the slot of the Spmdle,to admitthe

‘key. This plate B’ is secured tothe casing by
‘means of screws or other suitable fastening de- 75
vices. The slots b andb®of thefrontandback
plates may be closed to exempt dust and rain
by means of slides arranged in any smta,ble

manner to said plates.

B? is the key, having a boss, B®, and aslotted

portion, B‘*, whereby the device is operated. ,

T attach importance to the fact that the in-
clined or tapering ribs preventa strap orother -
hitching means from being attached to the post,
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mit of a strap being securely tied or secured
thereto—thatistosay, thestrap, if not secured
in the slot, will slip overthe top of the post, as
will be seen by ‘a post constructed as shown.
The operation of my invention 18 asfollows:
By inserting the key in the key-hole slot , Fig.
1, and turning it over to the right, the projec-
tlon i’ of the 8p1ndle will come in contact with
the swell g of the tumbler-plate and bear firmly .
ag amst the same. This movement brings the g5

90

pin p’ of the spindle against the proj ection f of
the plate E,which causes the tumbler-plate H,
‘spindle O, and plate E to lock together, where-
by they revolve together by means of the key
A to thlow the prOJectlon E' of the pl&te E out of 100

when the projection B’ of the plate Eis thrown 7o .



~and the spindle can be revolved to its original {

. . as shown 1n Fig. 2, 1s passed through the slots |
- 10 of the front and back plia;te, and comes in con-

. whieh is foreed downw '11(1, and the catch K
~thereby thrown out of engagement with the |
‘mechanism, as shown and descl ibed. :

;5]5
. throws the tumbler-plate H and plate E,: with

0 Jug coof the casing 1s to form a stop for the
projection K when thrown out of engagement :

72

&

. ing the platform A" provided: with tmpermﬂ' |

contact with the slots of the front and bacl |
plates,and are held inposition by means of the
catch K of the tumbler-plate coming into en-
gagement with the lug d of the casing, as shown
i Ifig. 4. This brings the tumbler % in eon- |
hzwmg at its top portion a casing provided -
with a plate, E, having the projection I, and 35 o
“a tumbler-plate, H, pivoted to said plate 14, o

tact with the slotsof the front and back plates,

position and the key withdrawn.  The strap,

tact with a projection, m/, of the tumbler 7,

lag d, in which position the parts remain while

Lhe stmp 18 1n said slots. - When the strap 1s |
~withdrawn,theslots of the front and back plates | o
| casing?recessed into the top of thepost and hav- 45
‘ing the plate B, provided with projection I,
circular opening ¢, and pin f’, the tumbler-

plate H, pivoted to said plate E, and having
the tumbler 2, swell ¢, and catch K, the spring
I, the spindie O, and the key B? as Shown ‘md 50

-desenbed and for the purpose set; forth. S

are closed ::mtonntlcally by the spring/,which"
its projection I, back into their original po-
sition, as shown in Fig. 8. The purposeofthe
,w1t11 the slots of the f1 ont and bacL plates as

wamn* deseubed my mventlon 'md the op-
eration thewof what I claim 15—

1. The ]llt(ﬂlll]”‘ -post herein deseu-bed hav- {

302,125

ribs, and a-slotted casing atthe upper extrem-

ity of the post, provided with mechanism ada,pt 30 :
| ed to attach and detach an animal by mefms of .
a strap, as shown and described. |

2. The combination, with a ]ntchmn*-post

the front and back plates, provided with cen-

tral eircular openmgs and slots, and the Spr Ing
{ ¢y of the spindie O, having 1ts ‘bear] ings in the

fmut and back plate and provided w1th key- 40
hole slots, and a key, B? for oljelatmfr Lhe o

3. The cﬂmbmatlon with a hltchmg pos{,
having the base-plate and inclined ribs, of the

S I‘RANKLIN GIFI‘ORD
Witnesses:

G, C. BowLus, .
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