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(Ne medel )

o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that we, JouN T. DUPONT and | which latter are adapted to engage with the
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WiLriaum J. COOKE, both of the city, eounty,
and State of New Yerk have invented a new

and Improved Trunk, Of which the following-
is a tull, clear, and exach deseription. ~ -

Our invention relates to certain improve-
ments in trunks; and it consists in the con-
struction and mrenoement of parts, as will be
hereinafter deserlbed and claimed. |

Reference is to be had to the eecempenymgf
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

11 which similar letters of reference mdlcete
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 18 a broken front elevation of our

new and improved trunk. Fig. 2is a broken
end elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a plan
view of the trunk, as it appears when open.

Fig. 41is a perspeetlve view of the metal frame
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used to strengthen-and stiffen the trunk; and

Figs.5 and 6 are respectively broken front and
end elevations of a modified construction of
the trunk, the tr unk bemn* shown epen 1n both,
ﬁgul es.

The back Wall a, and end walle b 0, of the
trunk are ordinar y. . The {ront wall c is not
made fast in the body of the" trunk but is
adapted, when the lid is opened, to be. opened

or entirely removed from the trunk so that

the trays e, which are placed in the body of

‘the trunk like the drawers in a bureau, may

be drawn out at the front of the trunk. In
the form of trunk shown i in Figs. 1, 2, and 3

the front board or wall, ¢, is held in pleee by

the metal face- -plate £, Wh_leh 18 attached tothe

- front edges of the bottom g and, side walls, b,

50 as to form a flange, f7, to receive the bottom
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and side edges of the board ¢, as shown clearly.
In the form of trunk shown in
TFigs. b and 6 the front board, ¢, is held at
| the bottom by the flange 7, and*at the side
. edges by the locking devices H, so that in-

‘stead of lifting the front board, (* bodily up-

in Flg 1.

ward for removing it from the trunk as with

the form of trunk shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, it

1s only necessary to dlsengan'e the pivoted
hook 4 from the hook ¢, and tip the board ¢
outward, as illustrated i in dotted lines in Fig.

In P]DS 1, 2, and 3, the front board, ¢, is
. 50 1ocked in plece by

}

the frunk, and by the two bottom hooks, k k,

lugs &' &', formed at the bottom of the trunk,
prefembly upon the lower bar, /, of the metal.
frame or skeleton L, which is bullt into the.

trunk to stiffen and St engthenit. The hooks
k I are held locked with the Iugs ¥ k" by the

springs m m, and they are adapted to be si-
multeneously withdrawn from under the lugs

k' kK, against the tension of the spring m by
‘llftlnﬂ‘ or sliding upward the vertical bar or
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rod o, which is connected to the hooks k k& by -
the pivoted triangular plates p p and the con-
necting-rods ¢ g the triangular plates p p be-

1ng pivoted at p’ " and connected to the rod

0, S0 that the upward movement of the bar o
will elevate the adjacent corners of the tri-
angular plates and cause their lower outer
corners to approach each other, and through -
the rods ¢ ¢ withdraw the hoeps k k, thus un-
locking the front board, c.

For convenience in shdmg or lifting upwerd
the rod o, we form at its upper . end the out-

wardly- prOJeetmg stud o’ on which the bar- .
75

rel of a key may be placed—as upon the key-
stud of a lock—so that. the key of the trunk
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may be used as a handle for lifting the bar o

to unlock the frent ‘board, ¢, at the bottom;
and this stud o® serves also to lock the bar 0
“in its lowest position when the 1id d is closed,
| -'the lid being-provided with the notched pla,te |
o°, that is adapted to rest upon the stud o?,
_thus causing the front board, ¢, to be perma-

nently locked by the hooks k& % by simply clos-
ing the lid d. = The locking-hooks j are each

l provided with an outwardly-projecting stud,
-7’y which reaches out through: curved slots 42
‘made in the end walls of the trunk, as shown

‘clearly in Fig. 2; so that these. hooks may be

conveniently SWUI]G‘ forward or backward for

locking and unlockmg the front board, ¢, and
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the cover d is provided at its edges with the -

notched plates s s, which come upon the studs
J'y when the cover is closed and the hooks j

are swung forward to locked position, so that g5
the pletes shold the hooks in locked posmon |

when the trunk 1s closed.-

The metal frame L is by preference made of

wrought-iron, and is composed of the above-:

]10013., J, ab eeeh end of |- mentioned le_wer frame, [, upper frame,?,and oo -
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vertical side bars, %, and cross-bars ’, and the
walls of the trunk are built around this frame,
so that the frame makes the trunk very strong
and stiff.

v By adapting the front wall, ¢, to be removed
fromthetrunk and arranging thetraysctoslide
horizontally in and out of the trunk, the trunk
1s made very convenient for various uses. Be-
sides, the trunk 1s practical, strong, and dura-
ble, and easy to open and close.

In the form of trunk shown in Figs. 5 and
6, 1instead of using the lip /& for holding the
front board, ¢, at the bottom, this board may
be connected to the bottom of the trunk by
neans of hinges, and not depart{from the prin-
ciple of our invention.

We are aware that it is not new to provide

~a trunk with a series of drawers and a re-

ntovable front board for securing them .in
place, and we do not claim such as of our 1n-

‘vention, broadly.

Having thus fully described our invention,
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. The removable front board, ¢, provided
with the spring-actuated hooks %, in combi-
nation with the lugsk’, connecting-rods ¢, piv-
oted plates p, and vertically-sliding rod o, ar-
ranged to operate substantially as and ifor the
purposes set forth.

2. The vertically-sliding rod o, connected
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to the hooks &, and formed with the stud o
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. The cover d, provided with the plate o,
in combination with the rod o, hooks %, and 23
connection, the rod o being formed with the
stud ¢*, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. .

4. The combination, with the removable
front board, ¢, of the side hooks, j, arranged
for holding the front board in place, substan-
tially as described. , |

5. The hooks j, formed with the outwardly-
projecting studs 5, in combination with the
notched plates s, secured to the cover d of the 45
trunk, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

6. The metallic trunk-frame I, consisting of
the rectangulartop and bottom frames, (7, ver-
tical corner-posts 7, and end cross-pieces, I’, 50
substantially as set forth.

7. The removable front board, ¢, provided
with catehes kand sliding in ways formed by
flanges /" on the ends and.bottom edge of the
trunk, in ecombination with the lugs k', formed 53
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on the bottom front bar of the metal {frame I,

substantially as set forth.
JOHN T. DUPONT.
WILLIAM J. COOKI.
Witnesses:
HERMANN L. KRIEGER,
JAs. R. COOKE.
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