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ia all whom it ma j CONCern : .
Be it known that I, JonN B. BELCHER, a

- ‘citizen of the United States of Amer] 1ca, resid-

ing at Charlotte, in the county of ]]aton and

State of Mmhman have invented cerfain new.

and useful Impl ovements in Shoes, of which

. the following is a specification, reference be-

I0

ing had thereln to the accompanym@ dlaw-'

111@3 | : - |
ThlS mvenblon pertains to 1mp1 ovements in
shoes, more especially felt’ or snow overshoes,

. the part to which the improvement is appli-
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cable being the upper, between the vamp and
quarter, to allow the foldlng back upon itself
of the heel portion or quarter, for the ready
entrance of the undershoe, and whereby the
. openings heretofore pr0V1ded-—0ne in each
side of the upper—and chafing of the a,nkle
joint are avoided. - |

The invention therefore consmt& of a gusset,
the material of which is caused to fold or lap
from each side toward the middle, and may be

-a continuation of the vamp, substantmlly as
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hereinafter fully set forth and claimed.
In the accompanying drawings, Flgure 1is
a side view of my improvement. - Fig, 2 1s a

similar view thereof with the quarter or heel

portion turned down or folded back upon it-
self for the entrance of the undershoe.

In carrying out my invention, I first Sh&pe
and apply to the last the 111111:10' A, which is

- preferably made of fabric, whlch 18 treated to
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" thereof is placed the quarter C, the lower outer

40

a coating of rubber in a 11qu1d state. Over

the rubber and fabric lining A is placed the

vamp B, and around the rear or heel portion

marginal portion of which is- covered with a

strip of rubber, D, after which the bottom or

sole is applied, said vamp and quarter being

made of felf, or a compomte ma,terlal of rub
ber and fabllc ) |

E is a gusset, of Wthh thele are two, one

- arranged in each side of the upper, between
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the vamp and the quarter, to replace the open- | main portion of the gusset, thus leaving the
ankle-joint untrammeled or 'mth sufﬁclent

ings heretofore left thereat, to enable the shoe:
to be readily put on or a,fford easy access for
the undershoe. 'This gusset may be made by

H

edﬂ'es of the 0pen1ng thus formed or along S.‘:le

ed oes, a piece of felt or compomte substance of
rubber and fabric, said gusset-piece being of

sufficient width to allow the heel portlon or -
quarter to be turned down or folded back upon

itself, for its intended purpose, as above point-
ed out, while, when the quarter is 1n 1ts nor-
mal- position, said gusset-piece folds or laps -

upon itself toward, but does not fill, the middle
space, thus avoldlnﬂ* the leaving of openings
ab this pomt and. wheleby what would other-
wise be openings is closed up water-tight com-

pletely. to the top of the upper, obvmtmﬂ' the

entrance of snow and water. The quarter as
is usual, is provided with forward-extensions
of lapels with ene of which is integrally made,

or to it is connected, the fastening-strap, and to

the other one 18 seeured a fastening or buckle.

The folds of the gus,sets restupon 0pp081te sides
‘of the ankle-joint, and not against or behind

it, either of which latter positions causes the

-- gusset -fold to chafe or hurt the ankle, whilein-

the former position they serve as br Aces to the
ankle-joint, and prevent chafing thereof.

In lieu of making the cfussets as aforesaid, :
;they may: be made by fmmmg the vamp with

continuously rearwar dly - plOJectlng exten-

sions of sufficient length to serve the purpose
“of the gussets, and ad&pted to fold or lap upon

itself asthe latter. This latter method of mak-

ing them would avoid the slitting of the vamp
and quarter, and removing- portlons of the
vamp. and replacmw the same with - Sepamte _

pieces.
T am aware that in a gmter shoe foldmg or

plaited pieces have been inserted in the top
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or ankle portion, with their folds or plaits

folding in one dlreg:tlon which it is obvious

would crowd the ankle-joint #ind tend to im-

pair its movement, while it will be observed
that in my invention the folds or plaits fold

toward, but do not occupy, the center or mid-
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dle portwn of the space inside of the outer or -

space for freedom of movement

Having thus fully deseribed my 1nvent1on |
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- removing, opposite the ankle-joint, a portion.| what I claim; and desue to secure by Letters' .
of the vamp, and- secm ing to themde and lower Patent 15——-—- |
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In a {elt or rubber and fabric overshoe, the | portions of said gusset, substantially as shown
~combination, with the vamp and quarter, of ! and deseribed, and for the purpose set forth. ro
‘the gusset arranged in cach side of the upper |  In testimony whereof T affix my signaturein
“between the vamp and quarter, and in line | presence of two witnesses.

-5 with the ankle-joint, with its'foldsor plaitsto |  ~ JOHN B. BELCHER.

sustain the ankle, and to prevent ehafing, fold- YWitnesses: |
~ing toward, but not occupying, the central HENRY B. TEN EYCK, |

space intermediate between the outerlateral |~ I.. O. Sarrir. ,
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