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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FrRANCIS J. RABBI‘TH
of Boston, inthe county of Suffolk and State of
Mftssachusetts have invented a new.Improve-

- ment in Sights for Fire-Arms; and I do here-
by declare the following, when taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, and which sald drawings constitute part
of blus specification, and replesent In—
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Figure 1, a pelspectwe view; Fig. 2, a sec-

- tional view of the sight as attached to the bar-
rel, the sight St‘llldll]ﬂ with the dark surface
at the rear; Ifig. 3, the same as g, 2, except
that the Slﬂht is turned rearward. to expose
the cuwed or ]wht surface; I‘w 4, atop view
of the sight. |

This 1_11V6nt1011 relates to an 1mp£0vement 1n
the forward sight for fire-arms, and particu-
larly to that class known as ‘‘open sights.’’
These sights are of two classes, one of which
rises vertically and so as to ezpose a vertical
surface to the rear. ILooking over the barrel
at this sight, it presents a dark surface, be-
cause of no substfmtml reflection of light. In
- the use of such a sight in dark sunoundmns
- or against a dark object it is substantially in-
visible. In the other class the rear surface of
thesightiscurved upward and forward. This
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sight reflects the light to such an extent as to
present a very light appearance, and there-

fore agalnst a dark object is visible and the

most desirable sight, but against a light ob-
3 5 ject or 1n bright llght the smht 1S not so read-
ily dlStIIlD’ﬂ]Shed |

The obJect of my invention is to construct a
sight which may be convertible from a dark
Sight to light, orviceversa; and the invention
consists in a sight hinged in a base upon a
pivot, 8o as to be turned thereon in a plane
parallel with the axis of the barrel, one side
presenting the curve upward and forward or
light sight, the other the vertical or dark
Slght, and so that, as occasion may require,
the sight may be turned to either of the said
two 130511310118 as more fully hereinafter de-
seribed.

A 1s the base, which is constr ucted to enter

45

50 the transverse groove in the upperside of the |
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barrel, in the usual manner of introducing the
forward sight, and as seen in Fig. 2. - In the

‘upper side of this base i1s a slot, «, the plane

of the slot being substantially parallel with
the axis of the barrel to which the sight is to %
be attached.

B 1s the sight, Whlch 18 arranged in theslots
¢ and hung upon a pivot, 6. This sight is
quadrant shape, as seen in Fig. 2, the pivot b
being near the angle. Standing in the posi- 6c
tion on the barrel seen in Ifig. 2, the straight
side ¢ of the sight is at the rear, and therefore
presents what may be called the “dark sig oht,’’
the straight or vertical surface ¢ producmw 110
reflection which will light that side. The 65
sight turned rearward upon its pivot will pre-
sent the curved side d to the rear, as seen in
Fig.3. Thiscurved sidewill reflect thelight,
and to such an extent as to produce a white
or light sight, that surface being polished for 7o
the purpose, and thus the Slﬂht may be con- |
verted from a dark sight in I‘m 2 to a light
sight 1n Fig. 3, or vice versa, by simply turn~
ing the sight upon its pivot. The darkness
of thestr awhtsmle will be lll‘ltell’ﬂ]YImpl()Ved 75
by m 1L111g the edge concave, as seen in Ifig.
4, and whereby 1eﬂect1011 of light to the eye
of the person sighting the gun Wﬂ]. be i1mpos-
sible. The back orcurved. sidemay beround-
ed—that. is, made convex in transverse sec- 8o
tion—as also seen in Fig, 4, and add to its re-
flecting capacity and increase its whiteness;
but the two sides, 1f made plain, aecamphsh
the desirable object of the invention. The =
thickness of the sight should be substantially 85
that of the slot «, W1th1n which it is hung, and

| so that the walls of the slot will produce sufﬁ
‘cient friction to retain the sight in either po-

sition to which 1t may be turned

The spring / may bearranged inthe bottom’ g0
of the slot, to bear against the under edge of
the sight, and serve to throw and hold 113 in
elth(,r of its extreme positions.

Instead of making the facecvertical, it may
to advantage be under cut, as indicated in 95

‘broken hnes Fig. 2, the OVelh‘IHGIDG end in-

creasing the dmhness of that rear exposed
edge. |

1 claim-~—

1. The herein - descubed eonveltlble sight 100




for fire-arms, consisting of the base A, con-
structed for attachment tothe barrel ofthe arm,

the sight B, hung upon a pivot in said base,
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and so as to be turned thereon forward and
backward, the rear exposed edge of the sight
in one position showing a vertical or dark sur-
face, the rear exposed edge, when turned to
the other position,curved upward and forward,
substantially as described.

2. The combination of the base A, construct-
ed for attachment to the barrel of the arm, and

with a slot, «, parallel with the axis of the

barrel, the sight B,hung upon a pivot in said
slot, so as to turn to the front or rear, as the
case may be, the exposed rear surface, when

turned forward,substantially vertical, and the |
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exposed rear edge, when turned backward,

curved upward and forward, substantially as
described. | |

3. Thecombination of the base A, construct-
ed for attachment to the Dbarrel, the sight I3,
hung upon a pivot in the base, and so asto be
turned backward or forward 1n a plane par-
allel with the axis of the barrel, the rear ex-
posed face, when turned forward, concave 1in

“transverse section, and the rear exposed face,

when turned to the rearward,convex in trans-

verse section, substantially as described.

FRANCIS J. RABBETH.

Witnesses:
ROGER FFOSTER,
GE0. P..SANGER, Jr.
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