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Le it known that I, ORVILLE T. SMITH, of
the city of Brooklyn, inthe county of King S.:Lnd
sState of New York, have invented a new and

5 useful Improvement in Buttons, Studs,and An-

alogous Articles of Jewelry, of which the fol-

lowmn 18 a specifieation. -

My invention relates more particularly fo
sleeve or cuff buttons and studs, but may be
embodied 1n lockets and analogous articles of
jewelry. |

The principal obj ect of my invention 18 to
enable retail jewelers to provide a great num-
ber of ditferent styles and patterns of buttons,

IO

15 studs, and analogous articles to suit the var 1ed_

tastes and 1equ1rements of customers, by the
use of a small number of frames or shells, and
a_comparatively large number of Ol‘ll’Llllellt‘ll
center-pieces befmnﬁ* designs, figures, or ini-

being removably secured in the frames or
shells to form any combination which the cus-
“tomer may desire. In this way the retail
dealer, by a comparatively small outlay for
stock, can meet the requir ements of a large
trade.

The invention consists in novel combina-
tions of parts hereinafter described and set
forth in the claims, wherebv the desired ob-
]ect 18 abtained.

In the accompanying d] awings, Figure 1

it

represents a front or face vmw,ol 2 sleeve or

cuff button embodying my invention. Iig. 2

18 a back view thereof, with the shoe or back |

plate removed. Iig. 3 is avertical section of
the button. Iig. 4 is a face view of a button
of slightly modified form, also embodying my
mvention. I1g. 518 a sectional view of said
modified button, and Fig. 6 1s a back view of
the button with the back plate or shoe re-
moved. .
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Similar letters of 1@1’01 ence designate corre-

sponding parts in all the figures.

I willfirst deseribe ﬂmhntion shown in igs,
2, and 3. |

A designates the (rame or r~,hie]‘1 which is
here Shown as formed of thin metal, ‘L]ld which
18 also shown as of rectangular 101111 with
rounded corners. In the outer face of the

50 frame or shell A 18 here represented a rabbet,
- «, and the post B, which is bifurcated, is se-

tial letters. of various fOlIl]S, and mpable of

l

| portions or eyeS ¢ and narrow portions ¢*F,

the battem of the rabbeta..

-or shell.,

cured to the shoe C, and 18 made to straddle
the rabbet ¢, and ]S secured to the inside of

' the shell or frame A.

D designates an ornamental center-piece,-ss

“whichmay bearan initial letter-—such as ‘13,

for instance—or any ornament likely to be re-
quired. In connection with the said frame or

shell A, a large number of center-pieces may

be had, from Shich a selection may be made 6¢
t0 obtain the desired letter or ornament. The

center-piece D is capable of being inserted di-

‘rectly into or placed in the mbbet a of the

frame or shell from the front thereof, and can
be removed therefrom only by a nmvement ci-
rectly outward. -In connection with the center-

piece to be so placed in the frame or shell A, I
employ locking devices which are accessible
from the back of the frame or shell only, and
which are preferably spring-actuated. Ashere
shown, the center-piece D has rearwardly-pro-

.]ectmn headed studs or pins b, which pass

through an opening in the frame or shell A at
At the back of the
frame or shell is a bow-spring, ¢, which is se-
cured in the post Batc',and whichis retainedin
proper place by loops ¢, attached to the frame
The ends of this spring have in them
key-hole slots, or slots consisting of circular

75

30
The spring ¢ has a tendency to expand, and
when its ends are pressed together the center-

piece Dmay be placed in positi{m in the frame

or shell, the heads of the studs or pins b passing
through the eyes ¢*; but as soon as the spring
18 released 1ts ends spring apart, thereby eaus-
ing the narrow slot” portion ¢** to embrace
the studs or pins & behind their heads, and so
to hold the center-piece against outer move-
ment. In order to add to the strength of the go
spring ¢, I mayemploy a re-enforeing spring,

d, secured in the opposite side or portion of .
h_the post B, and having 1ts ends bearing on the

ends of the spring ¢ to press them ‘"LDcLI‘L If

it is desired to change the center-piece shown og
i for another

having a different ornamention,
all that 1s necessary is to press inwm‘*d the
ends of the spring ¢ to bring the eves ¢ op-
posite the heads of tane studs or pins b, and
the center-plece may then be removed fmd £L11 -
other substituted therefor.

In the example of my invention shown in
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Figs. 4, 5, anld 6-the button consists bf &framé
or shell A a shoe, C, a post, B, rigidly con-

'nectmg them and a removable ornamental

center-piece, D The frame or shell is'some-
what different in form from that first described;

but it has a deep rabbet, ¢, in which the cen-
ter-piece D may be plaeed at the front of the
frame or shell. At opposite points in the
frame or shell are notches e, which receive
springs f, secured at one end by loops [’ or
otherwise to the frame or shell, and at their
other ends notched at f* to engage the edge
of the center-piece D. To insert the center-.
piece D, it is simply pressed 1into the rabbet
a, and by acting on the springs f deflects them
Or presses them outward until opposite their
notches 1, whereupon said springs react or-
fly inward to cause their locking-notches to
engage with the edge of the center-piece at
diametrically-opposite points, and thus hold
it securely against outward displacement. by
springing.the springs f outward the center-
piece I» may be removed and a different one
substituted.

In order to hold the center- p1ece, D, more
securely against outward digplacement, I may
provide the inner ends of the springs f with
which are connected by
a tie consisting of 'two rods or pleces, g ¢,
provided with rlght and left hand threads at
their adjacent ends and connected by a turn-
buckle, . The rods or pieces ¢ g, hzwe in
their outer ends elongated holes or slots ¢/, and
before they are connected by the turn-buckle
i they may be adJusted to a position at right
angles {o that shown 1 in Figs. 5 and 6, In Whlch
posﬂ:mn their slots ¢’ may be passed over the

T -shaped heads 7%, and when swung into line

they cannot become accidentally disengaged
from said heads. The turn-buckle % being
then applied to the adjacent screw-threaded
ends of the rods g, they may be drawn together
to contract the springs f tightly upon the edge
of the center-piece, D, which cannot then be-
come disengaged from them. The connection
or tie g g I passes between the two portions
of the bifurcated post B, and when the center-
piece isto be removed and another substitated,
all that is necessary 18 to turn the buckle /7 to
lengthen the connection or tie.

What I claim as my invention, and desue
to secure by Letters Patent, 15—

1. Ina button or analogousarticle of jewelry, | .

301,292

| the combination, with a frame or shell, of a re-

movable ornamental center-piece capable of 53

being inserted into or placed directly in the
frame or shell at the front thereof, and locking

devices, substantially as desembed aceessﬂble, |

from the back of the frame or shell and serv-
ing to secure the center-piece therein and pre-
vent its outward movement, substantially as
and for the purpose herein ‘set forth.

2. Ina button oranalogous articie of j ewelry,
the combination, with a {frame or shell, of a re-

60

movable ornamental center-piece eap&b]e of 65

being inserted into or placed directly in said
frame or shell at the front thereof, and spring-
actuated locking devices, substantially as de-
scribed, accessible from the back of the frame
or shell and serving to secure the center-piece
therein, Substantlally as and for the purpose
herein set forth.

3. Ina button oranalogousarticle of jewelry,

T

the combilnation, with a frame or shell, of a re-

fitted there-

movable ornamental center-piece

to, and spring-actuated locking devices, sub-

stantially such as described, for securing said
ornamental center-piece in a manner to permit
its removal and exchange for another when de-
sired, substantially as and for the purpose here-
in Set forth.

4. Inabuttonor analogousarticle of jewelry,
the combination, with a frame or shell, A, hav-
ingarabbeted front, ofaremovable ornamental
center-piece fitting therein and provided with
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headed pins or studs 0, projecting rearward

through an opening in the frame or shell, and.

thelocking-spring ¢, havingslotted ends ¢ ¢,
engaging with said headed pins or studs, sub-
Stantml]y as and for the purpose herein de-
scribed.

O. Ina button or analogousarticle of jewelry,

the combination,with the frameorshell A, hav-

ing a rabbeted front, of the removable orna-
mental center-piece fitted thereto and provid-

ed with rearwar dly-projecting pins or studs b,

the locking-spring ¢, having its ends C‘LDELb]E‘
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of enﬂ*aﬂ'ement W1th and dlSGH“ agement from |

sald pins or studs, and the re- enforcmﬂ“ spring
d, all substantially as and for the purpose here-
in described. | -

ORVILLE T. SMITH.

Witnesses: -
FREDK. HAYNES,
C. K. SUNDGREN.
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