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o @ZZ whom it maiy concer :

Be 1t known that I, JoEN A. OrPrY, a cltlzen
of the United States, 1 esiding at Hill sbomunh
in the county of Weld aud State of Color ado
have invented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Devices for Damming Ditchies; and I

do hereby declare the following to be a full,
cléar, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to devices for dam-
ming ditches; and 1ts object 18 to provide a
simple and improved device which can be
readily set in position and adjusted for differ-

ent widths of ditches, and which will possess.

advantages in point of general utility, durabil-
ity, and offi ciency.

My 1nvention i8 adapted for use in smaill
ditches such asare used for irrigating agricul-
tural and other lands. Heretofore, in order to

. ¢check the water in these small ditches and

cause it to overflow the lands, it has been nec-
essary toform small dikes or dams,which have

to be provided 1n great numbers and {requent-
ly shoveled out fu]rl made again, thus occa-
sioning great labor, loss of tmle, and general
inconvenience. WIV Invention is deswned to
obviate these disadvantages by provldmg Q
simple device, embodying, substantially, two
pivoted bhdes adapted £0 be set in the diteh
at any desired point, and expanded upon the
pivot to form a transverse dam. This im-
proved device can be readily removed from

the diteh, and by its use the dams can be.

quickly formed and broken at will.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a ‘JEI‘SpBthV
Fig.
Fig. 3 18
shom&

2 1s an edge elevation of the same.
a tmnsvelse sectional view of a ditch,
ing the device adjusted therein. |
Corresl:)ondmn parts in the figures are de-
noted by the same letters of reference.
Referring to the drawings, A A deswnate
two blades or plates, which are prefelably
formed of steel and have their outer edges, «,

~beveled toform a sharp or cutting edge which
will readily enter the earth. These outer edges

of the blades preferably describe a carved or
segmental contour,and the inner or adjoining
portions of the blades overlap each other

devieels

r 111113131 ated in Fig.1. The inner ednes @’y may

also be beveled.

I designates the pivot, which is preferably
formed by a bolt, b, passing through the per-
forations « at the_ lower corner of the blades,
and secured by a nut, . A series of perfo-
rations, «', is preferably provided, so that the
pivot may be adjusted to adapt the device to

different widths of ditches. At the tops of the

blades suitable handles, C C, are provided, to
facilitate the expansion of th(, device when 16
is applied to the diteh.

D designates.a guard pin or bolt, which is
secured to one of the blades and projects over
the top edge of the other blade, the said pin

‘being provided with a head or flange, d, pro-
jecting 1n front of the face of the latter blade,

and serving to retain the top edges of the blades
together, and thereby obviate strain upon the
plvot at the bottom. At the inner top corner
of one of the blades may be provided a pro-
jection, d, adapted to be engaged by the pin

{ D, to limit the e‘ftensmn of the blades.

In applymn my invention to the ditch, the
irstset transversely in relation there-
to and pressed slightly 1n the ground, when
the blades are extended by means of the han-
dles until their side edges enter the sides of
the diteh, and thas form a dam across the same.
To break the dam 1t is only necessary to bring
the blades together and draw the device from

“the diteh.

I claim as my invention—
1. A device for damming ditches, embodying
two blades or plates pwoted ton ether, and

adapted to be expanded upon 1311_6 pivot in a
transverse plane, to engage the sides of the

]

ditch, substantially as set forth.
2. In adevice for damming ditches,the coni-
bination of two overlapping blades or plates

‘pivoted together at their lower ends, substan-

tially as set forth.

3. The herein-described device for damming
ditches, comprising two overlapping blades or
plates hwing beveled outer edges, the pivot-
pin passing through the blades at their lower

ends, and the operating - handles extending

fromthe tops of the blades, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

4. The combination,inadevicefor dammmn‘ |

when the device is in 1ts normal position, as | ditehes, with the bhdes or plates pivoted mn
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ogether at their lower ends, Of means for retain- | and ag umd -pln secur ed to the t0p O;E one blade
ing the top portions of the blades from lateral | and projecting in front of the face of the other
movement, whereby strain upon the pivot is | blade, substantially as and for the purpose set
obviated, substmtmlly as and for the purpose _forth. I5

5 seb forth. In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
- b. The combnﬂtlon in adewce for damming | presence of two witnesses. ~
ditches, of the ove11appmw blades or plates TATTNT —_—
having ‘the outer cutting-edges and provided | JOHL A. OPPY.
with the perforations at theu- lower ends and Witnesses:

10 the operating-handles at their top, the pivot -~ WILLIAM A. CLE‘\IENT‘a,
~ pin or bolt passing through said perforations, - Jonw L. SKEEN,.
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