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0 all whom it may concern :

. Be 1t known that I, L. HARVEY LOOMER, of
Birmingham, in theState of Connecticut, have
invented an Improvement in Hoop-Skirts, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of this Invention 1S to render the

bustle more reliable 1n supporting the back
of the dress, to dispense with unnecessary
hoops around the middle portions of the dress,
to allow the bustle to yield freely when the
person is seated, and to prevent the hoops
from rising at the knees when sitting down.
In the drawing I have represented by aside
view my Improved skirt.

The waistband a, vertical tapes b ¢ d, and
lower ranges of hoops, e ¢, are of ordinary
character. The hoops & extend around at the
back portion of the skirt and form the bustle,
the ends of such h00ps being held at the tftpes
b by suitable laps and chsps, and the tapes
and hoops being secured by clasps of sheet

‘metal inserted at the intersections, as usual.

Below the bottom hoop, %, of the bustle I
apply a lap or binder, {, between the central
tape, d, at the back zmd the tapes ¢ ¢ at-the
sides thereof such lap or binder being adapted
to receive and secure the upper ends of the
These hoops =
pass diagonally and the lower hoop coincides
to or 1s a prolongation of the upper hoop in
the range of hoops ¢, and these hoops » are
clasped tothetapesbe. It willnow beseen that
these diagonal hoops » form braces to hold up
the lower part of the bustle when a person is

walking, and hence the dressis more fally sup- 35
ported by the bustle. This results from the
weight of the clothing hanging against the
iront part of the skirt and keeping it back;
but when the wearer sits down the dlawonal
hoops #n are free to slide forward and down- 40
ward and allow the lower part of the bustle to
move by the weight of clothing nearer to the
person, and hence occupy less room upon the
chair or seat, and the hoops#, being diagonal,
prevent the front of the skirt rising. Usually
there will be a web of fabrig, t, extending
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across from the tape ¢ on one side to the simi-

lar tape on the other side and beneath the
bustle, there being a lacing in the middle of
the web running VGI‘BIC'LU}’, S0 astoshorten or 50
lengthen the web and project the bustle or al-
low it to sit more closely to the person, as oW |
usual 1in bustles.

I claim as my invention—
- The comblnfj,tlon with the Wﬂleb&ﬂd Ver- 55
tical tapes, and lower ranges of hoops, e e, of
the bustle-hoops k, the 121,1) or binder/, and the
diagonal hoops n, the upper ends of which are
Secmed in the binder I at the base of the bus-
tle, for the purposes and snbstantnlly as set 60

fmth
Signed by me this 31%13 day of August, A,
D. 18b3
I. HARVEY LOOMER.
Witnesses:

CHAs. E. CIARR,
WM. 5. BROWNE,
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