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To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, EpwiN E. PRATT, a cltl
zen of the United States residing in Chlcaﬂ"o,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

5 have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Stereotype-Blocks, of which the following
18 a specification.
This invention relates to removable stereo-
type-plates and supporting bed-blocks for the
10 same, commonly used in printing newspaper
and other matter requiring frequent changes
in the form.
these plates quite thin, and to support them
upon blocks which are flat-surtaced upon the
15 top, thereby affording the plates a bearing at
all points. The blecks are customarily cored

or recessed longitudinally upon the under side ;

to save metal and weight.

I have found by experiment that the same |

20 plates heretofore supported upon flat-surtaced
blocks may be supported equally as well and
safely upon blocks having longitudinally-cored

- upper surfaces instead of flat ones. In blocks
having the upper cores the connecting body

25 O W e is necessarily located 1n a lower plane

than in the old form, thereby enabling the

block to better withstarnd the pressure of the
form, which is greater near the feet of the
tvpe, and avoid the buckling and breaking
1D sometimes occurring with the blocks cored be-
low. While thisis a decided advantage, there

is a further benefit to be obtained by employ-
ing the cored feature both upon the top and
bottom faces of the block 1n the considerable

35 economy of metal required to form the block.

- The nature of my invéntion will be better un-
derstood from the following description, In
connection with the accompanying dmwmfrs
wherein—

40  Figure 1 is an end view of a plate and block
embodymﬂ my invention, and I'ig. 2 shows a
modified form of the block.

In said drawings, ‘A represents the f,teleo
type-plate commonly used for the parts of the

45 form requiring change, and B represents my

- 1mproved bed- block.

It is now customary to make

The latter is cored or |
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: recessed both above and below, at b b, leaving

the projecting ledges, or “feet ’7as they are
sometimes called, (mdlcated by b" b’,)atthecor-
ners and mtermedmte of the cores, and a cen- 50
tral horizontal web, 0% extending from edge
to edge of the block. The extr emities of the
lowel series of feet rest upon the bed of the
press in the usual manner, while the upper
ones support the plate. There are one or more
feet intermediate between the feet at the sides
of the block in order to sustain the center of
the plate properly. The horizontal web or
body, it will be noticed, occupies a plane lo-
cated centrally between the bottom and top
of the block, instead of being located wholly
at the top, as in the old 00118131 nction. This
change fits the block to withstand the pressure
of the form in the plane where 1t 18 greatest
without the buckling or breaking sometimes
oceurring with the blocks cored nponthe under
side only, and it is obvious that the metal re-
quired to form the block is very considerably
less than with the prior form.

The core-recesses may be exactly opposite
each other in the block and be of the same
shape, so that the block may be used either
side uppermost; or they may be shaped differ-
ently npou the different sides, and ditfer also
in size and number.

The plates may be locked to the blocks pre-
cisely as to other blocks heretofore used.

It is also obvious that the shape given to
the core-recesses is wholly immaterial, provid-
ed the feet and the central web be present, as
set forth.

I claim—

The combination, in a f01 ni, Of w1eln01fable
stereotype-plate W1Lh a bed- blncL consisting
of a central web and side and intermediate
supporting -feet, substantially as SPeeiﬁed. |

Chicago, July 31, 188s.
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