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To all whom it may concerm: -

Be it known that I, Wirriam M. APPLE-
MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Benton, in the county of Columbia and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain,

new and useful Improvements in Oscillating

Fifth-Wheels; and I do hereby declare the fol-

lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the mventlon such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in oscillating fifth - wheels tor platiorm
Spring-wagons.

It has for its object to provide a cheaper,
stronger, simpler, and more durable oscillating

~ fifth-wheel than those now in use; and it con-
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~ ence being had to the ri,ceompouy11:1c- drawmﬂs

sists in a certain novel construction and ar-

rangement of the various parts, all of which I

will proceed to point out and deseribe, refer-

in Wthh-—-*- |
Figure 1 1s a plan; Fig.

and 4 are details.
Referring .to said drawings, similar letters

of reference indicate like parts.
A 18 the platform or frame, which is secured

to suitable springs, and 18 composed ol the

y eross-bar A/, formed of the bent wood bar a

" and metal bar @', bolted together, the center

bar, C, bolted at one end to the cross-bar A’,

and the metal hounds or side bars, B B, hiayv- -

~ ing their forward ends bolted'to the GIOSS bar
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A’, and their convergent ends bolted to the
rear end of the center bmr C.
D is a metal truss- brace under the bar C,
which prevents it from sagging and bending.
E are bearings bolted to the upper side of

the center bar, C.
‘K is a bolt pmssmn through the bearings K,

and is held in position by a nut, b.

(z 1s the fifth-wheel, composed of the upper
and lower circles, ¢ and d. Said fifth-wheel
Is mounted upon "the bolt F by means of the
perforated Ings ¢ on the under side of the cir-
cle d, which form rocker-bearings, through
which said bolt I passes, and thus permits
the fifth-wheel to oscillate laterally.

H is a king-bolt plate mounted on the bolt

2, a longitudinal
Sectlon taken on line z x of Flﬂ‘ 1. Figs. 3

rocker-bearings f, the circle d provided with

| K by the pelfomtod lugs f, forming rocker-

bearings, through which said bolt I passes.
Said plate H has a cnoular raised center or
bearing, g.

I:1s a rotary king-bolt plate having a hol- 55
low circular center which fits over the raised
center of the 1:}1ate H and rotates around it,
thus bearing against said raised center and
relieving the strain upon the king-bolt.

K is the bed-piece, to which he wagon- 60
body is secured. Said bed-piece is securely
fastened to the upper circle, ¢, and rotary
king-bolt plate I.

L is the king-bolt, which passes through the
king-bolt plates and bed-piece, and holds the
same in position by means of the nut /.

By this construction and arrangement of the
various parts I am able to produce an oscil-
lating fifth-wheel which is so strong and sim-
ple that it 1s almost 1mpossible to break it or
oet it out of order, and which can be readily
and easily taken apart when necessary.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In an oscillating fifch- Wheel the king-
bolt L, rotary king- bolt plate I, and circle ¢, -
secured to the bed- piece K, in combination
with the king-bolt plate H provided with.
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rocker be'mnn*s ¢, and the bolt F, passing
through the rocker-bearings e and f and se-
cured to the platform A, substantially as and
for the purpose shown and described.

2. The king-bolt L, rotary king-bolt plate I,

| having a circular hollow center, and the cir-

cle ¢, secured to the bed-piece K, in combina-

i tion with the king-bolt plate H, having the

raised circular center or bearing g, and pro-
vided with rocker-bearings f, the cirele d, pro-
vided with rocker-bearings ¢, and the bolt I,
1 passing through the bearings e and f and se-
cured tothe platform A substantnlly as shown
and described.

3. The bolt I, secured to the platform A,
the oscillating fifth-wheel G, and king-bolt
plate H, mounted npon the bolt F, in combi-
nation with the rotary king-bolt plate I, bed-
piece K, and king-bolt L., substantially a
shown and described. | .
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4, The platform A, having the center bar, i In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
C, provided with the brace D, the bolt I, se- | presence of two witnesses. |

cured to said center bar, C, the oscillating fifth- , n r.
wheel G, and I{ing-bolt’ pfate H, mounted up- W ILL_IA&M M. APP LEMAN*

5 on the bolt T, in combination with the rotary | Witnesses: _
king-bolt plate I, bed-piece K, and king-bolt - GEO. W. HIRLEMAN,
L, substantially as shown and deseribed. | IrA HESS.
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