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Be it known that I, WILLARD H. GIL)L AN, | printed, to {hsmnﬂmsh the pocket of which

of Boston, in the eountv of Suffolk and State
of W[asmuhusettb; have invented certain Tni-
provements in Letter-Files, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

This invention has for its object to provide

an improved letter-file and a .case therefor,

adapted to be more convenlently used than
those now in use, and occupying less space;
and it consists in the improvements which I
will now proceed to Gescribe and elaim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Pwme 1 1*61}1{3%111:‘3

2 perspective view of a letter-file and ease_
Fig. 2.

therefor embodying my invention.
represents an end view of the case, 5h0w1m it
turned up against a wall. TFig. 3 181)1‘656]1t$
along 1t11d.1113,1 section of the case., Iig. 4 rep-
resents a top view of my improved file en-
larged. Iig. b represents a section online z x,
ig. 4. Fig. 6 represents an enlarged section
of a portion of the file. Iig. 7 represents an
enlarged section of a pm‘blon of the box.

The same letters of reference indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

In carrying out my invention, I comstl net a
file, f, by securing to a suitable ba,se a,(which
1s preferably a flat strip of pasteboard or card-
board,) a series of leaves or sheets, b, of paper
or other suitable flexible material, mch sheet

being attached at one edge and ﬁee at the

Othar. The sheets b are of substantially nni-
torm wicth, and are attached to the base « at
points suceessively farther from a given end of
the latter, said points being fjeparfited by in--
tervemm spaces, so that each leal oecupies 4
dllferent lateral position from the others, each
leaf, if turned upwardly at right angles to the
1}‘180, being entirely Sepamted from the adja-
cent leaves. The sheets all lie substantially
parallel with the base, and pmtlally overlap
cach other, the free edge of each sheet pro-
jecting bey ond the sheeb above, as shown in
Figs, 4 and 5.
orcreviee betieen cachsheetand the oneabove

it constitutes a pocket or receptacle adapted
to receive one or more loose sheets of paper.
The peculiar arrangement of the sheets above

described enables said pockets to be conven-

a cover, 1,

1t will be seen that the space

said sheet forms the bottom from the other
pockets. The arrangement of the sheets ena-
bles the file to receive a greater number of let-
ters than it could if the leaves were arranged
in a vertical series as in ordinary book form,
because a letter interposed between any two
leaves does notb increase the thickness of the

enfire file or series of leaves as it would if they

were arranged in ordinary book forni. It is

' obvious, therefore, that a given number of let-

ters 1nterposed Detween the leaves will not in-
crease the thickness of the file so much as the
same number interposed between leaves ar-
ranged 1 book form. In securing the leaves
b to the hase a, I prefer to bend back a portion,

', of each ]G"tf and cement the under side of

said portion to the base, as shown in Fig. 6,
the bend in the leaf connecting the 1’}01"131011 Z)’
to the body of the leaf CDHQIILUUHF a flexible

connection, which permits the leaf to accom-

modate itself to the aceumulation of l'ett-ers

- placed under 1t.

The file thus construectedis gapef;mll Y admpt

ed to be placed in an elongated Shallow box or

case, , such as 1s shown in Ifigs. 1, 2, and 3,
the bases « being placed on the bottom of said
box, and preferably secured by butbons piv-
oted to the bottom of the box and adapted to

| tion of each leaf being Smtmblv marked or .
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pass through slots in the Dases ¢ when said

bases are being placed in position, and to be

turned at right angles to said slots after the

bases are laid upon the bottom of the box. 1

| prefer to make said box of sufficient size to

receive two or more files, and provide it with

the box, and adapted to bear directly upon
the files contained therein and keep the leaves
of said files in place. The cover is connected
to the box by pivots ¢ 4, and to accommodate
the cover tothe inereasing thickness of the files
asthe accumulation of let ters increases, I pro-
vide a series of orifiees, 7 4, as shown in Fig.

heights from the bobtom of the box. Said piv-
ots are adapted to be removed from the receiv-
ing-orifices in the box and cover, and inserted
1n other orifices in the box when it is desira-
- ble to adjust the cover. The cover of the box

iently found and opened, the projecting por- | therefore serves to hold the leaves of a num-

smailer than the external area of

QO
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5, adapted to hold sald pivots at different
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~ ber of files, and the necessity of providing

each file with a spring or other holding-down
device to press its leaves together 18 obviated.
~ The box may be utilized as the top of a table,
or, as I prefer, may be pivoted at 2* to brack-
ets 'k’ on a wall or other vertical support, m,

~as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. When thus sup-

ported, jointed or flexible braces = n are em-

N ployed to support the box in a horizontal or

10

-shown in Fig. 1.
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slightly-inclined position when 1t 18 in use, as,
. When the box is In this po-
sition and the cover is closed, it is adapted
for nse as a desk. When the box is not 1in use,
it may be turned upwardly out of the way and
held by a catch, o, as shownin Fig. 2, the cover
bearing against the files in the box preventing
the contentsof said files from being displaced.

The box is provided on the inner surface of its
front side with a plate, p, having a series of

notches, each adapted to receive a sliding bolt

“or cateh, ¢, on the forward edge of the eover.

The series of notches enables the cover to be
fastened at different distances from the bottom
of the box. - |

To distinguish the different files from each
other, I provide each file with one.or more let-

ters of the alphabet, which are the initial let-

ters of the writers of the communications to be
placed in said files. For example, the first
file may have on its cover the initial letters
A B, as shown in Fig. 4. To distinguish the
different pockets of the file, I provide the pro-
jecting edges of the leaves or sheets with the
letters of the alphabet, as shown in Fig. 4, each
leaf having one letter; or, if desired, two or
more letters which do mnot recur frequently
may be placed on one leaf. Each section or

file preférably contains twenty-six leaves be-

sides the upper leaf, and said leaves are nam-
bered on their exposed ends from 1 to 26.
The described index enables the userto file

‘his papers by selecting any given letter in the

name of the writer of the paper after the first
letter and putting the paper in the pocket
having the letter selected. For example, take
a communication written by a person named
Jones. Suappose the selected letter to be the

third one of thename—viz,‘* N.”” Theoperator
puts the paper in the pocket lettered ** N7 of

300594

| the file or section marked ¢“J.” 1If the name

were Smith, the paper would be put in the
| pocket lettered ‘177 of the section marked
| (¢ S.;?

than by any other with which I am acquainted.
- Bach file may be provided with extra or

| lettered.
I claim— -
1. A letter-file composed of a base extend-
ing across the pockets, and superposed leaves
“of substantially uniform width secured at their
inner edges to said base at points successively
farther from a given side thereof, so as to form
a series of overlapping pockets, substantially
as described.
2. A letter-

tially uniform width, each having a portion,
V', pasted at its under side to the base, and bent
“over to form a pocket, as set forth.
3. The combination of a box or case, one or
more files constructed substantially as de-
seribed, inclosed in said box, a cover adapted
to enter the box and bear on the files therein,
means as specified for pivoting the inner edge
of said cover at different heights from the bot-
“tom of the box, and means as specified for se-

| box at different heights from the bottom there-
of, as set forth.
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| T have found by practice that by this -
system papers can be filed much more rapidly

special pockets in addition to those which are
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le composed of a flat base and
a series of single leaves or sheets of substan-.
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~curing the swinging edge of the cover to the

S0 .

4. The combination of a box or case having

vertical series of orifices j near its back, and
a vertical notched plate, p, at its point, one or
more files inclosed in said box, a cover adapted

| ble pivots ¢, adapted to enter the orifices j, and

of the notches of the plate p, as set forth.
Intestimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification, in the presence of two sub-

1883,

Witnesses: |
C. . BROWN,
A. L. WHITE.

to enter the box, and provided with remova-

seribing witnesses, this 9th day of August,

W’ILLARD H. GILMAN. |

with a eatch, ¢, adapted to engage with either
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