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o all whom it ey CoOTLCerm:
Beit known that I, EMuET . POINDEXTER,

L]

a citizen of the United States, residing at Wo-

burn, in the county of Bond and State of lili-
nois, have invented a new and useful Carpet-
Stretcher, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings. -

LA

This invention relates to earpet-stretchers; |
vided at its other endwith a cross-piece, P, to

and it has forits object to simplify and cheapen
the econstruction and make such devices more
convenient and efficient 1n use. -

A further object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a device which will streteh the carpet at
- one or both ends, and which will have consid-
erable power, and yet be easily governed.

To attain these ends the said invention con-
sistsin certain details of construetion and com-
bination of parts, as hereinafter set forth, and
particularly pointed out in the claims.

Tn the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 1 18
a perspective view of my improved carpet-
stréteher applied in position for use. I11g. 2
is a longitudinal sectional view of the same.
Fig. 3 isatransversesectional view of the line
x x, Fig. 2. Fig. 4is a plan view illustrating
the supplemental bar extended in stretehing
from bhoth ends of the device. |
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Tike letters of reference are used to 1ndiecate

corresponding parvts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
base of my improved carpet-stretcher, fitted
at its rear end in a cross-bar, B, to which are
attached legs C C, to support the rear end of
the device, an extension, D, projecting down-
wardly from the bottom face of the base, and
adapted to bear against the floor to raise the
front end of the device. The base A 18 pro:
vided with a central longitudinal dovetail sloft,
E, in its upper face, to receive a rack-bar, I,
whieh is likewise dovetailed at its lower side
to fit in the said slot, the front portion of the
raclk-bar terminating in the frame G, to which
teeth or spurs H are attached, said teeth being
adapted to catchin the carpet when the device
18 in use. |

I desienates uprights projecting up from the
top portion of the base, near the front end, and
ingaid uprightsisjournaledashaft, J,carrylng
50 at one end a erank orhandle, L, a gear-wheel,
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uprights, and meshing with the rack-bar, for
the purpose which will be presently described.
A wire bail, N, ispivoted in the uprights, and

engages with the tecth of the rack-bar, and acts 55
as a pawl to hold said bar from. hackward
movement, but allows the free forward move-
ment of the same. | |
O-designates a hinged supplemental beam,
hinged to the cross-bar B at one end, and pPro- Go

which any number of teeth, Q, may be secured,
the inner face of the beam being provided with
a projecting stud, R, which, when the beam 1s
folded against the under side of the base A, 65
fits in a egroove or recess, S, and is thus held-
in position. As shown, the lower portion ot
the base A projects or extends forward beyond
the upper portion, and thus serves as & sup-
port for the rack-bar as the latter is moved 7o

t forward.

The operation of myinvention will be read-
ily understood from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the annexed draw-
ings. The device is applied to the earpetin 73
the manner well known, the spurs or teeth of
the frame G catehing in the carpet, and when
the crank or handle L of the device is operated
the gear-wheel M will engage with the teeth
of the rack-bar Fand move the same, together
with the frame G, in a forward direction, and
thereby cause the stretehing of the carpet to
any desired extent, the yoke orbail N engaging
with the teeth of the rack-bar and preventing
backward movement of the same, and thus hold
the carpet in the extended position.

The legs C and extension I serve to raise
the base of the deviee above the carpet while.
in use, and if it is desired to streteh the carpet

from both ends of the device the supplemental go

| beam O is thrown back to the position shown
in Fig. 4, the teeth  engaging with the car-

pet, as will be seen. In Figs. 1 and 2 1 have
shown the supplemental beam arranged 11 po-
sition against the under side of the base, the

: . e " 95
device being shown in the position to stretch

‘the earpet only at one end; but for large rooms

1 employ the supplemental beam, as if serves
to strefch the carpet more thoroughly.

The carpet - stretcher- above deseribed. 18 100
simple, inexpensive, durable,and etficient, and

M, being mounted on said shaft between the | may be readily operated to streteh the earpet
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- stretch the carpet at both ends of the device
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plemental beam hinged to the rear end of the

of the base, as set forth..

~of a rack-bar having its lower end dovetailed
-+ tofit in sald slot, and provided with a stretch-

3) | | - : 300,

thoroughly and without any in; ury co the car-
pet. A B
Having described my invention, I claim as
new and desire to secure by Tetters Patent of
the United States— -
1. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,

with the base, a rack-bar moving therein and |

carrying a stretching-frame at its front end,
and means for operating said rack-bar, of asup-

base and provided with teeth on its end, said

beam being adapted to be either extended to

or folded up in position against the under side

2. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with the base provided with a dovetail slot,

Ing-frame at its front end, uprights mounted
on said baseand having a shatt journaled there-
In, a gear-wheel mounted on said shaft and en-
gaging with the rack-bar, and a crank or han-
dle for operating the shaft, as set forth. |
5. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,

with the base provided with a dovetail slot, |
of a rack-bar having its lower end dovetailed

to 1it in said slof, and having a stretching-
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frame at its frout end, uprights mounted on
the base, a shaft journaled in the uprights, and 3o
carrying a gear-wheel which is disposed be-
tween the uprights, and a crank or handle at
the end of the shaft, and a yoke or bail jours-
naled in the uprights and engaging with the
rack-bar to hold the same from backward 35
movement, as set forth., .

4. The carpet-stretcher having its base pro-
vided with legs C C at its rear end, and an ex-
tenslon projecting downwardly from the front

end of the base, to raise the device from above 40

the carpet, as set forth.

- 5. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with the base, ofthe supplemental beam hin ged

at 1ts rear end to the same, and provided at
1ts other end with a cross-piece having pro- 43
jJecting teeth or spurs, and a stud projecting
from the inner face of the beam at this end

and fitting in a recess of the base when said

beam is folded up, as set forth., |

~In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 50
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -. -

- EMMET PATTERSON POINDEXTER.

Witnesses: : -
JAMES W. DANIELS,
MILLARD E. WATSON.
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