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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, MARX IF. PELLETIER, of
the city of New York, in the county and State
of New York, have invenfed a new and Im-
proved Shoe, of which the following specifi-
cation is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

This invention relates to an improved shoe,
which is constructed in such a manner as to
be slipped over the foot, not from the top, as
heretofore, but from the back. |

To this effect the invention congists, prin-
cipally, in a shoe having movable back quar-
ters, adapted to be attached to the vamp, and
to form water-tight seams. *

The invention also consists in the details of
construction, as hereinafter more fully set out.

In the accompanying drawings, I'igure 1 1s
q side view of my improved shoe. Iig, 1118
a perspective view of the same, exposing the
rear quarters; Fig. ITIL, a back view, and Fig.
IV a bottom view, of the shoe. |

The letter a represents the vamp of a shoe.
b is the sole, d the heel, and ¢ ¢ the back quar-
ters. The back quarters, ¢, are made of hard
rubber, sheet metal, or other rigid material,
are separated at their back, and are attached
to the vamp « ab the ankle-seams by pins f, or
in other suitable manner. 1 prefer to make
the back quarters, ¢, more rounded at the top
than heretofore, so that they may well fit over
theheel,which cannot be properly doneinshoes
that are drawn over the foot from the top. At
the back the quarters eare locked by asuitable
cateh or eatehes, ¢, and a rubber strip should
be interposed at the joint. The heel d has a
oroove formed near its upper edge, and into
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this groove is placed a rubber gasket, 4. The

quarters & when closed, fit with their lower
edee into this groove and compress the gas-
ket, thus producing a water-tight joint. The
lowermost front edge of each quarter e 1s Dy
pin ¢ hinged to the sole in front of the heel.
In this way a positive turning-point for each
quarter is obtained. In order to insert the
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foot info the shoe, the catches g are unlocked
and the quarters ¢ swung apart on their pins
f4, as in Fig, ITI. Toclose the shoe the quars
ters e are swung back and locked together.
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It will be seen that I may, in my improved
shoe, dispense with all lacing, buttoning, and
coring. I am also enabled to produce a bet-
ter fit, inasmuch as I am not obliged to con-
struct the upper with a view of permitting
the insertion of the foot from the top. More
particularly I am enabled, as before stated, t0
fit the back quarters snugly over the heel, and
thus prevent frietion or play of the heel along
the back quarters. -

The construction of my shoe may be modi-
fied and still retain the principles of my in-
vention. Thus the quarters ¢ may be con-
nected, and the joint be formed between the
vamp and one of the quarters; or the quar-
ters may be attached to the heel, and discon-
nected from the vamp at both sides; or other
similar constructions may be devised, the es-
sence of my invention being to so construct a
shoe that the back quarters are movable for
the insertion of the foot. |

I claim as my invention-—

1. The combination, in a shoe, of vamp ¢
with the back quarters, e ¢, connected there-
to, the quarters e being separated at the baclk
and provided with catch ¢, substantially as
specified.

2. The combination, in a shoe, of vamp «
with sole b, grooved heel 4, and gasket /, and
with the movable back quarters, e, substan-
tially as specified. |

3. The combination, in a shoe, of vamp « So
with sole d, heel d, gasket i, movable back |
quarters, ¢, pins ¢, and cateh g, substantially
as specified.

4. The combination, in a sboe, of the vamp
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with the back quarters attached to said vamp 8=
and adapted to be opened and closed, and
with means, substantially as deseribed, for
rendering the back and bottom joints of said
back quarters water-tight, substantially as -

specified,
MARX F. PELLETIER.

Witnesses:
F. v. BRIESEN,
Roxr1. H. Rov.
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