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To all whonv it mey concerr: -_
Beit known that I, Marraew 1. PRESTOKX,
of Cutler, Perry county, 1llinois, have invent-

ed a certain new and useful Improvement In

Wagon-Brakes, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description, reterence

being had to the accompanying drawings,

10

forming part of this specification, and 1in

which— | | | +
Figure 1 is a section on line 1 1, Fig. 2.

Fig. 2 is a top view of a wagon with my 1m-

~ proved brake applied, the bed or body being
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removed. Fig. 3 is asection on line 3 3, If1g.
2, and Fig. 4 is a similar viewon line 4 4, IFig.

2. Tigs. 5 and 6 arve enlarged detail views of
“the divided connecting-rod.
My invention relates to a brake whiech 18 °

not in any way conneeted to the body or bed
of the wagon, so that the latter can be re-
moved without having any effect upon the
brake, or the Lbrake being inferfered with by
its removal. -

My invention consists in features of novelty

hereinafter fully deseribed, and pointed out in |

the claims.

Referring tothe drawings, A represents the
wheels, A’ the front axle, A’ the rear axle, A’
the hounds, and A*' the reach, of an ordinary
wagon. | |

I3 represents the brake-beam, provided with
shoes I3/, and which is V-shaped, as shown 1n
Tig. 2. It rests npon the hounds, and 1S
strengthened by a brace, I3, It is held from
vertical movement and from getting out of

place by rods or bars I3¥ with downturned

ends secured to the hounds, and by means of
loops or clevises B-—one at the apex of the

beam and the other ab the brace I3*—Dboth em-

bracing the reach, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.
These loops may be secured to the beam and
brace in any suitable way. A block, €, 18 se-
cured to the reach, upon which the apex of the
beam rests or bears. The beam 18 made in
two parts connected at the apex by a metal
bracket, I3, closed at top, bottom, and bacls,
and into which the ends of the two parts of
the beam fit and are held by bolts B°.

D represents a rod connected to the brace
B, which passes back through the beam and
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one end of a lever, H, fulerumed at H' to the
bolster or axle. h

D’ represents a spiral spring surrounding
the rod D between the brake-beam and the bol-
ster. The action of this spring is to force the 55
brake-shoes away from the wheels when the
brake is not applied. - |

The outer end of the lever H is connected
to a hand-lever, I, by means of a rod passing
through the bolster G and over the brake- 60
heam. This rod is made in two parts, J J,
the part Jhaving a turned perforated end, J°,
and holes or perforations J°. The part J'

| passes through the perforation 11 the end of

the part J, and has a turned end, J*, which 63
enters any one of the holes J°, where it 1s held
by a nut, J°. (See Figs. 5 and 6.) The rod
can thus be lengthened and shortened as the
wagon is lengthened out and shortened up.
The part J’ of the rod has a hook, J* on 1§ 70

outer end, to engage a loop or eye, I; on the

hand-lever I. The rod can thus be nnhooked

from the lever, so that the latter can be ia1d

down into a horizontal position, to be out of
the way in loading lumber, &c. |
I represents a bracket consisting of a lower
straight part, I, and an upper curved part,
12, formed in one piece, and secured to the
front bolster, N, and one of its posts N
The curved part of the bracket has notches 30
or teeth 17, which are engaged by a pawl, O,
secured to the hand-lever I by pins O, fit-
ting in slots O in the pawl. The pawl slides_
over the teeth of the Pracket as the lever
is pushed forward to apply the brake, and 55
prevents the return of the lever until it 18
raised to disengage it from the bracket. If1s
held in contact with the bracket, except when
pulled back, by a spiral spring, P, in one of
the slots O® ‘The pawl can be raised by pins 90
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. or projections () Q, secured tothe upper ends
of the pawl and lever, and which can be

grasped by the hand.

It will bescen that my brake is not connect-
ed in any way to the bhed or body, and it 1s
very simple in its construction and effective
in its operation.

I claim as my iInvention— |

1. In a wagon-brake, the combination of
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through the rear bolster, (+, and connected to | the brake-beam provided with a brace - rod 100
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connected to the brace and passing back | beam B, brace i3%, bracket I3°, loops By, rod D, -
through the beam and rear bolster of the | spring D, lever-H, rod J J’, bracket L, hand- 10
wagon, spiral spring surrounding the rod be- | lever I, with pins O’, spring P, and pawl O,
tween the bolster and beam, lever to which | with slots O° all substantially as set forth.

5 the rod is connected, and a pull-rod connecting MATTHIEW T. PRESTON.

~ the said lever with a hand-lever at the front | 1In p--resence of—

end of the wagon, substantially as set forth. | JAMES CAMPBELL,
2. In a wagon-brake, the combination of - - UCHARLES PRESTON.
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