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 SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 299,976, dated June 10, 1884,

Apphc&tmn filed March 14, 1884, (No model.)

o @il whom it may CONCETIL
Be it known that I, GEorGE H. GALL B!

citizen of the United States and a remdent of

Bayonne City, Hudson county New Jersey,
haveinvented certain Improvementsin Match-
Boxes, of which the following is a speelﬁca
tion.

My invention- relates to that class of match-
boxes wherein matches are put up for sale
and use, and which are usually made from
paper. ~

- The pnrheular Lmd of match box upon |

which my improvement is based comprises a
tubular cover - case open at its ends, and a
drawer or reoeptaele to slide into smd cover-
My mventlon consmts in prowdmﬂ' sald
drawer with astrip, usually of thinner material
than that of the drawer and cover-case, which
is narrower than the drawer, and hmged at
one end to the end of the dmwel This strip
extends a little beyond that end of the drawer
upon which it rests, so that the fingers may
take under it‘readily to raise it. The cover-
case 1s made a little longer than the drawer,

SO as to house the projecting end of the hing ed |
| | closed down to 1ts place. By constructing the

strip. -
In the dlawmgs which serve to illustrate

my invention, I‘wme 1 is a perspective view

of my 1mpr0ved match - box, showing the |
drawer partly drawn out. I‘lg 218 a per- |

spective view of the drawer detached from
the cover-case. TFig. 3 is a longitudinal sec-
tion of the cover-case, showing “the mclosed
drawer in side elevation.

A represents the cover-case, whleh_ 1S in the
nature of a tube with a rectangular section,

and open at the ends. B is the drawer or |

slide to contain the matches, which is made a
little shorter than the case A, and C is a strip
made narrower than the drawer, hinged at
one end, a, to one end of the drawer, and con-
structed to rest at its other end on the OPPO-

site end, ¢, of the drawer. The end b of the
strip C nrOJects a little beyond the end of the
drawer, in order to enable one to take under
it readlly with the fingers, so as to lift the
strip when the matches are to be removed.

- In match-boxes as usually made, where the
cover-strip is not attached to the drawer, or
has its ends merely tucked down info the

| place, the person who fills the drawer and in-
serts it into the cover-case cannot perform
these operations as rapidly as he should, ow- 355
ing in part to the time consumed in tuelﬂnn

in the ends of the cover-strip, and in part to
the necessity of holding down both ends of
the strip while inserting the drawer, and the
consumer 1s also inconvenienced by this loose- 60
ness of the strip, and usually discards it ab
once.

My invention is desmned to obv;late these
Inconveniences without enhqncmg the cost of
the box. With my box the filler throws over 65
or open the strip C, places the matches or
other articles in _the drawer, turns the strip
back, and, grasping the filled drawer between |
his thumb and finger, inserts the end where
the strip is hinged into the cover-case. This 7o
isthe preferred manner of inserfing the drawer;
but either end may be inserted by taking hold
of the drawer at its middle, as this pressure
will hold the strip C down flat. The user may
push the -drawer out, as indicated in Iig. 75
1, and by bending the thin strip C remove |
1- any quantity of matches desired. When the
drawer is again pushed in, the strip will be

end b to project a little beyond the wall of the So
drawer, the fingers may take under it readily,
and by constl uemnw 1t to rest omn the wall of
‘the drawer 16 does not drop down into the

same when the drawer is empty.
I am aware that match and other boxes have 8 5

been provided with hinged covers, and I do
not claim this; nor do T claim, broadly, the
employment of a loose or unattached cover-
‘strip for the matches. These are all old; but
What I do claim 18— ole
A match-box comprising a cover-case, A, a
drawer or slide, B, made shorter than the
cover-case, and a stllp, C, made narrower
than the drawer BB, hinged at one end to the
same, and constructed to rest on and extend gj3
beyond the opposite end of the drawer, sub- -
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
‘my name in the pl esence of two subser 1b111n

- witnesses. |
| 'GEORGE H. GALF.
Witnesses:
HENRY CONNETT,

drawer at- its ends after the matches are in | ARTOUR (. FRASER.
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