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Be it known that I,CHARL s 1. PRITGHARD

of Dubuque, in the county of Dubuque ‘md-
State of Towa, haveinvented a new and usefol
Improve.ment in Carriage- Taps and I dohere-
by declare that the following is a full and ex- |

~ act description of the same, reference being
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had to the accompanying dr &WIIJ g, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon

~ and supporting the rear bows of a carriage-
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the two rear bﬂws..

top; and, third, in the employment of a novel

. means fi}l‘ 1101{1111g the quarter -curtains upon |
~ the shifting-rail of the ecarriage, all as more

- fully herem‘lfter set forth and explamed |

In the accompanying dl"&wmﬂ‘s, Figure 11s

a rear view of a portion of a carriage- top Con-

structed according to my 1111?911131011 Iig. 2, a

view of the gpring- 10!311 usedin 601'111601310]11 with

tive view of a carriage- t0p, showmw more clear-

Iy the principal features of my 111VB]1t1 O11.

The carriage-top shownhas only three bows;

but my device may be used as well or better

" witha four-bowed top.

A B C are the three bows whmh form the
frame-work of the carriage-top. From A to B,

~ on the outside, passes the metal brace D, con-
‘nected at its ends with the bows and ]ﬂmted at
@ in the usual manner, sothat it may be broken |

upward and the h()w A may be folded back
against B.  The ends of I are, as usual, fast-

ened to projections b ¢,extending mltward from

- the bows and thr oun*h holes 1n the ends of D,

8o that the latter may turn on them.
projects from the bow B, extends outtoa great-
- er distance than ¢ ir omA and passes through.

~ ahole in-the end of the bmce EF, ter 1’1111::*11;11]5

finally in a knob or button.

My invention relates to- certain 11]0\1;11*"(:%[3qu
- ments in the construetion of carriage-tops; and
it consists, first, in the emplcuyment of anovel
constructed and arranged deviee in connection
with the joints of the bracesupporting the car-
riage-top forlocking and unlocking said brace; ;
see(md in the employment of apeculiarly con-
.Strueted and arranged locking device in eon-
nection with the joints of the brace between

Tig. 3is aviewof myim-
proved curtain- fast&ner and Fig. 4, a perspec-

'been some ‘difficulties to encounter.

b Whmhf

seat, W]llﬂh forms the b‘lS]S and suppart for Lhe

top. Fromapointnearitsrear endthe projec-

tion d extends out horizontally to the same dis-

| tance as'b, 1:».213.5111@ through the niole in the end
of the bmm EF.

This blace E T is for the
purpose ot mlsmg or lowering the entire top,
and is formed in two parts fitting together in

on which they turn.
1 f project, and between them passes the 1ever

h,while the bolt 7 passes through bothlugs and
| the lever, so"as to form a fu]r:rum on Whmh the .
The upper end of

the lever ig flat, and from it projects &, which, 6 5 .
when that end of the leveris depressed, enters -

latter moves up and down.

the hole /, which passes throu gh both Eand I.

The other end of the lever is formed into a

thamb- -piece, and has also a pro jection enter-
ing a hole in the piece I, and having coiled
‘Lb(}llt it the spiral spring ». ‘When the brace

| B Fisstraight and the carriage-top upright, &

is within the hole 7, and the jointis kept]oeked
and not allowed to turn; but on pressing the

‘thumb-piece the spring u is compressed and

the projection % raised from its hole, allowing

the brace to be broken upward and the top to |
‘be thrown back until the bow C rests upon the

projection d. When the pressure is removed

1 from the spring, that end of thelever isthrown
back,and the projectionk again enters the hole

50i

‘the middle, the lower part, F, projecting up -
‘some distance within the p'ut]] and both parts

being joined by the bolte,which actsasapivot
I‘:mm the part Fthelugs
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[, its. end projecting from the hole and prevent- -

ing brace from being straightened until the

CSpring 1S again compressed and the lever
| raised. In mfour bowed carriage-top thefront ¢
‘end of the brace B F is atm{,hed to the third

bow from the front.

For folding together the rear bows, B C, 1
use a, brace c-f a different construection. In
using braces for this purpose there havealways

brace is arranged to break upward, it injures

the top, and 1t it breaks downward the jar to

which it is exposed would unlock it, so that it
might open when least desired to do- 0. !
have endeavored to obviate these difficulties

A | by construeting abrace which will break down- o
R G is the rail p*l‘ssmﬂ' amun{l and above the | W‘Ll"ﬂ but 18 fastened S0 Lhat it cannot move Di ?'

%
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- 1tself. I Jare the two parts 01‘ thls brace.

| rlphery a notch, . |
plate isthe catch s, pivoted on I, and provided
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the outside of the part J, opposite the joint,
is cast the. circular plate o, having in its pe-
In connectmn with this

with a handle, ¢, on the inside of the carriage.
When the handle is raised, the brace then be-
Ing 1n its natural position and the top up, the

catel s is within the notch 7, so that the parts

of the brace are prevented from turning on
each other; but by pressing onthe handle the
catech is 1alsed and the J{)l]lt unlocked, sothat
the bows may be folded together. A sSpring

- Within the brace I acts to return the catch to

its. position when the pressureis removed from
the handle. 'The rail or base 3 passesaround
the baclk of the carriage to a distance equal to
the width of one of the rear quarter-curtaing,

and has itsend attached to the back of the seat

Its inner surface is convex. DPassing across
the back of the carriage, inside the rail and
parallel with it, is the metﬂl strip K, also equal

in length to the width of the quar Ler curtain,

h&vmﬂ‘ a concave surface which fits against the
convex surface of &. From points near each

~end of K project the screw-threaded holts v/,

30

which pass through holes in the rail G, and

are secired on the outside by nufs.

Liisthe rear curtain, which passes between G

and K, and, thenuts bemﬂ screwed up tightly,
1s fir mly held i 1n 1ts plaee
18 an improvement on those somewhat similar

fastenings wherein two metal strips are em- !

299}937-

This arrangement

| . . ’ ) C = -t

On | ployed, but in whlch SCrews pass through the |
By the use of 35

curtain to hold. it in position.
my 1improvement the curtain need not be per-
forated, and it may be easily unfastened by
partially unscrewing the nuts and separatmg
the strip K from the rail G.

I am aware of the existence of patent to
Fockler, No. 227,752, of May 18, 1880, but dis-

claim the curmm clasp therein descrlbed and

shown.

What T claim as my mventmn 18—

1. A carriage-brace for the purpose set forth
consisting of ‘Dhe parts K I, pivoted together to

brealk upward, said pwoted ends’ bemﬂ' pro-
vided with holes 7, and adapted to be: 0pened
and closed by means of the lever k, having a

projection, £, and the spring », all constmcted
arranged, and operating Substantla,lly as de-
scribed and shown.

2. The combination,with the perforated con-

. vex shifting-rail (x, of the concave metal strip

K, provided with bolts v ¢/, whereby the two
are held together, and between which the back
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quarter-curtain is clamped and held between

the said rail and strip without being perfo-
rated, Substantmlly as described and shown.
Thls specification signed and witnessed this

eleventh (11th) day of November, 1880.

" OHARLES L.

VVltnesses
MONROE M. CADY
E. BEILER.

PRITCHARD.
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Correction in Letters Patent No. 299,93?
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It is hereby certified that Letters Patent No. 299,937,-5!;1';1111}0{1' June 3, 1884, upon
the application of Charles L. Pritchard, of Dubuque, Iowa, for an improvement in
¢« Carriage Tops,” was erroncously issucd to the said “Charles L. Pritchard il John
Kuntz,” as assigneeof one-half interest thercin; that the patent should have becn granted
to the said Charles L. Pritchard as owner of the entire interest; and that the proper
correction has been made in the files and records pertaining to the case 1 the 1’atent
Office, and should be read in the Letters Patent to make it conform thereto.

Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 24th day of June, A. D). 1584.

[SEAL.] M. L. JOSLYN,
Acting Seerctary of the Interior.
Countersigned: .
BiNJ. BUTTERWORTH,
Commassioner of Patents.
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