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To all whom it may concern:
‘Be it known that I, MORRIS P. BRAY, of
New Haven, in the oouotyr of New Haven and
- State of Oonneotwut haveinvented anew Im-
5 provementin Gmmont Clasps; and T do here-
by declare the following, when taken in con-
nection with aoeompanymw drawings and the

letters. of reference marked thereon to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the same,
IO
specification, and 1epresent In—

Figure 1, a perspective view of the clasp
complete; Flb 2, avertical section of modifica-
biony Ifig. 3, aplanwew of the extension,; show-
ing the method of producing the modlﬁmtlon
. This invention relates to an Improvenent
in that class of clasps which are used for stock-

ing and like supporters, and which consist of

a pair of jaws hinged togethel one of the jaws
extending above the hinge- plvot and provided
with a loop by which the strap is attached,
the other jaw also extending above the pwot
50 that the two extensions of the jaws serve
as handles by which the jaws may be opened
and a spring applied to force the jaws into
their clasping position when free, the object
of the invention being to cover or close the
space between the talls or handles of the jaws
to prevent catching upon the garments; and
the invention oonmsts 1n the oonstl uction as
hereinafter fully described, and more pmrtlou
- larly recited in the claims. .

A represents one jaw, and B the other, the
two hinged together, asata. The one JELW, B,
18 provided with an extension, b, above the
pivot. Theother jaw, A, isalso ex:tended above
the pivot to form a corresponding tail or han-
dle, d, but 18 further extended and curved
over toward the tail of the other jaw, and so
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o 40 as to come 1nto the same plane as that second -

- Jaw, and so that that jaw will be substantially a
- tangent from the extreme end of the jaw A.

To form the loop C, by which the olasp 18 U0 be
attached, I further extend the jaw A and turn
45 1t back upon itself, so as to-form the end ¢, this
- turned-back portion extending to the V_ortioal
center, and there turned upward in a vertical
central line, the extreme end having the loop
formed therein, as seen in Fig. 1. This con-

and which said dr awings constitute part of thls |

vided with a spring bet‘woen themtending to

| a neat rounded edge as well as strengthening

the clasp at that point. |
The meeting ends of the two jaws, as at f,
are constructed in the nusual manner. By this

construction thesecond jaw, B, ismadestraight 55

and flat throughout, its upper end, fully a,ud
oompletely protected by the extension from
the jaw A, turned over and downward toward

-and into substmutmlly the same plane as the

jaw B, so that the upper or otherwise open 60

| ‘end of the clasp is completely closed, and any

possible interference with the ﬂ'arments is .
avoided. Again, because of the projectionor
extension of the jaw A into the same plane
with the jaw B, that extension servesasa guard 63
to prevent an accidental opening of the jaws,
for in any or fllnary use whatever might str ike
the tail of the jaw B, tending to open it, would
also strike the projeoting end of the jow- A.
Instead of doubling the extension of the jaw 70

A back upon itself, so as to form the loop, jaw,

and its -extension complete in one piece, the
extension of the jaw may have a tongue; 2, cut
from it, as seen in Fig. 3, and a wire loop, C,
placed - thereon, the tonmle I turned over 75
around one bar of the loolo as seen in Kig. 2.
This brings the loop into the same vertical

~central planeas in thefirst instance, and leaves

the projecting - end of the one jaw turned over
into the plane of the other jaw. 80
- I do not wish to be understood as claim-
ing, broadly, the formation of the tail end of -
the jaws, so as to protect the space between

| the tails to prevent catching the garments, as

I am aware that this has been done in various
constructions; but I am-not aware that this
protection has been produced by one jaw alone,
its end being turned over and downward to
substantially meet or stand in the same plane

with the tail end of the other jaw, which is go

the gist of my invention.

I claim— ~

1. Theherein-described g carment-clasp con-
sisting of the jaws A. B, hinged together, pro-
05
force the jaws together, the one jaw, B, ex-
tended above the pwot to form the ﬂftt taﬂ D,
the other jaw extended above the: Pivot to foun. -

the taill d, its upper end bent over and down-

50 struction doubles the end e of the jaw, giving | ward toward the jaw B insemicircular shape, 1oo
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its extreme end substantially meeting orin the
same plane with the tail of the jaw B, the

semicircular bend provided with a loop, €, |

at the centerand in thevertical central plane,

substantially as desecribed.

2. Theherein-described garment-clasp, cou-
sisting of the jaws A B, hinged together, pro-
vided with a spring between them tending to
force the jaws together, the one jaw, I3, ex-
tended above the pivot to form the flat tail b,
the other jaw extended above the pivot to
form the tail d, and bent over and downward
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-semicirceular shape to substantially meet and

stand in the same plane with the jaw DB, the
extension turned back upon 1itself to double 15
the end of the extension, the extreme end of
the extension turned up into a vertical central
plane, and provided with aloop, substantially

as deseribed.

MORRIS P. BRAY.

Witnesses:
Jos. C. EARLE,
J. H. SIHUMWAY.
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