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1o all whom it may concermn :

Be 1t known that I, Jouw C. LAKE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Big
Prairie, in the county of Wayne and State of

5 Ohio, have invented a new and usefal Im-
provement in Signs, of which the following is
a specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings. |

This invention relates to signs, and its ob-

10 ject 18 to provide a sign possessing superior
advantages In point of simplicity, inexpen-
siveness, durability, and general eﬂiclency
over those heretofore made.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s g perslz)ectwe
view of a sign embodying my 1mpr0vements
Fig. 2 1s a vertical transverse sectional view
of the same. Iig. 3 1is a horizontal sectional
~view taken on a lonﬂ*itudiual plane through
the letters.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
longltudlnal strip or board, preferably formed
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of wood, that comprises the backing of my |

improved sign. The top edge of this strip A
- is protected by a longitudinal plate, B, that
25 has a longitudinal downturned flange, C, at its
rear edn‘e, which serves as an additional pro-
tection to the top edge of strip A by prevent-
ing wabter and dirt from getting in between the
said top edge and thesaid plate, and alsoserves
as a means by which the said plate is secured
in position, tacks or screws D being passed
through this flange C into the strip A. The
plate B presents a smooth and unobstructed
surface, and projects some distance from the
face of the sign to form a protecting cap or
lange, L, extending longitudinally and hav-
ing its outel edge turned down and under to
form a - -shaped edge, I, that strengthens and
obviates accidental bending of the projecting
flange I, and serves another purpose, which
will be presently described.
F is a facing-plate, which is secured to the
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face of strip A by tacks or screws G, and is |

provided at its top with a forwardly-project-
ing flange, H, at right angles to its main por-
tion, which flange comes under the flange L,

and has its end recelved by the bent edge I of
said flange K. DBy this arrangement the top
portion of the facing-plate F is “retained in po-
50 sition md the projecting protecting cap or

45

the other parts.

arranged between the strip

| lange formed by the flanges E and H isbraced

and strengthened, while either the top plate,
B, or the face-plate I, can be removed for sub-
stitution or other purposes without disturbing
The letters J, forming the
sign, are cut through the fa-ce-plate I like a
stencil, and a card, K, of the desired color, is
A and the said
face-plate, so that i1t will show through the
latter and form the backing of the letters. In
lien of this card, the front face of strip A
can simply be pamted the desired color, and

Ho

this paint or colored card is preferably phos-

phorescent or otherwise luminous, so that the
sign will be easily visible at night, and 1 dark
places, like tunnels, &ec.

The operation and advantages of my inven-
tion will be readily understood. Tt 15 very -
simple, and is especially convenient and effi-
clent, and easy of construction.

I claim as my invention— |
1. The combination, with the main strip or
backing of the sign, of the top plate present-
1ng the smooth t0p sm face and having its rear
dn'e turned down to form a securing-flange, 75
and 1ts front edge projecting from the front
edge of the b*wkmn to. form a projecting cap
and turned down and under to prowde a
strengthening-edge, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of the main strip or
backing, aface-plate mdep endently removable
from the same,and a top plate projecting from
the front edge of the strip to form a protecting
cap or ﬂann*e and removably connected to the 85
face-plate, substantnlly as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

‘3. The combination of the longitudinal main
strip or backing, the top plate seeuredthmeto
and projecting torwmdly to form the top cap g
or flange, and having its extreme front edge
bent down and under to form a D -shaped

edge, and the tace-plate secured to the face of
the strip and having a forwardly- plOJectlng
top flange arranged ab right angles to its main g5
portion, “and hmmnn 1t edwe received and re-
tained by the 5 sha,ped edn*e? substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

4. The combination of the main Strlp oY

backing, the top plate hW1m the smooth top 100
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surface, the downwardly-bent rear edge by { face-plate, Su-b%tantially as and for the pur-
~ which it is secured to the rear face of the s strip, | pose set forth.
and the front projecting cap or flange having | - In testimony Lhat I claim the for egoing as
- the downwardly and under bent extreme edge' ‘my own I have hereto affixed my Swnatme in
5 1?';11:) ?halje, and the front plate secured to the | presence of two witnesses.
ace of the main strip and having the top for-{ . .. ... ... ... TN T AT
ward flange received into the down and under | - JOHXN G LAKL.
bent edge of the top plate, and having the | Witnesses: B
letters f01 ming the sign cutb in its main por- EDWARD (. SIGGLR%
10 tion to expose a 00101 -backing in rear of the | = J. REED LITTELL.,
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