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To all whomy it mau CONCETTL *

Be it known that I, Joax W. HAWK, a citi-
zen of the United St%tes residing at Hunts-
ville, in the county of Madison and State of
Alabama have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Nut-Locks; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, elear and ex-
act description of the mventlon Sueh as will

enable others skilled in the art to which 1t |

appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the aeeompanylng draw-
1ngs, and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon, Whleh form a part of this
specification. | | | |

This 1nvention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in nut-locks; and it con-
sists 1n a peculiarly-formed loeklng -plate and
supporting-strap and washers, whereby nuts
are prevented from turning upon the bolts, as
will be hereinafter more fully described and
claimed.

-In the annexed drawings, which :tu]ly 11lus-
trate the invention, Figure 1 is a side view of
two adjacent railroad - rails secured by fish-
plates and bolts, and provided with my im-

- proved nut-lock. Fig. 2 is a cross-section on
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the line z # of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a similar sec-
tion on the line 7 v of Flg 1. Tig.4 1is ehorl-
zontal section taken on the line z 2z, Fig.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of my 1mpreved-
nut locking plate, and Fig. 6 shows a per-

- 8pective view of the supporting-strap.
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Like letters designate like parts.
A A represent the rails, and B B the fish-
plates. The rails and fish-plates are secured

by bolts C C and nuts D D in the usual man- .

ner.

To prevent the nuts D D from turning or
working loose on their bolts C C, I constructa
metallic nut-locking plate, E, which is snugly

~secured between the 01)p081te edges of thetwo
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nuts to be locked, in a manner to be herein-
after described. |

The letter F represents a connecting and
supporting strap of metal or other suitable
material. This strap I is provided at each
end with an oblong perforation or hole, a, as
shown in IMig. 6, through which holes the bolts

C C pass when the strap is placed in position.

Around each bolt C on the nut side of the

| rail A, and bearing against the fish-plate B,
18 a washer, b, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4.
After the washers b b are in place, the -con-

necting and supporting strap I is placed over

a pair of bolts, C C. The nuts D D are next
screwed on tightly, which will hold the strap
If securely in place alongside the fish-plate
B, but separated from said plate by a space
equal to the thickness of the washers b b.
Through this space the nut-locking plate Eis
sprung, in order to hold the nuts from turn-
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ing back or working loose on their bolts. The

loeklnb -plate E is formed of a piece of metal
rectangular in shape, and bent or turned over
In front, as. shown in Fig. 5. The locking-
plate is lonﬂ* enough tofit snuqu between two
adjacent nuts, and 18 provided on its face be-

Jow the turned-over portion or lip ¢ with twoor .

more small lugs or projections, d d, which pre-
vent the locking-plate from slipping or work-

i Ing out of its proper position when sprung

into place between the-supporting -strap F
and the fish-plate B. Instead of the lugsdd,

formed on the locking-plate to serve the same
purpose as the lugs. The nut-locking plate,
-when sprung into position, as shown in Fig.
1, 1s supported on the strap F, and prevents
the nuts from turning in either direction. The
lip ¢ of the locking-plate is shorter than the
plate proper, and serves as a handle for in-
serting aid removing the locking-plate. The
turned - under portion e of this lip ¢ bears

| against the strap I’ and further aids inhold-

g the locking-plate in position, as shown in
Fig. 3. Thus it will be seen that my inven-
tion affords a simple, effective, and cheap de-

other situations where such devices are appli-
cable.

Having thus deserlbed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—

1. In a nut- locking device, the combination
of. a spring locking plate, H, supporting and
connecting strap F, washels b b, nuts D D, bolts
C C, fish- plates I, and Tails AA substantmlly

“as shown and deserlbed

2. A nut - locking device consisting of a

locking-plate, L, previded with lugs d d and

—

a slight flange, corrugation, or rib may be
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vice for locking nuts on fish-plates, and in
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lip e, a supporting-strap, I, for holding said [  In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 10
locking-plate in place, and washers b b, for af- | presence of two witnesses.

fording a space for the insertion of said lock-
ing - plate, substantially as shown and de- | JOLIIN W. HAWK,

5 seribed. | |
3. A spring nub-locking plate, I, formed Witnesses:

from one picce of metal so bent as to form a DBURWELL J. CURRY,

lip, ¢, and spring ¢, and provided with lugs TTrodrss C. BARCLAY.

d d, or cquivalents, for the purpose described.
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