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SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 299,573, dated June 3, 1884,
Application filed April 8 1884. (No model.) |

To all whone it ma; 7, COnCern :
Be it known that I, EDbwARD O. C. ORD, a

lieutenant in the United States Ar my, Com-

pany B, Twenty-second Infantry, stationed at
present at I'ort Leavenworth, county of Leav-
enworth, in the State of Kansas, have invent-
ed certain new and usetul Improvements in
Cartridge-Boxes, of which the following 15 a
epee1ﬁcat10n

I have devised a box adapted to carry ordi-
nary metallie cartridges for small-arms in one

- or more tiers, with the front of each tier suffi-

ciently open te allow the introduction of one

- or more fingers to lift the uppermost, or so

15

many cartridges as maybe desired. Iprovide

holding-down devices, which are conveniently

locked by friction at any height in the several

tiers. The whole 1s adapted for attachment

- 20

- to a belf in the most convenient position for

extracting the cartridges. In my cartridge-
box the emtrldﬂ'es 11e hOIlZOHt&HV, restmﬂ

~each npon the nex:t in the several tiers. In
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what I esteem the most complete form of the
invention there are four tiers. All are cov-
ered and protected from weather by a single
flap, with a button or other convenient fast-
ening for securing it. My device offers great
faeﬂltv for the convenient removal of the car-
tridges with the rapidity required for mod-
ern arms. The ordinary means of transport-
ing cartridges, each tucked singly in a recess
in the belt, distributes the weight very uni-

- formly; but 1t 1s open to serious objection
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45

from the difficulty often met with in remov-
ing the cartridges for use. Intherapid work-
ing either of smgle -loading or magazine guns,
a large portion of the ftdvantawes properly
due to the extr aordinary mpldlty of firing in
emergencies is 1ost 1n consequence of the dlfﬁ
eulty and sometimes impossibility,of bringing
the cartridges tothe piece with sufficient rapld-
ity.- Whether in a standing, kneeling, or re-
(3111:111:10* poeltmn in exposed situations or shel-
tered, Uif is practically impossible to get the
eartridges fast enough in repelling a charge.

- Myimproved means for carrying the cartridges

may be made singly and slipped around on

-the belt, so as to distribute the weight of the

several tlels but I prefer for general pur-

50 posee to concentrate the mass in a single box.

- —

' This box may be shifted to various positions
on the belt to ease the wearer in long marches.
| The ordinary cross-straps or a special strap
may aid in supporting the weight. |
The accompanying drawings form a part of 55
' this specification, and represent what 1 con-
sider the best means of carryving Out the in-
vention.

Figurelis ageneral perspective view show-
ing the cartridge-box closed,with a portion of 5o
the supporting-bhelt attached in position. Ifig.
2 18 a corresponding view showihg the box
alone open. Fig. 318 a corresponding view
with some of the parts removed.  Fig. 418 a
horizontal section. Xig. 5 is atransversever- 65
tical section. Iig. 6 is a front view with a
portion broken away. In this view the car-
tridge-box is partially filled with cartridges.
One of the holding devices is shown through
the broken portion of the front in position for 70
use. On the other side of the box the holder
has been removed, and 1s aliowed to hang idly
outside. Iig. 7 shows one of the holding de-
vices detached. Ficr. 8 1s an edge view of a
modification. - 75

Similar letters indicate eenespondm parts
in all the figures. . _

| Referring to the figures, M is a rigid casing

of tinned sheet metal or other suitable mate-
rial, certain parts being designated,when nee- 8o
essary, by additional marks, as M M*.

M’ is a. vertical partition extending from
front to back.

M* M® are partial partitions extendmg lon-
gitudinally of the box. The partsareso pro- 8g
‘portioned and arranged that the spaces or
pockets m are each just sufficient to contain a
tier of cartridges lying one upon another.
The vertical openings or slits in the front and
in the longitudinal partition M?® are marked go
m?. These slits are sufficiently wide to allow
the insertion of the finger at any point to pull
up one or more of the cartridges. A loop, A,
on the back face of the cartridge-box receives
a belt, B, which 1s adapted to extend around g5

‘the person of the wearer, and 1s provided with
any ordinary or suitable fastening. |

Ior the cartridges which may only partially
fill any of the several pockets m, I provide a

| holding-down device, which can be adjusted 100G
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65 pocket until 1ts center bears gently upon the |
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at any height. Each holding-down device is | uppermost cartridge, and engages itself by the

formed of two equal parts, (+, connected by a
hinge, ¢, arranged at or near the mid-depth.
Above the hinge on each part is a shoulder,
(', which, when the device is in use, abuts
against a corresponding shoulder on the oppo-
stte part, and renders the device incapable of
bending much in one direction. On the lower
side the material 18 cut away, as indicated by
G° %, forming recesses,which receive a spiral
spring, H, which exerts an expansive or dis-
tending force. A string, I, 1s attached near
the joint g, and connects to the rim of the box,
so that 1t will allow the device to be set at any
depth in the adjacent pocket m, or to hang or
lie 1dly either on the outside or inside of the
box. -

J 18 & cover, of shect-1ron or other suitable
material, connected to the back edge of the
top by a hinge, 7, and subject to the force of a
coiled spring, K, tending to keep it closed.
A face-piece, D, 1s connected to the lower edge
of the front by a hinge, d. A flap, C, covers
the entire box, and is secured to the face-piece
D by a fastening, I, of any ordinary or suit-
able character. The exterior of the entire box
may be covered with leather, canvas, or other
sultable protection attached by gluing or oth-
erwise. |

Operation: To supply the cartridges, the
fastening 1§ is detached and the flap C, and
also the spring-cover J, raised into the verti-
cal position. This exposes the tops of the
several pockets m, and each 1s filled in sue-
cession quite to the top. If the cartridges
are, as usual, formed each with a projecting
rim, they should be arranged alternately heads
and points, so that all will rest fairly one
upon another and lie level, as will be under-
stood. The covers J and C may then be shut
down and the fastening Ié secured. When it
18 desired to use the cartridges, the fastening
K 1s detached, allowing the flap C to be easily
lifted.
down, turning on its hinge d, and the operator
1nserts one of his fingers in one of the front
slits, wm* and lifts one or more of the car-
tridges out of the box, the spring-cover J
yielding readily to allow such movement, and
closing promptly thereafter to retain the re-
mainder. This operation may be repeated
until all the cartridges are removed, not only
from the front pockets, but also from the back
pockets. The spring - cover holds the car-
tridges against escaping from the top of the
box, even when the user is lying down; but
when any considerable movements are to be
made with one of the pockets only partially
filled with cartridges, it is important to be
able to hold them down firmly, especially if
the user 1s obliged to creep, walk, or rumn.
He 1nserts the holding-down device, causing
the hinge to be deflected downward a little.
In this position it is forced downinany given

Now the front face, D, may be thrown

friction of its soit ends bracing against the
interior of the pocket, so as to eifectually re-
sist any ordinary disturbing force. ‘When he
requires to detach it, he pulls the string I,
which causes the joint at the center to spring

‘up past the straight line, and draws the ends

slightly together, .as indicated slightly exag-
cerated in dotted lines 1n IFig. 7, when 1t no
longer braces itself inthe pocket, and the de-
vice is easily and mstantly removed.

The modification shown in Fig. 8§ 1s a thin-
ner cartridge-box, having no back tiers. This
has a spring-hook for means of attaching to
the belt.

rificing the advantages of the invention. The
material of the box may be varied. Instead

of the loop through which the belt is rove, I can
cmploy a spring-clip or a simple hook, with or
without means for locking it. I can usethree
or more of the holding-down devices, or one
alonemayserve. Theendsofthespiral spring
H may be recessed into the parts (s, 1nstead of
being held by slight projections from the parts
G, engaging in the interior of the ends of the
spiral, as shown.

Parts of the invention may be used without
the whole. I prefer the construction shown
in Figs, 1 to 7.

I claim as my 1nvention—

1. The cartridge-box M, having one or more
pockets, m, with a narrower slit, m°, extend-
ing up and down the front of each, adapted
to allow cartridges to lie in tiers and be re-
moved, as shown, in combination with means,
A, for attachment to a belt, and arranged to
serve as herein specified.

2. In a cartridge-box of the construction
herein shown, the arrangement of two or more
pockets, m, side by side, each with a slit, m?
in its front, in combination with a single flap,
C, covering the whole, adapted to allow the
cartridges to be removed from one or more
of the scveral tiers singly or in quantities, as
speceified.

3. In a cartridge-box, a holding-down de-
vice composed of two parts, G and G, with
the hinge ¢ and spring H, combined and ar-
ranged to serve as herein specified.

4. The cartridge-box M, having a pocket,
m, and vertical slit w® in combination with
a holding-down device, G G, and a ilexible
attachment, I, arranged to serve the double
function of displacing the holder and keeping
it attached to the box, as herein specified.

In testimony whereot 1 have hereunto set
my hand, at New York city, New York, this
15th day of March, 1834, 1in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

15, O, €, ORD,

Withesses:
W. C. Dy,
CIHARLES R, SEARLIL.

further modifications may be made
without departing from the principle or sac:-'
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