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To all whom it MY CONCEFN :

- Be it known that I, ANDREW SPROUL, of
Hannibal, in the county of Marion and State

of Missouri, have 1nvented a new and Im- |
proved Lock for Wagon Iind-Gates, of which

the tollowing is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion.

‘T'he object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved device for locking hinged
or sliding ends of wagons in place.

The 1nvent10n eonsmts in a rod held to turn
on the outer surface of the end-gate, the ends
of the rod being bent overthe ends of the gate,
and being adapted to engage with studs or
pins plOJeetlng from the side boards of the
bOX.

The invention also consists in parts and de-
tails and combinations of the same, as will be
fully set forth and described hereinafter.

- Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
In whlch Slmﬂm letters of reference mdlmte
gures.

Figure 1 is-a side view of the rear part of
awagon-box provided with my improved lock
Fig. 2 i1s a rear end

Iig. 3 18 a side view of the rear part.of a wagon
or box provided with a modification of my im-
proved lock for wagon end-gates,
plan view of the same. Iig. 5 is aview of a
modification of the locking-rod.

In Figs. 1 and 2 my improved locking de-
vice isshownapplied ona wagon-box provided
with a hinged end-gate. A rod, A, having a
downward bend, A’, between the ends 1s passed
through staples or’ eyes B on the rear surface

of the end gate C, near the ends of the same, $0

that the 1"0(1 can turn. The ends of the rod
are bent over the ends ol the gate parallel with
the side boards, H, and are then bent upward
to form hooks D. Pins or studs E project
from the outer surface of the side boards, H,
on which pins the hooks D can catch. When

‘the gate is locked, the bent part A’ of the rod

A is swung down 1:0 rest against the surface of
the end- gate, as shown. 1If the end- -gate 18 to
be swung down, the bent part A’ of the rod A~
18 swung upward, whereby the hooks 1) are
swung downward and disengaged. from the
pms or studs L.

Fig. 4is a

If an upwardly-sliding gate, C, is provided,
as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the ends of the rod
need not be provided with the hook ends D.

In place of passing the rod A through eyes
or staples, it can be passed through apertures
in battens I' on the outer surface of the end-

- gate, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. |
If desired, the rod A can be formed of two
60

sections, the inner ends of which are provided
with 0pp(JS1te screw-threads, and are screwed
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into the ends of a sleeve, GG, whereby the rod

can belengthened or shortened, as may be de-
sired, by turning the sleeve G.

The fastening or lock rod can belengtheéned
by diminishing the curve in the mlddle of the
rod, and shortened by 11101 easing the curve or
bend of the same.

- Having thus deseribed my mveni}lon I claim.
. as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,

of the rod A, provided with the bent hooked
ends D and the bend A’ between said bent
ends, as set forth.

- 2. The combination, with a wagon end-gate

and studs on the body, of a rod pivoted onthe
outer surface of the end-gate, and provided
with bent ends to engage the said studs, and
with a bend between said bent ends, substan-
tially as herein shown and described.

3. The combination, with a wagon end-gate,

C, and studs E on the body, of the pivoted
10(1A having thebend A’, and the bent hooked
ends D, substmtmlly as hel 6111 shown and de-
scllbed

4. The comblnatwn with a Wagcm end-gate,

of a rod held to turn on the same, which rod
has its ends bent overthe ends of the gate, and

of projections on the outer surfaces of theside
boards, substantially as herein shown and de-
scribed.

5. Thecombination, w ith a wagon end-gate,
of a rod pivoted to the outer S‘Ll]I'fELCG of the
oate, and provided with a central bend and
bent ends, the said rod being made in two sec-

tions achusbably connected together substan- |

tially as herein shown and deseribed.
ANDREYW SPROUL.

YVitnesses: -
- GEo. D. CLAYTON,
1L

TWELLYN W. BOSWELLT.
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a locking-rod for wagon end-gates, consisting
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