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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, HARRY D. PURSELL, of
Washington Court-House, Fayette county,
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Pigeon-Holes, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. |

My invention consists, essentially, of one or
any number of vertical series of compartments

- adapted for the reception of documents—stuch
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as are commonly known as ‘‘pigeon-holes’’—
the vertical inclosing-walls and partitions for
separating such series being made to project
slightly in front of the horizontal partitions or
tops of sald pigeon-holes, and being formed
with a vertical groove on each side. In these
grooves, and between the aforesaid vertical
partitions, are placed a series of slides or shut-
ters, of which each is of size sufficient to close

one of the pigeon-holes, so that when it is de-.

sired to open any one of said pigeon-holes the

slide directly in front of it (which may bear
‘a distinguighing number, letter, or name) is
lifted or slid upward, thereby shifting or ele-

vating all of those aboveit. When such shut-

ter has been raised sufficiently to completely |
iciently open the pigeon-hole, it may be

or suf
held in such elevated position by any suitable
means—such, for example, as by a bolt, a cup-
board-catch, or a button, placed on the pig-
eon-hole ceiling. In order to permit the nec-
essary movement of the slides, the top of the

case 18 left without any pigeon-holes or slid-

ing covers, and is inclosed by a cornice, mold-
ing, or other ornamental work. Itis also pro-
vided with a hinged door, which is adapted
to swing upward and be held in the open po-
sition by a suitable brace or cateh. The in-
side of the door is provided with a lug, which,
when the door is closed, engages over the top
of the uppermost slide or slides, and thereby
preventsthelifting of any of them. Said door
18 also preferably provided with a lock for
security. The slides may be of wood, metal,
or other suitable material, either entire or in
form of an open frame containing a glass panel,
The device may be laid on its back for use on
show-counters. _ |

~In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents by vertical sections from front to
back, and Fig. 2 by side view, a nest of pig-

nice-door being elevated, and in Fig. 1 two
of the shutters being lifted, so as to expose
one of the pigeon-holes. TFigs. 8 and 4 are a
top and a front view of part of such a “‘nest’’
in the closed and open conditions, respectively.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view, to a larger scale,
of a portion of the case and of the locking-
door, the latter being shown elevated.

A represents a shell or case divided into a
congeries of compartments or ‘“pigeon-holes,’’

- by means of vertical inclosing-walls and par-

titions B and horizontal bottom and parti-
tions C. The vertical walls and partitions B
project sufficiently forward of all the horizon-

| eon-holes embodying my invention, the cor-
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tal partitions, except the bottom one, to re-

celve grooves b, for the guidance and reten-

tlon of a series of slides or sliding shutters or
covers, D, of which those in each vertical tier
rest edgwise with the lowest shutter upon the
bottom horizontal partition, and the others,
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edge upon edge, on one another, as clearly

shown in Figs. 1 and 4. Xnobs, handles, or
finger-holes d on the outer faces of the shut-
ters enable convenient manipulation. But-

tons E on the under sides of all the horizontal

partitions, except the bottom one, enable the
lifted shubters to be retained at will to the
elevated condition. (See Figs. 1and 4.) The
casing extends sufficiently above the highest
horizontal partition to leave a vacant cham-
ber or false compartment, A’, which is hidden
from view partly by a cornice, I, and partly
by a door, G, whose upper edge is fastened
by hinge H to said cornice. Lugs I, that pro-
ject from the rear side of said door—one lug
to each vertical series—serve, when the door
18 closed, (see Fig. 3,) tohold down the entire
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group of shutters. Elevation of the door, as '

n F¥igs. 1, 2, 4, and 5, removes this impedi-
ment and permits elevation of any shutter or
series of shutters. A lock, J, on the door G,
whose bolt engages in a suitable keeper in the

case, enables the user to securely fasten the

entire group of shutters, |

Secured by pivot K to locking door G is a
prop, I, whose notch I, being engaged over
stud M on the case, serves to hold the said
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door toits open ornon-effective condition when

desired.
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I claim as new and of my invention—
1. A mnest of pigeon-holes whose inclosing
vertical walls and paltltwns project shﬂ'ht]y

in front of the horizontal partitions, and have

vertical grooves on each side containing slid-

ing shutters resting edge upon edge, in com-

bination with a door, substantially as set forth.
2. A mnest of pigeon-holes whose inclosing

, vertlcal walls and partitions project slwhtly
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in front of the horizontal partitions, and whose
vertical grooves contain sliding shutters rest-
ing edgewise upon one another, in combina-

tion with a hinged door provided with a rear

lug or plq]ectlon as and for the purpose set

forth.
3. A nest of pigeon-holes whose inclosing

vertical walls and partitions project slightly
in front of the horizontal partitions, and are
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one another edg gewise, 1n combmatlon with a

Jectlon and a lock, substantially as a,nd for the

purpose set forth
4. In a nest of pigeon- holes the combina-

‘tion of a case, A, forwardly- pI‘O_]eCtlnﬂ‘ and
ogrooved vertical w rLlls and partitions B, hori-
zontal partitions €, slides D, buttons D and

J, and prop 1, Substantlally as set forth.

unto set my hand.
L HARRY D. PURSELL.

Attest:
(EO0. H. KNIGHT,
JOHN A. PENN.

| grooved for sliding shutters, which rest upon.
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hinged door 1310V1ded with a rear lug or pro-

. hinged door (, havmo' the rear lugs, I, lock

Intestimony 'of which invention I hzwe hel e- 30

Ll
— e




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

