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To all whom it may concern, :
Be it known that I, Arva S, BAILEY, a citi-

~zen of the United States, residing at Rossville,
in the county of Vermillion and State of T1li-

1018, have invented certain new and useful Im-

~provements In Neck-Yokes; and I do declare

- the following to be a full, .clear, and exact de-

scription of the invention, such as will enable

~ others skilled in the art to which it appertains
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to make and use the same, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to neck-yokes for ve-

hicles; and the novelty consists in the con-
struction, arrangement, and adaptation of
parts, as will be more fully hereinafter set
forth,and specifically pointed outin the claims,

The objects, in general, of the invention are

to provide such a construction as shall securely

lock theneck-yoke tothe pole-coupling against
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which—

‘the strain upon horses of une

possible slipping, to provide convenient and

- efficient means for the attachment of the breast-

straps to the neck-yoke, to provide against
the excessive wearing of the breast-straps in
the couplings, and to provide for equalizing
qal strength, all
of which Taccomplish by the mechanisms illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, which
form a part of this specification, and in

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in see-
tion, showing in dotted lines a manner of re-

- leasing the pole-coupling; Fig. 2, a vertical
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section of a portion; Fig. 3, a detail showing
the breast-strap coupling, and Fig. 4 a modi-

- fication.
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Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference indicate like parts in all the
figures, A designates the neck-yoke, having

a cap-piece, B, removably secured thereon by

Screws or the like, as shown. This cap-piece
B has a recess, b, which receives the bar ¢ of

a coupling, C, in which is hung the pole-ring

D. The yokeisof largest diameter at the cen-
ter, tapering therefrom toward either end, and
the space within the coupling Cis so arranged
that when the cap B is in place, as shown in
tull lines, the said coupling cannot bedisplaced
from its engagement with the recessd. When
for any reason it is desired to remove the
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the hook ¢ being nearer the pole-coupling.

coupling, however, the cap B is disengaged |

| and passed toward either end of the yoke, where -

the decrease of diameter of the yoke will allow .
the coupling to be forced to one side until the 55
bar ¢ is disengaged from the recessd. 1 COD-
sider this feature of locking the yoke and coup-
ling against accidental displacement, and of
disengaging them without removing the cap
entirely from the yoke, important. The ends
of the yoke are tenoned to receive the hook-
bands E. "Each of these bands E is secured to
its tenon «, and each is provided with two
hooks, ¢ ¢/, the hook ¢ being at the end and
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This arrangement allows the driver to adjust
the strain by increasing or decreasing the le-
verage,and thus accommodate a heavy, strong
horse and a light horse in the same team. |
 F designates the breast-coupling, composed 7o
of a ring, f, cut away, as shown ab 1% and a
stirrup, /', in which is journaled a friction-
roller, f*.  The breast-strap or holdback is
passed over this roller f/*through the stirrup,
and the coupling ¥ is designed to be left on 175
the strap, the ring being engaged with the |
hook ¢ or ¢’ when in service, and disengaged
when unhitching the animals from the vehicle.
The construction of the ring f and hook is
such that the ring may be applied to either, 8o
and that it will not disengage accidentally.
The roller f* allows the breast-strap to play
through the stirrup and prevents the abrupt
wear at one point. | B o
In lieu of the pole-ring D, a leather tag, H, 8s

‘may be employed, in which the lower end of

the coupling C is widened laterally and pro-
vided with downwardly-projecting lugs ¢ ¢,
having apertures for the reception of a bolt, |
(1, that passes through the bight of the tag M. go

One of the apertures in the lug ¢ is screw-
threaded for the reception of the screw-
threaded end of the bolt G, whereby said bolt

‘may be removed and the tag H replaced when

worn. | |

AS shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1, the coup-
ling C and pole-ring D have lateral play,where-
by the tongue or pole of the vehicle may Swing
from side to side without moving the neck-
yoke. | | "

L am aware of Patent No. 257 ,440, of 1882, in -

which a plate had.lugs and recesses which re-
celved duplex rings, the said rings being
placed between the lugs before the plate was

100



‘ -

% | -

o 'pla}ced updn the yoke, and such construction

for locking the pole-coupling against displace-

 ment is not sought to be covered in this appli-

cation. | -
What I claim as new, and desire to secure

" by Letters Patent of the United States, 13—

1. In comhination with the yoke-A, taper-
ing in either direction from the center, and

" removable cap B, having asinglerecess, b, the
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pole-coupling C, having bar ¢ and pole-bear-

. ing, the said coupling being locked in saldre-

cess b except when the cap is moved toward
‘one end of the yoke sufficiently to allow the
disengagement without entirely separating the |
15

cap and yoke, as set forth. -

9. In combination with a neck-yoke having

hook-bands, as E ¢ ¢, and with the ordinary |
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| breast-strap of a harness, the coupling F, hav-
ing ring f, stirrup f’, and friction-roller. jf=
adapted to be kept on the said breast-strap, 20
and the whole to serve as and for the purpose
set forth. | |
8. In combination with the yoke A and re-
movable cap B, having recess b, the pole-coup-
ling C, having removable screw-threaded bolt 25
G and tag H, substantially as herein shown
| and described. | o

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two.witnesses. |

ALVA S. BAILEY.

. Witnesses: |
JOHN \V. WESTFALL,
WiLLiAM H. SELLERS. -
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