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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, WirriAyMm H. LOOKWOOD
a citizen of the Umted States, and a resident
-of North Kingsville, in the county of Ashta-
bula and State of Oth have invented certain
new and useful Improvemente in Mail-Bag
Catchers; and I do hereby declare that the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the mventlon whleh will enable others
skilledin the art to which it appertainsto make
and use the same, reference ‘being had to the
aceompanying dmwmgs, which form a part of
this specification, and in which—

Ifigure 1 is a perspe(,tlve view of the entire
apparatus forming my invention, parts of the
side of the car being broken away the better
to 1llustrate the eonstructlon of . the various
parts. Iig. 218 a perspective view from the
inside of the car, showing the apparatus ad-
20 justed 1n its open or operative position; and

Fig. 3 is asimilarview, showing the apparatus

after the mail-bag has been received within

the car.
Similar lettels of reference indicate corre-
25 sponding partsin all the figures.
My invention relates to that class of devices
~ adapted forreceiving mail-bags upon railway-
cars while the latter are in motion; and 1t con-
~ sists 1n the improved construction and combi-
3o nation of parts of the same, as will be here-
inafter more fully described, "and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, A indicates
the frame of the device, which supports the
mail-bags at the various stationsin a position
to adapt them to be automatically passed into
the ecar, through the intervening mechanism
hereinafter described. Uponthe upper round-
ed end of the central vertical post of -the said
frame is secured arevolving shelf or platform,
B, held in place thereon by a collar, B, and
pin or bolt B”, the twoends of this shelf beiug
made precisely alike, being beveled or cut
away upon that edge with whieh the attach-
ment on the car comes in contact, as will be
hereinafter described, and hzwmg the oppo-
site edge provided with a curved shield, C,
which serves to prevent the mail-bag from be-
ing blown off of the shelf by the wind., Two
50 curved springs, C, fitting into curved recesses

(" on the lower side of the shelf B, prevent
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free end of the strap K being provided mth a

—

the shelf from bemﬂ' rotated by the wind, but,
as the recesses C”lessen in depth toward sither
end, do not prevent the shelf from turning on
its central pivot or post when the attachment 55
on the car comes in contact with the ends of
the shelf, as will be hereinafter described.

D mdlcates the frame or casing of the rail-
way-car, which is of ordinary constluctlon

| being cut away at D’ to admit of the passage 60

of the revolvmg or swinging catch-shelf E.
This shelf K is pivotally secured at one end
upona vertical rod, IY, and is provided around
its rear edge with a curved metal shield, ¥/,
which serves as a pocket to receive the mall 65

bag. The free end of the shelf slides upon
guides or ways (x, secured upon the floor of

the car, and has pwoted to 1t one end of a
slide, H which moves between the ways G,

and serves as an additional gulde for the shelf 70
when the latter is in motion. A cross-piece,

1, secured upon the upper side of the ways G,

SErves as a stop for the shelf when it has been
swung in into its closed position.
J indicates a sliding door, which is adapted 75

| to cover the opening. D’ when the shelf is

swung in, the said door being raised vertically
by means of a strap, I, passing over suitable
rollers, K', secured to the roof of the car, the
80
small aperture, to adapt it to be slipped over
a pin, k, on the cross- -piece I'when the door is
raised, ashde k', one end of which works upon
the said pin, bemo adapted to throw the free
end of the strap off of the pin when the shelf 83
18 swung in against the outer end of the said
slide, thereby allowing the door J to fall of its
own Welﬂht into 1its closed position.
~Upon the outer free end of the catch- shelf
I% 18 secured a bumper, L. |

The operation of my improvement is as fol-
lows: The mail-bag is placed upon either end

Q0

of the swinging shelf B, the said shelf being

turned so as to lie at rlght angles to the track.
The sliding door of the car is lifted as the train 95
appr oaches the depot, and the shelf B swung
out into the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of

‘the drawings, the free end of the strap X be-

ing slipped over the pin 2. When the mail-

car reaches the {frame A the shelf E will pass 100
immediately below the end of the swinging
‘shelf B until the bumper L on the shelf B
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. comes in contact with the beveled edge of the | shelf pivotally secured upon a suitable frame -
~ghelf B, when the force of the blow will knock | at the side of the railway-track, and having
| . the en-d of the swinging shelf B from under | each of its projecting ends beveled orcutaway
o the mail-bag, and depOSlt the said bag on the | upon one side and provided onthe other with 3o
. g5 shelf E, when the weight of the mail- bag, and | a curved wind-shield, of a swinging catch-shelf - =
oo the f01 ce of the blow previously given, will | pivotally secured by one of 1ts ends ina mail- -
.. swing the catch-shelf back into the ear, free-| car of ordinary construction, provided ab its
Sl N the end of the strap I, and ea,usmn the | rear edge with a curved shield, and having
S P Shdmﬁ door J toclose of 1ts own Wewht opab ats outer free end a bumpelf adapted to 3,5- .
A A R ‘Trom the foregoing description, faken in | strike against the beveled edge ofthe centrally- =
R connecbmn with the accompanying drawings, | pivoted platform or shelf as the cateh-shelf = -
oo o theconstruction and operation of my 1mp1oved-'; passes immediately beneath the same, and a =
o mail-bag: catcher will readily be understood | sliding car-door adapted to be automatically =~
S W1thout requiring further explanation. | closed by the swingingin of the catch-shelf af- 4.0: L
R 5 It will be seen that my improved apparatus | ter the latter has received the mail-bag, all -
T R Slmple in construction and exceedingly ef-'| constructed and arranged to operate substan- . =
-~ fAective In operation, and that it will effect a | tially inthe manner and f01 the pur poseshown EEE
- greatsaving both in the mail bags or pouches | and described. - |

S N -themselves, and in the contents of the same, | Intestimony t_ha,t_I claim the foregmng asmy 45f SRS
20 which are often injured. or destroyed by the- “own I have hereunto afﬁx’ied my smnature In-
- - ;methed of catching now-in general use. presenee-of tW:O-WltnesseS B ;
- . Having thus described 111?1]1"761]131011 L elalm S T ;
~ and desire to secure by Lettels -P-.:Lt-ent- of the o “H‘I‘MM HE\BY ]"OCKWOOD !
--::UllltGdSt’LtGS—.——-.:-_-._ * 'Wnnesses-**:'“”"':-r---
_______________ ~As an improvement 1n mail- bag mtchers - ErLAM JEWETT COMIN Gs,

S A R R the combination, with a swinging platform 01 1 EpwIN STILES MORSE.
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